The Quarterly Newsletter from Kings Hill Parish Council

THE VIEW FROM THE HILL

Spring 2015
A Word From Your
Chairman
Suppose you were getting
married and wanted the
Banns read in your Parish
Church, where would that
be? An easy question you
might think, but not in
Kings Hill which straddled
four ancient Ecclesiastical Parishes:
East Malling, West Malling,
Wateringbury and Mereworth. Some of
us even have a boundary running right
through our house.
The good news is that on March 1st the
Diocese made changes to the
Ecclesiastical boundaries, which I
believe will see us through the next
few years until we have our long
awaited Parish Church and Kings Hill is
made a Parish in its own right.
We now have only one (sensible)
boundary through our village with
every house in just one Parish,
either West Malling or Mereworth.
Next I plan to tackle the anomalies in
the Parish Council‟s “Civil” boundary.

Parish Council Elections
7th May 2015
Come And Have Your Say!
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Kings Hill Village Sign
The Kings Hill Village Sign Project was first discussed in 2005
and work began on the sign in 2011. Since that time school
competitions, public consultations and many hours of review
have taken place.
Kings Hill Parish Council are now pleased to be able to
announce that a new Kings Hill Village sign has been ordered
and it is hoped it will be erected at the entrance to Kings Hill
in Gibson Drive before the end of the summer. The design
of the village sign has been an amalgamation from the ideas
of local school children, residents and local history.
Grant funding has been received towards the cost of the
sign.

Council Tax Increase - 9 pence a week
Kings Hill Parish Council (KHPC) continues to invest in its community assets,
provide key community services and represent the views of residents of Kings
Hill. After taking on the operations of the Kings Hill Sports Park in September
2013, we have been working hard to increase income to give the best value to
council tax payers. Work will focus on this throughout 2015/16. After using
reserves for a number of years to reduce the impact of rising costs on council tax
payers, KHPC must begin investing in its contingency fund to ensure its assets
are prudently managed. KHPC agreed to increase their portion of the Council Tax
by 9 pence per week (£4.77 per annum for a Band D property and £7.95 for a
Band G property).

Archery Comes To The Sports Park
The Parish Council is pleased to announce
that they will be providing weekend
Archery lessons from the 11th April
2015 at the Kings Hill Sports Park.
Beginners‟ lessons are available for
everyone from 6 years old to adult.
Archery places will be provided on a pay
as you go basis and your place can be
pre-booked via email. We are also able to
provide archery parties for both children
and adults.
Why not get in touch to
discuss your requirements?
To book or for more information please contact us via email at:
sportspark@kingshillparish.gov.uk

NOTE FOR YOUR DIARY - ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 15TH APRIL 2015
7.30PM AT THE COMMUNITY CENTRE - EVERYONE WELCOME TO ATTEND

VILLAGE NEWS UPDATE
Mereworth & Kings Hill Scout Group

Broadband
Liberty Property Trust has been trying
to work with Openreach for a number
of years to improve the broadband
speeds on Kings Hill and are asking for
help from residents to fill in an on-line
survey to help them find the necessary
information. Please help by going to
surveymonkey.com/s/XVWNFN3

Your Scout Group needs you!
The number of young people wanting to join
Scouting is growing beyond availability. Yet
it need not be like that.
This can be solved with more adult help that
need only be as much time as you can give.
Scouting offers young people the opportunity
to experience, learn and grow while having fun and offers the same for us adults.
In fact, it could be viewed as charity that gives as much back as you put in.
If you are over 18 years old and want to find out how you might be able to help,
please email us at help@mkhscouts.org.uk and visit our website
mkhscouts.org.uk. With more adult help more of our young people will be able
to enjoy the fantastic opportunity Scouting offers.

Police
Police Contact Points are on a rolling two week schedule. The police van will be in
the ASDA car park, 1 Alexander Grove, Kings Hill for an hour long visit on Fridays
from 4:30pm to 5:30pm on a fortnightly basis.
Come along to talk to a
neighbourhood officer about any policing concerns you may have, to get safety
advice or to collect a free crime prevention item. (Subject to availability).
How to Contact Kent Police:
In an emergency, if a crime is in progress or life is in danger, call 999
For non urgent issues call 101
If deaf or speech impaired, text „Police „and your message to
60066
For news and advice visit www.kent.police.uk
Follow on Twitter @kent_police or @kentpoliceton
Find Kent Police on Facebook

Cycling Club
We are pleased
to announce that
Kings
Hill‟s
weekend Cycling
Club
is
now
active.

E-watch
The Parish Council would like to encourage residents to sign up to
E-watch, the website that provides twice weekly updates on reported
incidents from the police by area, together with important updates
from Trading Standards.
To sign up please go to their website
e-watch.co

Starting at the Sports Park, Saturday
morning rides set off at 10am each
week for either a 10-12 mile ride, for
those wanting to build up fitness plus
gain confidence riding on roads, or
possibly enjoy an off-road trail ride.
Sunday morning rides set off at 9am
for a longer ride - 30 miles plus. This
ride includes a café stop en-route
before returning to the Sports Park.
Please feel free to join us and bring
along any friends or family, all are
welcome, there are no age restrictions
and no-one will be left behind. Please
bear in mind that we will be riding on
roads if you wish to bring children
along.
After the ride the Sports Bar,
situated inside the Sports Park, will be
open for post-ride re-fuelling.
For more info contact Janine Brown,
Sports Park Manager, on 01732
872271 or email Roger Maddams at
rogerjmaddams@aol.com. You can
also tweet @kingshillvelo

Would you like to sponsor a community project? We have various projects that you
could help fund. If so please email office@kingshillparish.gov.uk

Kings Hill Parish Council Annual Report 2014/2015
Chairman’s Report
My second year as Chairman of your Parish Council was as challenging as I anticipated in my last report; however it
was also a year of significant progress. We received revised Phase 3 plans last spring which triggered our well
attended second public consultation in Kings Hill School. The consultation was used to prepare the Parish Council
response. The revised plans were approved in October.
Having managed the Sports Park under license for 6 months I was pleased to sign the lease last April and we were finally
able start work on the Sports Bar and Allotments. The Sports Bar opened in August and work on the Allotments started in
November after receiving planning permission. The Sports Park is going from strength to strength and the Sports Bar is
already very popular: unfortunately the weather has delayed the Allotments.
Plans for the coming year include additions and improvements to the facilities and services we offer the community. Finances
are tight so no major projects are planned but we will begin preparing for the new community facilities we anticipate under
the S106 obligations on the developers. We will continue the strategic review of our operations, which have grown
significantly in the last two years, to ensure the Parish Council provides residents with best value.
During the year Cllrs Sharp, Morfill and Griggs retired, and I would like to thank them for their efforts. Cllrs Board, Cockell
Lambotte and O‟Moore were co-opted to bring us back to full strength. This has been a busy year for both staff and
Councillors and I would like to thank everyone for their support and particularly to acknowledge the generosity of Councillors
who voluntarily give of their time to help make Kings Hill such a special place.
Dave Waller
Chairman of Kings Hill Parish Council

Committee Reports Civic Year 2014/2015
Community Centre
Committee
The Community Centre
continues to provide a
wide range of classes
and events for the
residents of Kings Hill.
There was a lower than expected
turnout for the Summer Fete last year
and KHPC have decided not to hold a
fete in 2015.
The Christmas Pantomime Jack and
the Beanstalk was well supported.
Thanks to everyone who came along.
There will be a Pantomime at the
Community Centre in December 2015
(date to be confirmed).
Nikki Clark was appointed interim
Community Centre Manager last
October and is busy booking new
hirers and events to the Centre. Nikki
has also set up a Kings Hill Community
Centre Facebook page.

The Village Sign
Work has continued on the final design
and proposed location of the sign,
involving negotiations with TMBC, KCC
and LPT. Funding has been sought and
the fabrication and erection of the village
sign will take place later in the year.
Open Spaces
The Parish Council is responsible for the
condition and upkeep of various open
spaces. These “Open Spaces” include the
landscaping at Kings Hill Sports Park,
Anson Avenue playground area, Garden
Way and Lapins Lane.
Further Projects
We have also worked on the registration
of
Community
Assets
under
the
Community Right to Bid, started a series
of leaflets for walks around Kings Hill and
organised Community Services such as
Remembrance Day and responded to
planning applications associated with
trees within the parish boundary.

Kings Hill Sports Park
It has been a fantastic
year of development and
improvements in all areas of
the Sports Park. Here is a list
of achievements:

Amenities Committee
During the year
the
Amenities
Committee has
continued
to
work on:
Kings Hill Sports Park Allotments
After signing the lease in September
2014, the committee then progressed
the design and development of the
Allotment site and awarded the
c o ntr ac t f or the co ns tr uc tio n.
Unfortunately inclement weather this
winter has delayed the preparation
work of the Allotment site. This work
will be completed as soon as is
practicable when the appropriate
ground conditions exist.

 New manager appointed, Janine Brown.
 New catering supervisor appointed,
Nathan Hills.

 The café and bar have been a great
success and welcomed by all.

 The 3G pitch is being used to its


maximum in peak times and is in
excellent condition.
Our aim to widen the number of sports
provided is slowly being achieved; in
addition to the KHFC (a major user),
walking football, keep fit, running,
cycling groups and rugby all take place
each week, with archery planned
imminently.

 We have

been discussing the
likely improvements arising from
Phase 3 planning obligations. This
could bring us tennis, hockey,
netball,
basketball
and extra
cricket provision.

Thank you residents for all your
support this year; please continue
and let us know your views.

Planning & Transportation
Committee
The
Planning
&
Transportation
Committee aims to represent the
views of the community when
consulted on planning applications
and to improve transportation issues
on Kings Hill.
The Committee have been consulted
on 47 planning applications this year
and we would like to encourage
residents to exercise their rights to
comment on planning applications.
The committee have also worked on
the following issues throughout the
year:

 To reduce obstructive parking.
 To raise awareness of the 30 mph
speed limit on Kings Hill and to
reduce anti-social driving
behaviours.

 Consultation concerning proposed
works at Kent Street and other
highway matters.

 Working on behalf of residents with
issues such as pedestrian access to
Little Waitrose, construction traffic
parking, road signs and lines,
street lighting, bus timetables and
bus overcrowding.

Representatives on local voluntary, public and community
organisations

What is a Parish Council?
A Parish Council is the tier of local
government closest to the people. It is not
linked to the church in any way. The Council
can respond to the needs of the community
- delivering the services or representation it
most needs. To do this well we need to hear
from the community about local issues, so
please keep in touch.

Kent Association of Local Councils TMBC Area Committee

Sarah Barker

TMBC Parish Partnership Panel

Dave Waller
Sarah Barker

Blaise Farm Liaison Committee

Sarah Barker

TMBC Standards Board

Dave Waller

What does a Parish Council do?

Malling Action Partnership

Dave Waller

Joint Parish Councils Transport
Consultative Group

Sarah Barker

Kings Hill Youth Club Trustees

Sarah Barker

Manor Park Liaison Group

Sarah Barker

Cultural Pod Steering Committee

Sarah Barker
Sue Woodcock

Liberty Quarterly Meetings

Ray Cassidy
Graham Hall
Tony Petty
Dave Waller

The responsibilities of a Parish Council can
include the provision and management of
allotments, looking after open spaces and
maintaining bus shelters and community
buildings.
A Parish Council can provide
them itself, or by helping others (such as a
charity) financially to do so.
Councils are also the focal point for
various local consultations.
The Parish
Councillors know the village and can
represent its views to other authorities.

Who runs the Council?

Grants

Parish Council elections were held in May
2011 to elect twelve councillors to run the
council for four years. They work for the
community on an unpaid voluntary basis. A
Parish Clerk is appointed to advise the
Council and manage the administration of
the Council.

The following grants were awarded to local community groups in
2014/2015:

What does Kings Hill
Council (KHPC) do?

Parish

KHPC is responsible for the following:

 The Kings Hill Community Centre
 The Kings Hill Sports Park
 The Kings Hill Sports Bar
 Maintenance of the playground and green
in Anson Avenue and other open spaces in
Phase 1

 Installation and replenishment of salt bins
in residential areas

 The provision and maintenance of a bus
shelter

 Community Notice Boards
 Set up and design of new allotments at
the Kings Hill Sports Park

 Consulted on all planning applications in
the parish

 Acting as a liaison between the community
and other local organisations and Councils

 A quarterly newsletter sent out to all
residents of Kings Hill Parish

 Nominates representatives to serve on
local voluntary, public and community
organisations

Kings Hill Cricket Club £600

Kings Hill Pre-School £500

Budget 2014/15
The Council‟s accounts are prepared in accordance with the Accounts and
Audit Regulations‟ 2003 (amended 2006). They are subject to external
and internal audit (by an independent auditor). Council income is derived
from the Council precept, which is collected via council tax, hire charges
for use of council facilities and grant funding to support community
activities.
The Council is striving to increase income from facility hire charges to
ensure best value to the residents of Kings Hill. With the opening of the
Sports Bar in 2014 as well as the Sports Park and Community Centre, the
Council anticipate that on-going running costs of the facilities will be
mainly met from operations and hire income.

Income

2014/15
Budget £

Precept

190,127

Facility Income

292,780

Other
Spending from reserves
Grants Receivable

TOTAL

19,015
17,177
7,000

526,099

Expenditure
Overhead staff & office costs
Rent and office costs
Facility costs

90,192
13,529
319,442

Grants Payable
Open spaces

6,000
29,900

Loan Repayments

42,696

Capital & Project costs
Contingency Reserve

7,600
10,000

Other

TOTAL

6,740

526,099

PARISH COUNCIL NEWS UPDATE
THE PARISH
COUNCIL

Allotments
The wet winter weather is causing further
delays
to
the
construction
of
the
allotment site.

Your current Parish Councillors are:
Dave Waller
Chair of the Parish Council
Ray Cassidy
Vice Chair of the Parish Council, Chair of
Finance & HR & Amenities Committees
Sarah Barker
Chair of the Community Centre
Committee

Resources are in place and ready for any break in the weather (such as we had
in April 2014 when it was relatively sunny and dry), to enable the contractors to
continue the works. We will continue to keep you informed.

Graham Hall
Chair of Kings Hill Sports Park
Committee

Dog Fouling On Kings Hill
Kings Hill has an ever growing population of four-leggedfriends, in all shapes and sizes. Unfortunately, despite
there being a total of 58 dog bins across Kings Hill there
are still irresponsible dog owners who do not clear up
after their pets.

Tony Petty
Chair of Planning & Transportation
Committee
Alexander Board Michael O’Moore
Aaron Cockell

Tony Steel

Paul Lambotte

Sue Woodcock

The ground preparation (stone clearance) is not
possible until such time as the soil is relatively
dry and friable. Excess water in the soil clogs
the machinery and could result in soil
breakdown. The ground will not be ready for
stone clearance until the weather substantially
improves.

On behalf of the Kings Hill community, we appeal to all
dog owners / walkers to pick up after their dogs. One
pathway in particular, close to McArthur Drive, has been
nicknamed “poo path” by some residents, which is where a new bin has been
added, which even dispenses poo bags!

David Murray

If you think that there is an area which needs an additional dog waste bin,
please email: kingshillresidential@libertyproperty.com

Contacting the Parish Council:

If you witness any dog fouling, please contact the TMBC Dog Warden on
01732 876147 or email dog.warden@tmbc.gov.uk

01732 870382
office@kingshillparish.gov.uk
kingshillparish.gov.uk

The witness statement should include the date, time, place, description of dog
and owner, and owner's address if you have it.

Kings Hill Community Centre
70 Gibson Drive, Kings Hill,
ME19 4LG

Security On Kings Hill

Helen Munro CEO
Barbara Hucker Assistant Parish Clerk
Debbie Airey Admin Assistant
Nicky Creed Assistant Financial Officer
All Community Centre enquiries to:
khcc@kingshillparish.gov.uk
For Sports Park enquiries contact:
sportspark@kingshillparish.gov.uk

Automatic number plate recognition (ANPR) cameras
have been installed on both entrances of Kings Hill. The
cameras will record the details of all vehicles entering
and exiting Kings Hill and will be linked directly to Kent
Police who will retain and manage the recorded details.

Obstructive Parking On Kings Hill

Check our website for further details or
if there is any information you would
like us to put online, please email it to
office@kingshillparish.gov.uk
Follow us on twitter @kingshillpc

The Sports Park and Sports
Bar are now on
Facebook
& the Sports Park is also on
Twitter @kingshillsp

Parking on Kings Hill continues to be
a huge issue and we would like to
remind residents to use the car
parking areas allocated to their
property instead of parking on the
roads. During the first half of 2015
an ambulance could not reach a
resident due to inconsiderate
parking and there has also been a
collision on Fortune Way.
Please
think of other residents before
parking your vehicle on the road or
pavement.

kingshillparish.gov.uk

KINGS
HILL PARISH
KH Football
Club
COUNCIL
After
such
a
successful event in
2014
where
a r o u nd
2,000
people attended,
Kings Hill Football
Club is pleased to
announce that it
will
be
hosting
their annual Fun
on
the
Hill
Community Fun Day on 16th May 2015 at
the Kings Hill Sports Park starting at
2pm. Tickets will be available to purchase
in advance and again will include a host of
activities for the whole family.
Our
dedicated "Kids Zone" will be bigger and
better than ever, plus we will have plenty
of entertainment for adults including a bar,
stalls from local vendors, music and
shows. Whilst this event is run by the
football club it is not solely football focused
and aims to incorporate the whole
community. Please keep a look out for
further information on posters, on Twitter
and on Facebook.
This year our chosen charities are CLIC
Cancer Care for Children and Prostate
Cancer UK.
We will be raising money
through our raffle and hope to beat the
£2,000 we raised for Demelza Children's
Hospice in 2014.
To do this we need
generous
donations
of
raffle prizes. If you could
help with a raffle prize
donation, are interested in
a stall or would like to
advertise a business in our
programme please email:

COMMUNITY EVENTS DIARY
APRIL
Friday 3rd April - St Gabriel‟s Good Friday service at 9.30am at
Discovery School
Friday 3rd April - Manor Park Country Park Easter Bunny Hunt 10am-3pm
£6 per child. Tickets from kent.gov.uk/kentcountryparkevents
Sunday 5th April - Kings Hill Christian Fellowship Easter Family
Service at 10.30am
Sunday 5th April - St Gabriel‟s Easter Sunday Service 9.30am at
Discovery School
Sunday 5th April - St Thomas More RC at West Malling Easter Family Mass
10am
Saturday 11th April - Launch of Kings Hill Sports Park Archery Club for
beginners
Saturday 11th April - Spadeworks Offham Farmer‟s Market 10am-2pm

MAY
Saturday 9th May - Spadeworks Offham, Farmers Market 10am to 2pm
Saturday 16th May - Kings Hill Football Club - Fun On The Hill Day at Kings
Hill Sports Park
Friday 29th May - Catwalk Connections Fashion Show at the Community
Centre from 7pm. See full details below.
Friday 29th May - Manor Park Owl Experience Day 10am-3pm. Free event
but spaces are limited so book in advance at kent.gov/kentcountryparks

JUNE
Saturday 13th June - Spadeworks Offham, Farmers Market & Summer Fair
10am-4pm
Thursday 18th June - Pre-School Quiz Night 8pm at Kings Hill Golf Club.
For tickets contact 01732 840180
Friday 26th June 11am Armed Forces Day Flag will be raised at the flag pole
in Alexander Grove near Queen Street. For further details go to
armedforces day.org.uk

JULY
Saturday 11th July - Discovery School Summer Fair 12.30pm to 3pm

funonthehill2015@gmail.com

KH Cricket Club - New Players Wanted
As well as the junior squad, this year KHCC
will have two teams playing a mixture of
league and friendly fixtures on both
Saturdays and Sundays. The Sunday team
have joined the Kent Village League, and to
ensure the on-going success of the club,
KHCC are still keen to attract more players.
If you are interested in joining, or if you want
to find out when there is a net session that you can attend, please contact Shaun
McMurray via email at kingshillcc@hotmail.co.uk

Young Leaders In Cricket
The Young Leaders in Cricket Award is for young people
aged 14-16 years interested in cricket . It requires
completion
of
a
training
programme
including:
ECB
Young
Leaders
Award,
Introduction to Umpiring and Scoring Course,
Institute of Groundsman Course and Basic First Aid
Awareness plus 20 hours of volunteering within their
club or community. The award offers the Young Leaders a great
education and experience in the game with lots of benefits. For more information
contact
either
Beverley
Emmerson
at
TMBC
Leisure
Services
Beverley.Emmerson@tmbc.gov.uk or Peter Robinson the T&M District Cricket
Development Officer on peter.cricket.robinson@gmail.com.

The View From The Hill is the quarterly newsletter from Kings Hill Parish Council

