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A Word From Your
Chairman
After
the
recent
snow
disruption it’s great to be
moving forward to spring
and lots of activities on ‘The
Hill’. At the time of writing
this the Parish Council are
hoping to fill its vacancy for a new
councillor this month. We have been
working on the re-launch of our Sports
Bar at the Sports Park and invite you to
come along and sample the new chef’s
excellent menu.
The council will be
formulating its new strategy this year so
please look out for our community
survey and be sure to tell us what you
want your council to do for you.

Council Tax Increase
The Parish Council have
decided to increase council
tax by 3% this year. See
page 4 for more details of
the budgets for 2018/19.

Tower View Road
Closure
Work will start on April 4th
to build a new pedestrian
crossing in Tower View.
Part of Tower View will be
closed between 4th and 17th April 2018.
Diversion
routes
will
be
in
place
and Liberty Property Trust will
provide full details to all Kings Hill
households.
Full details of the planning application
are available on the TMBC Planning
Portal Ref: 15/01519.

See inside for
more details …

Sponsored by
Your independent post shop for retail and
business customers alike
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VILLAGE NEWS UPDATE

Easter Bin Collection

A message from Tom Tugendhat, your local MP

Week commencing 26th March
2018
All collections will take place on your
usual collection day, EXCEPT for on Good
Friday.
As
there
will
be
no
collections
on Good Friday (30th March), Friday
collections will take place on Saturday
31st March instead.
Week commencing 2nd
2018 (Easter Monday)

April

As there will be no
collections on the 2nd
April, ALL collections will
take place one day later
than
normal,
with
Friday collections taking
place on Saturday 7th
April.

Parking Issues

Parking dangerously or inconsiderately
can cause significant problems for
the residents of Kings Hill.
Please be a considerate car user.
Pedestrians, those with wheelchairs and
pushchairs etc, all need to use the full
width of the footways on Kings Hill.
Private
driveways,
entrances
and
junctions need to be kept clear of
obstruction for safety reasons.
Please help by making sure that your
vehicle is parked in a considerate
manner and think before you park!

Many of you may remember Kent County Council’s plans at the
end of last year for a public consultation to consider which bus
routes should no longer run. I immediately raised my concerns
over this bus consultation and am now delighted to say that KCC
have listened, and have decided against consulting on whether
to cut any of the bus routes proposed.
As I have frequently said, keeping the bus services running are
absolutely vital in our community. I fully understand the
financial pressures that KCC are under, but these buses act as a
life line for all those who otherwise may otherwise struggle to
travel.
As you may know, the 88, 149 and 151 routes were part of the proposal of services
to be cut, which would have provided huge difficulties for many of the residents of
Kings Hill, particularly for the elderly and school children who rely on these
services.
I know that our bus services are far from perfect, and more needs to be done to
ensure that they work for everyone as they should, but knowing that our services
are no longer under threat is a huge relief for everyone.

Valley Invicta School Wins Poetry Competition
Valley Invicta School are delighted to announce that three
of their Year 6 pupils have been awarded top
prizes in a recent National Poetry competition. Children
were invited by the Fragrance Foundation to enter a
competition called Marty the Might Nose. This inspired the
Year 6 class to write poems based on smell using poetic
devices and their imagination. They are thrilled that Alexei
won first prize, Ashley was awarded second prize and
Aurelia was highly commended. All judges were unanimous in their decisions. In
addition, they won best class prize as well. What a fantastic achievement!

Local Plan
A new timetable for the Tonbridge & Malling Local Plan was agreed at a meeting of
the Borough Council’s Planning and Transportation Advisory Board (P&TAB) on 6 th
March 2018.
A consultation with residents will take place this Autumn and the final plan
submitted to the inspector in December 2018. Full details of the
consultation will be advertised on Kings Hill Parish Council’s website and social
media sites.
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ANNUAL REPORT 2017/18
Kings Hill Parish Council have a variety of responsibilities to the residents of Kings Hill. Below is a summary of the work in
2017/2018 and the council’s plans for 2018/19.

Planning, Highways and Environment

Council projects

The Kings Hill Allotment site is establishing
well. The parish council has purchased a
lawn mower to maintain the area in-house
in order to reduce costs. The Council has
been lobbying for action in Kings Hill for
various planning and environmental issues
including keeping Tower View open on
Christmas Day, lining up the X1 and X2 bus
services with the train timetable at West Malling station and
improving the safety of the Kent Street junction. The plans for
Phase 3 are under constant scrutiny by the council’s planning
committee, parking and transport plans are being challenged to
reduce future road issues. The parish council are also working
with the borough council to alleviate existing parking issues and
are reviewing the most troubled areas with a view to how
inconsiderate parking can be addressed.

The council have been working on
many projects over the year
which will continue into 2018/19.
A new play area is due to be
installed at the Sports Park which
will
include
challenging
equipment for older children,
something that the council
recognises is lacking in Kings Hill. Further investigations
took place into replacing the play equipment in Anson
Avenue, a new council website has been planned and will
be ready for launch in 2018. The council will canvassing all
residents for their views on what they would like the
council to do for them in a forthcoming community survey.

Sport and Recreation

Community Centre
The Community Centre has performed
better than expected against budget
under new management of Morgan and
her new booking clerk Michelle.
The council are currently working on an expansion project
with Liberty Property Trust as daytime bookings are at
capacity. The expansion will also include better kitchen
and bar facilities along with more booking spaces for local
groups.

The Kings Hill Sports Park has had a much improved year. The
council has made significant improvements to the quality of the
pitches and this, along with better planning, has enabled more
games to be played than ever. The council took the decision to
bring the catering provision in-house and early feedback is very
positive. With a new chef and waiting team delivering a variety
of eat in and take-away food, the new menu started in March
2018 and the café is now open to the public every evening and
weekend. New sports have been welcomed to the park this year
including touch rugby and the council is now working with
Liberty on an extension to the pavilion and integrating other
sports courts such as tennis and netball. Dog fouling continues
to be an issue and the council are investigating enforcement
options.

New hirers that have joined us this year include Bravura
Gymnastics, Crazy Climbers and Active Tots. The very
successful ‘Come Dance on the Hill’ will start soon and will
also offer a fully stocked bar service.
The Blood
Donors service continues to be a huge success with all
places being booked out before they even arrive to set up!
Although the main halls are packed daily with all sorts of
activities, licensed functions have not been so successful
this year. To combat this the council has appointed a new
enthusiastic and fully trained bar staff team to
deliver a great service to residents for all their party
needs. If you are considering booking an anniversary or
birthday party, wedding or engagement ‘do’ or any type of
family celebration please contact us on 01732 220919 for
details of our party packages.

2018/19 The Year Ahead
In order to further develop its community assets the parish council decided to make a modest increase in the precept for
2018/19. The rise equates to 3% against last years Band D equivalent, which in real terms is an extra £2.15 per year. For a
Band G property this will mean an extra £3.58 per year. The rise generates an additional £13,758 which will be used to make
improvements to the community centre and the sports park.

Kings Hill Parish Council
Expenditure
Planning, highways and environment
Sports and recreation
Community centre
Other running costs
Total
Council tax at Band D

2017/18
Gross
£
29,900
403,377
135,621
208,241
777,139

Net
£
21,600
50,606
-259
207,191
279,138
£71.49

2018/19
Gross
£
29,350
390,902
159,975
219,620
799,847
£73.77

Net
£
26,875
34,052
13,350
218,620
292,897
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CONTACTING THE
PARISH COUNCIL
Julie Pilbeam Clerk & RFO
Tel: 01732 870382
Email: clerk@kingshillparish.gov.uk
Website: kingshillparish.gov.uk
Kings Hill Community Centre
70 Gibson Drive, Kings Hill,
ME19 4LG
Community Centre enquiries to:
bookings@kingshillparish.gov.uk
Sports Park enquiries to:
sportspark@kingshillparish.gov.uk
Check our website for further details or
if there is any information you would like
us to put online, please email it to
marketing@kingshillparish.gov.uk

The Parish Council & Sports Park
are on
Facebook.
The Parish Council & Sports Park
are on
Twitter @kingshillpc

and @kingshillsp

Easter Church Services
Kings Hill Christian Fellowship
1st April Easter Sunday Service
10.30am at Kings Hill Community Centre
St Gabriels at The Discovery School
Sunday 25th March 10am Palm
Sunday inc admission of children to
Communion & 4pm - Messy Church
Easter - Crafts, food & worship
Friday 30th March - Good Friday
Interactive Easter 10am - Activities for all
ages with hot cross buns
Sunday 1st April - 10am Easter Family
Communion & Easter Egg Hunt
St Thomas More , West Malling
30th March Walk of Witness at 11am;
Good Friday Liturgy at 2.50pm;
Youth Groups Passion Play at 8pm.
31st March Easter Vigil at 8.30pm (No
5pm Mass).
1st April Easter Family Mass at 10am
(No 5.30pm Mass).
West Malling Baptist Church
30th March 9.45am Good Friday Service
11am CTiM (Churches Together in
Malling) Walk of Witness starting at St.
Thomas More Catholic Church, then West
Malling Baptist Church, St. Mary's Abbey,
The High Street and St. Mary's Anglican
Church.
1st April
10:45am Revd Dave Baxter - Communion
Service, the 6.30pm Revd Dave Baxter Communion Service

www.kingshillparish.gov.uk

Community Events Diary
MARCH
Sunday 25th KH Community Tennis Family Fundraising Tournament 2.304.30pm. Open to all. Email kingshillcommunitytennis@hotmail.com

APRIL
Mon 9th-Fri 13th Kings Hill Community Tennis will be hosing LTA match plays
for all junior age groups. Open to anyone in the Community. Email
kingshillcommunitytennis@hotmail.com for more information
Sat 14th Offham Farmers Market 10am-3pm, Spadeworks, Offham
Sun 22nd West Malling Farmers Market 9.30am - 1.30pm

MAY
Sat 12th Offham Farmers Market 10am-3pm, Spadeworks, Offham
Sat 19th Kings Hill Football Club Fun Day
Sun 27th West Malling Farmers Market 9.30am - 1.30pm

JUNE
Fri 1st Manor Park Discovery Day - family friendly country park themed
activities 11am-3pm
Sat 9th MyFest at Kings Hill Sports Park. A one day festival for women, to take
one day out & try new experiences that will improve their every day. To book or
for more info go to itsmyfest.com
Sat 9th Offham Farmers Market 10am-4pm, Spadeworks, Offham
Sun 24th West Malling Farmers Market 9.30am - 1.30pm
Sat 30th Armed Forces Day
Sat 30th Discovery School Summer Fair 12.30pm to 3pm

Our Sponsors - Post & Packing
Since the relaunch of Post & Packing in
May 2012, the business has gone from
strength to strength. Whether you’re an
individual or a business, Post & Packing
offer a wide range of solutions to get
your letters and parcels to where you
need them to be – in the most
convenient and cost-effective way.
Post & Packing is dedicated solely to
postal services meaning a quicker, more
efficient service from experts who can
offer instant advice on the best service
for you.
Those services on offer include those offered by Royal Mail such as letter and
parcel posting, the sale of stamps and mailboxes. But also on offer is a whole lot
more…
Want something delivered by courier? They’ll organise it for you.
Want an item packed and sent without having to search for the right size box or
keen to ensure fragile items are packaged correctly? Whether it’s one item or
many, take them into the shop and they’ll pack the items for you.
Running an ebay or online business that relies on posting items to customers?
Post and Packing offer fulfilment services, including pick, pack and post services
with storage.
Business owner Martyn Filby said Post and Packing (who have already expanded
in to other areas of Kent, with a shop in vibrant Tunbridge Wells and another in
Tonbridge) pride their service on being “a stress-free and friendly experience that
helps the local community.”
Post & Packing is based at 5 Liberty Square and is open 9am-5:30pm Monday to
Friday, and 10am-12pm on Saturdays. For more information, please call on
01732
840600,
email
sales@postandpackinguk.com
or
visit
www.postandpackinguk.com.
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