The View From The Hill
Your newsletter from
Kings Hill Parish Council
May 2019
In This Issue PAGE 2

Parish Council
Committee News

PAGE 3

Tonbridge &
Malling In Bloom

PAGE 4

Urban Orienteering

Parish Council Vacancies

The parish council has 12 seats
available
for
elected
members,
however only 7 were applied for this
term. This means that there are now
5 vacancies for the role of parish
councillor in Kings Hill for the next 4 year
term.
If you are interested in becoming
a parish councillor and have the
correct qualifying criteria*, please send
your CV and a covering letter to the
clerk at clerk@kingshillparish.gov.uk
detailing why you think you are
suitable for the role.
The role is
unpaid and does not have any power.
Decisions are made collectively at
public meetings.
If you have any questions please
contact the clerk for more information.
*The qualifying criteria to become a councillor is that you must
be;
•
a British citizen, or a citizen of the Commonwealth or the
European Union, and be
•
18 years or older on the day you become nominated for
election.
•
For the whole of the 12 months prior to nomination you
must;
•
have
been
an
elector
of
the
parish
and
either occupied or owned/rented premises in the
parish, or have resided within 3 miles of the boundary of
the parish, or had his/her principal or only place of work
in that area.

You cannot stand for election if you:
•
•

•

are the subject of a bankruptcy restriction order or interim
order.
have, within five years before
the day of the
election, been convicted in the United Kingdom of any
offence and have had a prison sentence (whether
suspended or not) for a period of over three months
without the option of a fine,
worked for the council you want to become a councillor for.

You can find useful information about the Parish Council on the
KHPC website.

www.kingshillparish.gov.uk

Parish Council Committee Updates
Community Centre
The committee are working on a plan to run a community cinema from the
centre to bring popular films to the parish. Blinds are being installed in the
Cunningham Room to help with black out for the showing of films at the
community cinema. The committee agreed a New Years Eve booking rate
following some enquiries for bookings.

Planning, Highways & Environment
The committee continue to lobby the developer about
the details in the travel plan for phase 3. The council has
carried out its own traffic count and is disputing the figures
given by Liberty Property Trust in its plan. The committee are currently securing
funding for the installation of a KEEP CLEAR marking on the Ashton Way
roundabout to improve the exit from Kings Hill during busy times. The committee
requested that the LED street lights are turned off over night where possible
and Kent County Council have confirmed that these lights are now dimmed
during the early hours to reduce the light pollution in the parish. The council
recently attended a meeting of the allotment society to understand some of
the historical issues at the site and make improvements to benefit allotment
holders. A new communal shed and noticeboard are being investigated.

Sports Park
Bookings continue to improve on the grass pitches and 3G as the council
enters a new financial year. The Sports Bar Café provision has done well
in its first year of trading under council management and a new menu
has been introduced for the summer.
The council is pleased to host
semi-professional football clubs at the Sports Park, which contributes to the
running costs of the venue. The focus remains on increasing bookings to
cover the cost of maintaining the grass pitches to a high standard through
direct marketing and online promotion.
The Sports Park welcome several
events in the summer, including the outdoor cinema showing Mamma Mia!

Events
The committee were very pleased with the turnout at
the Easter Egg Hunt and are now busy planning the next
Remembrance Day parade. They are actively seeking
military personnel to join the parade this year and further
information can be found by contacting the parish council
office on 01732 870382. They are also planning the council’s
next big Christmas event - watch this space for more details!

Parish Council News
Linear Park Play Area
A
planning
application for
the play area
within the new
Linear Park has
been submitted by
Liberty
Property Trust UK Ltd to TMBC.
The planning application, ref
19/00653/RD can be viewed on
the TMBC planning portal and
comments can be submitted on
line at www.tmbc.gov.uk.

New 205 Bus Service

Boundary Changes
In 2016 TMBC completed a Community
Governance Review of parish electoral
arrangements regarding Kings Hill and the
boundaries with East Malling & Larkfield
parish.
From that review the council decided to
incorporate the Kings Hill Sports Park and
Kings Hill allotments into the Kings Hill parish
boundary, whereas, previously, it was
within the East Malling & Larkfield
parish boundary.
These changes
took effect on 1st April 2019.

Tonbridge & Malling In Bloom
Over the last few
years TMBC have
been
supporting
Tonbridge In Bloom,
run
by
Coolings
Nurseries, to help
the local community in transforming their
towns. This year the competition has been
expanded across the whole of the borough
and renamed Tonbridge & Malling In Bloom.

Further to the success of the
recent survey organised by
Tom Tugendhat MP, in respect
of faster bus services from
Kings Hill to Tonbridge, we now
have a brand new 205 service.
The competition encourages residents
The timetable can be found on
and businesses to grow plants and care
our website;
for their local space. It is free to enter, with
www.kingshillparish.gov.uk.
categories ranging from individual pots to
Autocar, who are running the entire gardens, and covers all businesses as
service, will look at extending the well as residential properties. As an incentive,
route to West Malling over the Cooling’s will also send a £5 voucher to every
household that enters!
next few months.
This is great news, however, the
service will only be a success if it
is used, so we hope you, and your
children, will support this service if
it works for you.

Closing date for entries is 30th June 2019.
Application forms, details and terms and
conditions can be found on our website
www.kingshillparish.gov.uk.

Local Churches
St Gabriels, Kings Hill 			
Kings Hill Christian Fellowship 		
St Thomas More, West Malling
West Malling Baptist Church 		

www.kingshillchurch.org.uk
www.khcf.org.uk
www.westmallingrc.org.uk
www.wmbc.org.uk

Urban Orienteering Event Comes
to Kings Hill
Our
local
orienteering
club,
Saxon
Orienteers, with the support of Kings Hill
Parish Council, are planning to hold an
Urban Orienteering Event at Kings Hill Sports
Park on Sunday 6th October 2019.
As part of the event, there will be a ‘Kings Hill
Challenge’ to determine the best local and
junior orienteer.
Further details of the event can
be found at;

www.saxons-oc.org

Know Your Councillors		
Sarah Barker
sarah.barker@kingshillparish.gov.uk
Alexander Board
alexander.board@kingshillparish.gov.uk
Caroline Bridger
caroline.bridger@kingshillparish.gov.uk
Ray Cassidy
ray.cassidy@kingshillparish.gov.uk
Margaret Colman
margaret.colman@kingshillparish.gov.uk
Tony Petty
anthony.petty@kingshillparish.gov.uk
Dave Waller
dave.waller@kingshillparish.gov.uk

Contacting The Parish Council

If you wish to contact the Parish
Council please email the Clerk at
clerk@kingshillparish.gov.uk or call
01732 870382

Dog Fouling
Dog fouling continues to be a
probem on Kings Hill. Clear up
after your dog!
You can report incidents of dog
fouling confidentially, by calling
01732 876147 or emailing www.
waste.services@tmbc.gov.uk.

