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A Word From
Your Chairman
At last, winter is behind us and the dark
nights are a thing of the past for another
year.
This spring edition of The View From The
Hill
tries
to
give
you
some
insight into what has been going on in
the last twelve months. Overall, it has
been a good year, with the Sports Park
securing Ebbsfleet Football Club as a
regular tenant on Mondays, Tuesdays
and Thursdays during the day, when
normally we wouldn’t have any business.
The Community Centre goes from
strength to strength with a full range of
activities taking place every day.
It just remains for me to thank you for
your continued support.
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Neighbourhood Plan
Kings Hill Parish Council (KHPC), encouraged by the support of community groups,
continue to look favourably at the possible merits of formulating a Neighbourhood
Plan for Kings Hill, which must dovetail with the 'Local Plan' for the area. In our
case that is the Tonbridge & Malling 'Local Plan' which is currently under
development and should be finalised, after consultation, in 2019. Kings Hill Parish
Councillors have met with the TMBC’s planning team and discussions have helped
increase our understanding of how a Parish Neighbourhood Plan can give Kings Hill
residents a say in how their community is planned and developed.
Timescales are such that a Neighbourhood Plan will not address the current issues
on Kings Hill or the proposed Phase 3 development, which will affect the
Tonbridge & Malling 'Local Plan', and it will be some time before the full impact is
known. With this planning uncertainty, KHPC have decided to delay any further
consideration on whether or not to embark on formulating a Neighbourhood Plan,
until the Tonbridge and Malling 'Local Plan' is more clear.
One important aspect that will impact any further discussions of the Parish Council
regarding a Neighbourhood Plan is the ability to undertake the work involved. To
this end the Parish Council is appealing for volunteers. If you feel you can be
involved with the work to formulate a Kings Hill Neighbourhood Plan please
register your interest by calling the KHPC office on 01732 870382 or by email at
office@kingshillparish.gov.uk.

Council Tax Increase
KHPC decided at its meeting on 11th January 2017 to set a precept of
£279,138 for 2017/18.

Everyone is very welcome to join the
Parish Council at the Kings Hill
Community Centre for this year’s Annual
Parish Meeting on Wednesday 19th
April 2017 at 7:30pm. This is an
opportunity to meet your councillors and
raise any issues for discussion.

Following a public consultation in June 2016 on "Fairer Charging" in
Tonbridge and Malling, Tonbridge & Malling Borough Council (TMBC)
made changes in grants they paid to Parish Councils. These changes have produced
a £226,000 per year saving for TMBC but have resulted in KHPC losing grant
funding of £18,555 per year, money which contributed towards the costs of
maintaining the Community Centre and open spaces. This lost revenue needs to be
made up by increasing the precept charged by KHPC. However, TMBC have
suggested that Kings Hill residents would see a reduction of just under £10 per year
in their council tax, thus offsetting the increase in the KHPC precept necessary to
compensate for the loss of the £18,555 grant to the Parish. KHPC has also raised
the precept by 8 pence per week to cover an increase in its own running costs.
Conscious of keeping taxation increases to a minimum, KHPC have made reductions
in the cost of contractors at the Sports Park. The savings made have contributed
towards the costs of a new groundsman to manage the pitches and the costs of
new maintenance equipment required.

See inside for more
details …

Delivery Sponsored by
Your independent post shop for retail and
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VILLAGE NEWS UPDATE
Advertising Screens

Road Closure
Resurfacing works will be
taking place on the A228
Ashton Way roundabout,
ad j ac e nt
to
To we r
View. Works will take place under a full
road closure and diversion between 9pm
and 6am. Dates and duration will be
advertised on the KHPC website and on
our Facebook page and Twitter feed. The
works will take place after the 1st April.

KH Cricket Club

KH Cricket Club Sat Home Games 2017

Sat
17/6

Saturday Friendlies & KRCL Premier Division
Shipbourne
1st XI
HOME
14:00
Friendly
Wickham
Park
HOME
13:00
KRCL
The Roebucks

HOME

13:00

KRCL

Rodmersham

HOME

13:00

KRCL

Staplehurst

HOME

13:00

KRCL

2nd XI Saturday KRCL Division 2C Central
Sat
13/5
Sat
20/5
Sat
3/6
Sat
24/6

If you are interested in advertising on our
monitors we would be very pleased to hear
from you. Please contact us via email at
marketing@kingshillparish.gov.uk.

Photography Opportunity

KHCC is looking forward to the 2017
season with 2 Saturday teams and 1
Sunday team.
This upcoming season
most Saturday matches will be at home.

1st XI
Sat
29/4
Sat
6/5
Sat
27/5
Sat
10/6

You may have noticed that in the Sports
Park Café and the Community Centre
entrance hall we now have television
monitors with rolling screens, giving us
another vital avenue to keep in touch with
residents.

Yalding

HOME

13.30

KRCL

Gravesend RF
New Ash
Green

HOME

13.30

KRCL

HOME

13.30

KRCL

Lordswood

HOME

13.30

KRCL

Volunteer Marshalls
Would you be interested in
being a volunteer marshal?
KHPC would like to put
together a list of residents
who would be happy to marshal for KHPC
events, such as the Remembrance Day
Service. If this is something that may be
of interest to you, please contact the
Parish Council office by emailing;
office@kingshillparish.gov.uk or call
01732 870382.

Easter Bin Collection
w/c 10 April 2017 Collections will take
place as normal on Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday & Thursday. There are no
collections on Good Friday, 14th April. If
your normal collection day is Friday, your
collection will take place on Sat 15th
April instead.
w/c 17 April 2017 There will be no
collections on Easter Monday, 17th April.
All collections will take place one day later
than normal, with Friday's taking place on
Saturday 22 April.

Amateur photographers are being offered the opportunity to
share their pictures with the chance of being selected to
appear in a new book celebrating the three decades of Kings
Hill’s development.
The coffee table style publication will combine the work of
professional photographers and amateur enthusiasts to
chart the evolution of Kings Hill from a flat military airfield
to the beautifully landscaped, bustling garden village it is
today.
The pictures can be anything illustrating life at Kings Hill over the past 30 years,
whether it’s community activities, sports matches, barbecues, wildlife, buildings,
snow, sunsets, public art or the quirky.
As well as digital images it is hoped some people may have photographic prints,
negatives or transparencies capturing Kings Hill’s early days – which will all be
returned. Digital images should be emailed to kingshill@suttonyoung.com by
the end of March and hard copy photos sent or dropped in to Liberty’s reception in
the Control Tower by the same date. All images should be accompanied by written
permission for use in the book and elsewhere and any used will be credited.

Bus Service
Kings
Hill BusCuts
Services Cut
From the 2nd April 2017 the Arriva 77 bus will be withdrawn,
except for one school day only service to Bennett Memorial
School.
The 123 service was withdrawn in February 2017. From 2nd April
2017 a link between the Airfield Estate and Kings Hill will be
provided by the Arriva 73 bus. This timetable can be viewed on the Parish Council
website. The 73 bus service will link with the Arriva 72 bus providing a connection
into West Malling and Maidstone. The timetable for these services are also
available on the Kings Hill Parish Council website.
Any comments about these services should go to our MP via email at
tom.tugendhat.mp@parliament.uk.

Volunteer Support Wardens Needed
Calling all passionate community driven people for an
exciting new role as a Volunteer Support Warden.
As a Support Warden you will make a difference to
residents and help to create resilient neighbourhoods.
The role will be challenging at times but rewarding
and you will be improving the well-being of the
residents in your local area. You will meet people,
learn new skills and provide valuable support to local residents. For more
information contact the Kent Community Warden Service on 03000 413455 or fill
in a form on-line at kent.gov.uk/communitywardens. The closing date is the
31st March.
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ANNUAL REPORT
Kings Hill Parish Council continued to complete a number of projects in 2015/16 whilst providing services for the community.

Allotments

Remembrance Day 2016
The Kings Hill Allotment site is now over one
year old and into its second planting season.

If you are interested in becoming an allotment holder or just
wish to know more please contact the parish office via
office@kingshillparish.gov.uk or telephone 01732 870382.

The
Remembrance
Service held in November
2016 was very well
attended. A parade, led
by the 1st Kings Hill Girls
Brigade
including
the
Mereworth and Kings Hill
S co uts
alo ng
w ith
residents, started from
the Control Tower in
Liberty Square and ended at the Running Airman
Statue in Gibson Drive.
The service included
representatives of Kings Hill School and Valley Invicta
Primary School. The annual event is organised by
Kings Hill Parish Council in partnership with the
churches on Kings Hill.

Sports Park

Community Centre

In 2016 the Parish Council were very
fortunate in obtaining a grant from the Kent
County Council Members Fund
for
the
purchase of a new notice board for the
allotments. The notice board is now in place
and will be used for allotment information.
Allotment holders are enjoying establishing
and tending their plots hoping for a
successful growing season in 2017.

Here at the Community Centre we are
proud to be the venue of choice for so
m any ac t iv i t ie s f o r the lo c al
community. The halls are always busy,
as we can offer something for any age
group, ranging from baby and toddler
groups to dance classes, martial art classes and regular
get-togethers for our retired residents. Our three halls
are as popular as ever for parties, charity events, blood
donor sessions, baby clinics and conferences (which can
be enhanced by our bar facility), whilst our smaller
rooms are perfect for 11 plus classes, meetings and
one to one counselling services.
The Kings Hill Sports Park has had a bumpy year, with the
pitches not being up to scratch at the beginning of the season.
This led to the purchase of irrigation equipment, enabling us to
be able to water the pitches and try to keep them in good
condition. We did our very best, at extreme short notice, and it
certainly was a steep learning curve!
As many of you know the Council has appointed a full time
groundsman, Andy Gibbins. Andy was the head groundsman at
Dartford FC and comes to us with a wealth of experience and we
are sure he will get our pitches back on the right track.

Kings Hill School Speeding Poster Competition

Details of all our activities can be found on our website,
on our televisual displays at the Centre and Sports Park
and on the board in our reception area.
Late last year, we hosted a fun afternoon at
the Christmas Fair and our Pantomime proved to be as
popular as ever. We will be organising the same, along
with a few other events throughout the year.
For enquiries regarding the hire of our halls, please call
us on 01732 220919 between 9am and 12 noon
Monday to Friday.

Youth Shelter

As part of Kings Hill
School’s Safety Week held
in 2016, Kings Hill Parish
Council were asked to work
with
the
school
on
anti-speeding posters for
Kings Hill.
A
poster
design
competition was held and
Kings Hill Parish Council
judged the entries and
awarded prizes to a winner
and runner up. From the
winning designs, posters and two banners were purchased with
sponsorship from a local company. Kings Hill School have placed
their banner outside of the school and Kings Hill Parish Council will
be placing a banner at appropriate locations on Kings Hill,
throughout the year.

A new youth shelter was installed in 2016 which was
jointly funded by Kings Hill Residential Estate
Management
Company
and
Kings
Hill
Parish
Council. The shelter replaced the benches close to the
Ball Park and is being enjoyed by residents of all
ages.
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ANNUAL REPORT
Social Media
KHPC continues to share relevant local information with residents via social media. Its Twitter account has well over 790
followers and counting. We also have a Facebook account, helping us to communicate with even more residents. Why not take
a look and follow us on Twitter or like us on Facebook?

What else have the Parish Council been doing?
The Parish Office also has responsibilities for:

 The Kings Hill Community Centre
 The Kings Hill Sports Park
 The design of a new play area within the Sports Park
 On-going management of various open spaces, allotments, playgrounds, salt bins, bus shelter and notice boards
throughout Kings Hill

 Being consulted on all planning applications in the parish
 Working with other agencies to develop initiatives to help improve parking and speeding problems
 Campaigning for improvements to the public transport system serving Kings Hill
 We have also been liaising with residents on the standard of verge maintenance currently undertaken by Kent Highways
 Acting as a liaison between the community and other local organisations and Councils on anything related to the local
community

 A quarterly newsletter, The View From The Hill, sent to all residents in the parish

Budget 2016/17
The Council’s accounts are prepared in
accordance with the Accounts and Audit
Regulations
2003
(amended
2006).
They are subject to external and internal audit
(by an independent auditor).

INCOME

2016/17
budget £

Precept
Facility Income

£240,467
£265,058

Grants Receivable
Other Income
Spending from Reserves

£139,905
£4,050
£9,800

TOTAL

£659,280

EXPENDITURE
Overhead staff & office costs
Facility costs
Grants payable
Open spaces
Loan Repayments
Capital and project costs
Contingency reserve
Other

TOTAL

£130,974
£283,245
£1,000
£23,050
£42,696
£127,000
£39,852
£11,463

£659,280

Donations and Grants
2016/17
KHPC awarded the following charitable
donations and grants in 2016/17
Citizen’s Advice £100
Heart of Kent Hospice £100
Kings Hill Women’s Institute £100
TMBC Summer Play Scheme £236
Royal British Legion £50
Relate West & Mid Kent £100
Home Start £100
Air Ambulance £200

The
fabulous
winning
posters
from our
Kings Hill
School
Speeding
Poster
Competition.
Look out for
the banners
around the
village!
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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS UPDATE
THE PARISH
COUNCIL

Our Sponsors - Post & Packing
Since the relaunch of Post & Packing at
Liberty Square in May 2012, the
business has gone from strength to
strength.
The
new
owners,
local
businessmen Hugh Furness and Martyn
Filby, have restored and expanded the
services offered for both the local
residential and business communities. As
well as this, Post & Packing has
expanded in to other areas of Kent, with
a shop in vibrant Tunbridge Wells and
another in Tonbridge this October.

Your current Parish Councillors are:
Tony Petty
Chair of the Parish Council and Chair of
the Sports Park Committee
Dave Hurring
Vice Chair of the Parish Council, and
Chair of the Finance & HR Committee
Tony Steel Chair of the Community
Centre & Events Committee
Alexander Board Chair of the Planning,
Highways & Environment Committee
Robert Ayling

Ray Cassidy

Sarah Barker

Laurence Faulkner

Steve Beal

Andrea Kilvington

Chris Brown

Dave Waller

Their focus and determination to serve and support the local community and
businesses is shown through their wide range of postal and courier services,
private and business post box rentals, mail and order fulfilment, storage
archiving, e-shop drop, discounted parcel rates and there are even advertising
opportunities in the shop for local businesses and for residents selling items.
Post & Packing is based at 5 Liberty Square and is open 9am-5:30pm Monday
to Friday, and 10am-12pm on Saturdays. For more information, please call
on
01732
840600,
email
sales@postandpackinguk.com
or
visit
www.postandpackinguk.com.

New Councillor

Contacting the Parish Council:
Tel:01732 870382
Email: office@kingshillparish.gov.uk
Website: kingshillparish.gov.uk
Kings Hill Community Centre
70 Gibson Drive, Kings Hill,
ME19 4LG
Helen Munro CEO
Barbara Hucker Deputy Clerk
Georgina Jackson Assistant Clerk
Debbie Airey Marketing &
Communications Officer
Nicky Creed Assistant Financial
Officer
All Community Centre enquiries to:
Kim Tanner
khcc@kingshillparish.gov.uk
All Sports Park enquiries contact:
Janine Brown
sportspark@kingshillparish.gov.uk
Check our website for further details or
if there is any information you would like
us to put online, please email it to
office@kingshillparish.gov.uk

The Parish Council, Community
Centre & Sports Park are on
Facebook.
The Parish Council & Sports Park
Twitter @kingshillpc
are on

and @kingshillsp

We are delighted to announce the appointment of Andrea Kilvington as a
new Parish Councillor for Kings Hill.

Volunteer Speedwatch Initiative
One of the regular things that comes up when discussing problem
issues on Kings Hill is speeding. KHPC and Liberty Property Trust
have both been involved with various initiatives in the past to reduce
speeding, these have included; traffic calming measures; speed
awareness campaigns and use of Speed Indicator Devices.
KHPC and Kings Hill Residential Estate Management Company are pleased to
announce that we will soon be bringing Community Speedwatch to Kings Hill. This
initiative is supported by Kent Police, but, in order for it to be successful, we
need residents to help out.
Kent Police have already identified some suitable sites on Kings Hill for Speedwatch
to operate and the equipment has been purchased. The next step is getting
volunteers to operate the equipment and help make Kings Hill’s streets safer for all
of us.
Volunteers will receive full training to use the equipment and, where appropriate,
report speeders to Kent Police. Please do step up and get involved. For more
information about Speedwatch go to www.kent.police.uk/advice/communitysupport/speedwatch. To volunteer, please email the Parish Council office at
office@kingshillparish.gov.uk.

The Local Plan
The Tonbridge & Malling Local Plan Consultation held last year closed for
responses on 25th November 2016. The responses are now being carefully
considered and a view taken as to whether any changes to the proposed strategy,
set out in The Way Forward document, might be necessary. A further report will
be issued in June /July 2017 and it is hoped that details of this report will be
available for the summer edition of this newsletter. Any updates on the local plan
are available on the KHPC and TMBC websites.
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Inconsiderate Parking
Parking dangerously
or inconsiderately can
cause
significant
problems
for
pedestrians and local
residents.
Vehicles blocking the pavement force
pedestrians, the elderly, the disabled and
those with children to walk in the road
and this is extremely dangerous. Please
help by making sure that your vehicle is
parked in a considerate manner.

Archery Lessons
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MAY

COMMUNITY EVENTS DIARY

Sat 6th KH Cricket Club Picnic at the Pitch from 1.30pm
Sat 20th KH Pre-School Anniversary Ball 7pm-12am at the KH Community
Centre. Tickets £55 available from the KH Pre-School

JUNE
Sat 24th - Armed Forces Day
Kings Hill Rotary Club meet on a Monday eve (except bank holidays) at the
Spitfire Pub 7.30 for 7.45pm start. Please ring Lynne on 07768 297779 for
more information about what’s on, or email khrc09@yahoo.com

EASTER CHURCH SERVICES
GOOD FRIDAY - 14th April 2017
St Thomas More, West Malling, St Mary’s, West Malling, West Malling
Baptist Church 11am West Malling Walk Of Witness (starting at St Thomas
More RC church)
St Mary’s West Malling 2pm Quiet Hour
St Gabriel’s Kings Hill 10am Interactive Easter with hot cross buns & crafts at
Discovery School
West Malling Baptist Church 9.45am Good Friday Service
St Thomas More 2.50pm Good Friday Liturgy
St Lawrence, Mereworth 2pm, “Meditations on The Cross”, Mereworth Church

EASTER SUNDAY - 16th April 2017
Kings Hill Christian Fellowship Easter Sunday Service at 10.30am at the
Community Centre
St Mary’s West Malling 8am Common Book Of Prayer Communion
St Mary’s West Malling 10am Easter Sunday All-Age Communion
St Gabriel’s Kings Hill 10am Family Communion at Discovery School
West Malling Baptist Church 10.45am Morning Communion Service
West Malling Baptist Church 6.30pm Evening Communion Service
St Thomas More West Malling 10am Easter Family Mass
St Lawrence, Mereworth 9.30am Easter Sunday Family Communion

Community Centre
The
Community
Centre is always
interested to hear
what types of event
would be popular
with our residents.
We are currently
working on a Boxing Night, Tribute Night,
Wartime Dance and Family Disco Night.
Please get in contact with us by emailing
khcc@kingshillparish.gov.uk or
call
01732 220919 should you have any
ideas, in particular for evening functions
or activities for children.

Football Fun Day
This year’s end of season Fun
On The Hill will be held at the
Kings Hill Sports Park on the
afternoon of Saturday May
20th and is open to all
residents
not
just
club
members. The day will be a
fun packed community affair
with activities for all ages.
Entry tickets will be available to purchase in advance online at
www.kingshillfc.org from early March. Most children’s activities will be available
for the whole day with a one off charge. If you would like to be a sponsor,
purchase stall space or require any further information please contact
funonthehill2017@gmail.com.

The View From The Hill Is the quarterly newsletter from Kings Hill Parish Council

