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Community Centre Open Evening

Three years ago, when I became
Chairman, we started running articles
in this newsletter promoting 101, the
phone number for non-emergency
police matters and it looks like
residents are taking it to heart. As
residents we know that Kings Hill is
not the crimeless utopia implied by
early Police Crime Reports and with
your help we are beginning to collect
the evidence to prove it. Reports we
now receive, though sadly longer than
before, give a much clearer picture of
crime in our village and I would like to
thank you for your help. Please keep it
up and spread the word because the
more accurate our picture of crime in
Kings Hill the more realistic the police
response we can expect.
Remember 101 is for non-emergency
police matters, for emergencies always
call 999.

Archery Returns

Due to the success of our archery
lessons and parties last year at the Kings
Hill Sports Park, we are pleased to
announce that weekend archery lessons
will be returning in April. Lessons are
available from age 6 years to adult. For
more information or to book email
archery@kingshillparish.gov.uk.

Council Tax 2016/17 Increase to Band D
The Council has had a productive year and made
significant investments in a number of projects that have
come to fruition. The Village Sign has now been completed
and installed; the covered seating area near the Gibson
Drive playground has been installed; and the Allotments at
the Sports Park have been constructed and are now fully
occupied. As a result, the Council’s reserves have been
depleted and the Council agreed that it needed gradually to
rebuild these reserves for future investment in community
facilities. The Council therefore took the difficult decision to increase the Band D
equivalent charge for council tax by 8% in 2016/17. The charge for Band D homes
will therefore be £62.37 for the year. This equates to an increase of £4.62 for the
whole year or 9 pence per week.
Despite this increase, Kings Hill Parish Council remains very competitive compared
to many of its neighbouring parishes.
In 2016/17, West Malling charged £67.50,
Leybourne £75.99 and Ditton £119.85 per annum.
The contribution from the precept for the running costs of the Sports Park
continues to fall. It is the Council’s objective to ensure that income covers costs for
the Sports Park from 2017/18 and we are on target to achieve this.

NOTE FOR YOUR DIARY - ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 13TH APRIL 2016
7.30PM AT THE COMMUNITY CENTRE - EVERYONE WELCOME TO ATTEND
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VILLAGE NEWS UPDATE
Cricket Club

Hedges

NatWest CricketForce encourages clubs
to bring together players, members and
the local community before the start of
the season to get grounds and
clubhouses ready for play. It’s a great
event for getting lots of work done and
improving team spirit too! Whether it’s a
matter
of
repairing
and
painting
sightscreens, tidying the changing rooms
and Groundsman’s shed or building new
facilities, your help would be gratefully
received on Sunday 3rd April from 9am.
Breakfast butties & coffee/tea available.
Everyone welcome.

Valley Invicta Update
Head
Teacher
Sarah Bone, sent
us this report:
We have had a
fantastically busy
first two terms of
school and are
delighted to be
part of the Kings
Hill community. The school has grown to
a current roll of in excess of sixty pupils
and I am so proud of how the new
children are being so warmly integrated
into school by our existing pupils.

I feel very privileged to work with my
families, staff and the wider community
who have all been so supportive and
committed to making a successful and
happy environment for the children.
We
are
looking
forward to the
completion of the new building at the
end of April and to welcoming both our
parental and wider community through
our new electronic doors!

Damaged Bins
If you have a damaged
Tonbridge
&
Malling
Borough Council (TMBC)
waste bin or missing bin
lid, you can report it to
TMBC via their website
tmbc.gov.uk. TM BC aim
to repair bins within 5
working days of the form
being submitted. Leave your bin in a
visible location until the repair takes
place, but continue to use the bin as
normal.
If your bin lid has become detached but
is still intact, please report damaged
hinges. If the bin lid is missing or
beyond repair please request a new bin
lid.

Hedges that are owned by KCC are cut
once a year during autumn or winter, as
they should not be cut during the spring
or summer months when birds are
nesting, unless for safety reasons. It is
an offence under the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981 to disturb the
nests of wild birds, so you should check
the areas you plan to cut beforehand.
Using hand shears saves energy, reduces
emissions and keeps noise down.
If there is a safety issue with an
overgrown hedge and you are aware that it is a KCC owned hedge please ring
03000 418181 or log a call at kent.gov.uk/highwayfaults.
If you are unsure who the hedge belongs to you can contact the Parish Office
on 01732 870382. Privately owned hedges and trees are the landowner’s
responsibility to maintain.

Youth Shelter
A new, stylish sheltered seating unit has been installed in
Gibson Drive. Jointly funded by Kings Hill Residential Estate
Management Company and Kings Hill Parish Council, this
collaboration will replace the benches close to the ball park and
children’s play area, providing a covered meeting point for all.

New Play Area
The Parish Council have received some interesting ideas and comments on
the proposed new play area, but we would love to hear more of them.
Please continue to let us know by calling 01732 870382 or emailing
office@kingshillparish.gov.uk.
A working group has been formed whose main focus will be to research and
review services, designs, consultation and quotations for the proposed play area
and report their findings to the Amenities Committee of the Parish Council. This
will ensure that the new play/activity area is safe, accessible, well maintained and
addresses the needs of the community.

Free Kitchen Caddies
Tonbridge & Malling Borough Council are supplying residents with free
kitchen caddies to help with the disposal of food waste for their green
lidded bins. Pick yours up from the TMBC reception at Gibson Drive,
Kings Hill.

M20 Bridge Widening
A scheme to widen the eastern overbridge at M20,
Junction 4, will be starting after Easter with
completion in the autumn.
It will add an additional lane to give more vehicle
stacking space at the traffic signals and will help to
cater for the additional traffic coming from new
developments along the Medway Valley. The scheme
will be funded by development contributions and a
Government grant.
Traffic management will be necessary to allow the
works to be built safely and KCC will be providing
information regularly so that inconvenience to all
road users and the local community can be
minimised. You can contact the project team at
M20J4MajorProject@kent.gov.uk for further
information.
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Kings Hill Parish Council has had another busy but productive year in 2015/16 with the completion of a number of projects for
the community as well as on-going provision of our services.

Allotments
The installation of the new allotments at the Sports
Park was finally completed and formally opened
by Jim Buttress, a judge from South East in Bloom,
in November. They are now home to 75 allotment
holders from Kings Hill who are transforming
the site ready for this year’s growing season. The
construction of the site included fencing, water
supply and an internal road. Currently there is a
waiting list so if you are interested in joining
the allotment holding community on Kings Hill please
get
in
touch
with
the
Parish
Office
on
office@kingshillparish.gov.uk.

Village Sign
Another long awaited project, the
village sign, was completed this year.
Residents and children from both
Discovery and Kings Hill Schools were
invited to provide designs which formed
the inspiration for the final design of
the sign.
We
held
an
official
opening
ceremony in October.
The guest of
honour, Andrew Blevins, Managing
Director of Liberty Property Trust cut
the ribbon to officially mark the
occasion. Kings Hill Parish Council was
also fortunate to have the Mayor of
Tonbridge
&
Malling
attend
the
ceremony. Tonbridge & Malling Borough
Council gave a funding contribution
towards the manufacture of the village
sign, which was carried out by Black
Forge Art of Wittersham in Kent. The
installation of the sign was undertaken
by Spectrum Signs.

Remembrance Day 2015
Another successful Remembrance
Day Parade and Ceremony was
organised in partnership with
the Kings Hill Churches and
uniformed groups. This community
event continues to grow and is
very well attended by residents.

Community Centre
The Community Centre continues to host a range of
popular activities for the local community including
lots of pre-school children’s musical and activity
groups, a wide range of dance and fitness classes,
11 plus classes, blood donor sessions, martial arts
classes, art lessons, plus many more. For details of
regular classes and events please check out our
website and Facebook page or call into the
Community Centre.
We also ran another Panto
this Christmas for younger
children,
which
was
as
popular as ever. The 2016
Panto will be advertised
locally.
The Community Centre is also
available to hire for private
parties at very competitive
rates. Why not give us a call
on 01732 220919 to discuss
your requirements?

Kings Hill Parish Council hope that the new village sign will identify
and welcome all those visiting, working and living into Kings Hill.

Archery at the Sports Park

KHPC introduced very popular weekly archery lessons at the Sports
Park run by our Duty Supervisor, Mark Keith. We were lucky to
receive sponsorship from Liberty Property Trust to help cover the
costs of purchasing some of the equipment required. The lessons
ran from April to September and are due to begin again in April
2016 and are open to all abilities and ages.
We were also lucky enough to host the Sir Thomas Wyatt
Tournament and the Whitefriars Tournaments consisting of
shooting with archers using all types of bow from Hi-Tec
Compound and Olympic Recurve bows through to more traditional
English Longbows. The weather was near perfect leading to some
very high scores.

Sports Park

The Sports Park is the base for Kings Hill Football
Club who train on a weekly basis on the floodlit
3G pitch. They also play their home games on the
excellent grass pitches throughout the season.
The 3G pitch is available to hire for regular
training or 5 a side games and is a popular venue
for
football
parties.
Spaces
come
up
intermittently during peak times and you should
give us a call to check out our current availability
on 01732 872271.
The Sports Bar is open to everyone so why not
come and visit today.
We will be hosting a number of community and
sporting events throughout the year.
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Social Media
KHPC continues to share relevant local information with residents via social media. Its Twitter
account has well over 550 followers and counting. We have also just set up a Facebook account,
helping us to communicate with even more residents. Why not take a look and follow us on Twitter
or like us on Facebook?

What else have the Parish Council been doing?
The Parish Office also has responsibilities for:



On-going management of various open spaces, playgrounds, salt bins, bus shelter and notice boards throughout Kings Hill



Undertaking initiatives to improve the area in which we live such as the “Bag it and Flag it” to highlight dog fouling
problems



Being consulted on all planning applications in the parish



Working with other agencies to develop initiatives to help improve parking and speeding problems



Campaigning for improvements to the public transport system serving Kings Hill



We have also been liaising with residents on the standard of verge maintenance currently undertaken by Kent Highways



Acting as a liaison between the community and other local organisations and Councils on anything related to the local
community

Budget 2015/16
The Council’s accounts are prepared in
accordance with the Accounts and Audit
Regulations
2003
(amended
2006).
They are subject to external and internal
audit (by an independent auditor).

INCOME
Precept
Facility Income

2015/16
budget £
215,938
379,900

Other
Spending from Reserves
Grants Receivable

TOTAL

4,550
63,863
35,156

699,407

EXPENDITURE
Overhead staff & office costs
Facility costs
Grants payable
Open spaces
Loan Repayments
Capital and project costs
Contingency reserve
Other

TOTAL

132,738
409,579
5,750
22,090
42,696
61,172
19,572
5,810

699,407

Donations and Grants
The following charitable donations and
grants to local community groups were
awarded in 2015/16:
Kings Hill Football Club £6,000
Heart of Kent Hospice £100
TMBC – Summer Play scheme
contribution £236
Royal British Legion £50
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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS UPDATE
THE PARISH
COUNCIL
Your current Parish Councillors are:
David Waller
Chair of the Parish Council
Ray Cassidy
Vice Chair of the Parish Council, and
Chair of the Amenities Committee
Tony Petty
Chair of Planning & Transportation
Committee & Kings Hill Sports & Leisure
Committee
Tony Steel
Chair of Finance & HR Committee
Robert Ayling

Chris Brown

Sarah Barker

Dave Hurring

Annual Parish Meeting 2016 - 13th April 7:30pm
You are invited to attend this year’s Annual Parish Meeting, a chance for you to
meet your Parish Councillors and discuss matters of interest. The date will be
widely advertised throughout Kings Hill. Come along and share your views with
the Parish Council.

Councillor Vacancy
Kings Hill Parish Council currently have a vacancy for
a Parish Councillor. Do you have spare time to offer
to make a difference to Kings Hill and serve your local
community? KHPC manage the Kings Hill Community
Centre, Sports Park, Allotments, various open spaces
and
children’s playgrounds, are consulted on all
planning applications in the parish, work alongside
residents and other community groups to achieve
improvements to the local and wider area plus share
information and offer general advice to members of
the public on various parish issues.
For more
information email or write to the Parish Council:
clerk@kingshillparish.gov.uk, Kings Hill P arish
Council, 70 Gibson Drive, Kings Hill ME19 4LG.

Alexander Board Sue Woodock

Contacting the Parish Council:
01732 870382
office@kingshillparish.gov.uk
kingshillparish.gov.uk
Kings Hill Community Centre
70 Gibson Drive, Kings Hill,
ME19 4LG

Kings Hill Walks Leaflet
The Parish Council has produced its first Walks Leaflet. This is a
four mile circular walk that takes you from the heart of Kings Hill,
around the golf course, into the neighbouring village of
Wateringbury through some delightful open countryside and
woodland.
Hard copies can be found in the Community Centre
entrance hall, at the Sports Park or can be printed off from the
Kings Hill Parish Council website.

Helen Munro CEO
Barbara Hucker Deputy Clerk
Georgina Jackson Assistant Clerk
Debbie Airey M arketing &
Communications Officer
Nicky Creed Assistant Financial
Officer
All Community Centre enquiries to:
khcc@kingshillparish.gov.uk

Parking & Speeding
Kings Hill Parish Council were kindly invited to take
part in Kings Hill School’s Safety Awareness week.
Kings Hill Parish Council and the children at Kings
Hill School are working together on a poster
campaign to bring to road users attention the need
to reduce speed and what different hazards to look
out for when driving near our schools.

All Sports Park enquiries contact:
sportspark@kingshillparish.gov.uk

Keep a look out as very soon you will see some wonderful posters from the
children at the school. The Parish Council will display some of the posters at the
Community Centre and on our website.

Check our website for further details or
if there is any information you would like
us to put online, please email it to
office@kingshillparish.gov.uk

Street Parties For The Queens 90th Birthday

The Parish Council, Community
Centre & Sports Park are on
Facebook. The Parish Council
& Sports Park are on

Twitter

@kingshillpc and @kingshillsp

Would you like to hold a
street party in your road
to celebrate the Queen’s
90th birthday?
If so,
you
can
make
an
application
to
Kent
County Council by going
to
their
website:
kent.gov.uk/roadsand-travel/highway-permits-and-licenses/apply-to-close-a-road/
planning-a-street-party. The closing date to make an application is 23rd
May 2016.
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Football Fun Day
This year’s Family Fun
Day, organised by Kings
Hill Football Club, will
take place at the Kings
Hill Sports Park from
2pm on Sunday 21st
May and is open to
the whole community.
With attractions such as a fire engine,
pony rides, gaming bus, toddler zone,
picnic area, face painting and lots of
stalls and food vendors, there is
something for everyone.

Easter Bin Collections
There will be no bin collections on Good
Friday or Easter Monday.
Week commencing 21st March: There
will be no change in collection days if
your bin is collected on a Monday,
Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday. If
your collection day is Friday 25th March
your bins will be collected on Saturday
26th March.
Week commencing 28th March:
All
collections will take place one day later
than normal.

Memorial Stones
Liberty Property Trust
have advised the Parish
Council that they intend
to reinstate the granite
panels, which are part of
the
Running
Airman
memorial
sculpture
located in Gibson Drive,
before
the
Summer.
Jointly commissioned by
the West Malling Airfield
Memorial Group, Tonbridge & Malling
Borough Council and Liberty Property
Trust in 2002, the memorial honours the
military and civilian personnel who were
based at Kings Hill, formerly RAF West
Malling, throughout the years.

Running Club
The Kings Hill Sports Park
Beginners Running Club is
now in its second year. They
meet every Wednesday at
12pm at the Sports Park. All abilities
welcome, mums with pushchairs, or if
you want to bring your dog – all are
welcome. Sessions are adapted to meet
individual abilities. For more information
call Janine on 01732 872271 or email
sportspark@kingshillparish.gov.uk.

MARCH

COMMUNITY EVENTS DIARY

Sat 19th - Pre-School East Egg Hunt & Prize Draw, around Liberty Square,
tickets can be purchased from the pre-school at £4 per child
Fri 25th - M anor P ark Country P ark Easter Trail 11am -3pm. £6 per child.
Pre-booking is advisable at kent.gov.uk/kentcountryparks

APRIL
Sat 16th - First cricket match of the season. Kings Hill First Team X1
friendly match again Shipbourne Cricket Club
Fri 22nd - Community Centre Open Evening 7pm - 11pm. Check our
website for more details
Sun 24th - KH Pre-School Treasure Hunt around Kings Hill, please call
01732 840180 for further details

MAY
Fri 6th - KH Pre-School Pamper Night, 8pm, Kings Hill Golf Club, please call
01732 840180 for further details
Thurs 19th - Public Engagement meeting outside Discovery School 8.45am9.15am
Sat 21st - Family Fun Day organised by KHFC at Kings Hill Sports Park open to
the whole community

JUNE
Sat/Sun 4th & 5th - Kings Hill Football Club 3rd Annual Summer Tournament
at Kings Hill Sports Park.

JULY
Sun 17th- KH Pre-School Summer Games, 11am-1pm, for children aged 2-8
years, call 01732 840180 for further details.

Easter Church Services
GOOD FRIDAY
St Michaels Offham - 9:15am Good Friday M orning P rayer
St Mary’s West Malling
2pm Quiet Hour
3.30pm X:plore Easter for children & families
St Lawrence Mereworth - 2pm Meditations On The Cross
St Gabriel’s Kings Hill - 9.45am I nterative Family Service,
including crafts, activities and refreshments at Discovery School
St Thomas More West Malling
11am The Walk Of Witness starting at St Thomas More RC Church
2.50pm Good Friday Liturgy

EASTER SUNDAY
St Michael’s Offham
6am Dawn Service
9.15am All-Age Easter Communion
St Mary’s West Malling
8am Holy Communion
11am All-Age Easter Communion
St Lawrence Mereworth - 9.30am Family Easter Celebration
St Gabriel’s Kings Hill - 9.30am All age service and Holy Communion at
Discovery School
St Thomas More West Malling - 10am Easter Family Mass

The View From The Hill Is the quarterly newsletter from Kings Hill Parish Council

