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The Annual Parish Meeting
To be held on Thursday 14th March 2013 at the Kings Hill Community Centre, Gibson Drive.
An opportunity to view displays and meet Councillors informally:
2:30 to 4:30pm and 6:30 to 8:00pm. The formal meeting starts at 8:00pm.
Residents are invited to come along and
speak to their elected Parish Councillors
about issues of concern and to tell them
what facilities they would like to have in

the village of Kings Hill. Local community
groups and organisations will also be
attending with details of their groups.

Complimentary refreshments will be
served throughout the event. Full details
will be on the Parish Council notice boards
and the Parish Council website.

Sports Facilities on Target
The construction of the Sports Pavilion
and Artificial Grass Pitch at Heath Farm are
progressing well, despite the recent wintry
weather, with the footprint of both
facilities now clearly visible.

specification of the first floor kitchen and
bar area.

While the structures are being built, some
of the site’s details are being finalised. This
includes designing the AGP line markings
to enable touch rugby to be played as well
as football and completing the

There is still a great deal of work to do
before the facilities are operational at the
end of August 2013 – including finalising
the lease agreement, choosing a name for
the site, recruiting staff, installing lockers
and furniture, fitting out the kitchen and
bar, marking out the lines on the grass
pitches and, of course, taking bookings!

We look forward to welcoming Kings Hill
residents, workers, schoolchildren and
sporting organisations, especially Kings Hill
Football Club, to use these spectacular
facilities which have been gifted to the
community by the development
partnership of Liberty Property Trust and
Kent County Council.

Council Tax Increase –
4 pence a week
The Parish Council element of residents’
council tax is set to rise by 4 pence per week
(or £2.20 per year) for a Band D Household,
up to 8 pence (or £4.39 per year) for a Band H
household. The Parish Council has managed
to keep its element of your council tax the
same for 3 years but the combined effect of
recent unexpected reductions in
government funding and increasing costs
has led to the decision for this increase. The
Parish Council is also investing in two major
projects in 2013/14 at Heath Farm for the
sporting facilities and the new allotments.

Image courtesy of Liberty Property Trust

Volunteers Wanted

to help with the

Kings Hill Summer Fete

Saturday 27th July 2013

www.kingshillparish.gov.uk

On the day to help on a stall or in the kitchen,
leading up the event to help with admin and ideas,
or to help organise and run the Raffle
Please contact Hilary Wren on 01732 220919
or email khch@kingshillparish.gov.uk
The View from The Hill

News Update

Image courtesy of Liberty Property Trust

Operation Race
It had been raised by the local community,
businesses and the Parish Council that
speeding is a problem on Kings Hill, the
speed limit being 30mph.
As such, a combined initiative to tackle this
issue was undertaken. It involved utilising a
team of police officers equipped with a
speed gun and deployed in the areas of
most concern, during times when speeding
peaks.
The overarching aim of this operation is to
improve the safety of Kings Hill and educate
drivers as to the implications of driving at
excessive speed.
So far, officers have issued a considerable
number of fixed penalty notices and referred
motorists to the Driver Awareness Course
(aimed at improving/educating motorist’s
bad habits).
It is hoped that this operation will raise
awareness of this issue and foster an attitude
of careful and considerate driving in those
that live, work and visit Kings Hill.
The Parish Council wish to thank County
Councillor Richard Long for providing a grant
for Operation Race.

Control Tower – Update from Liberty Property Trust
Work to refurbish and extend the Control
Tower is scheduled to be completed by the
end of March 2013. After that, the interior
design works for the offices on the first
and second floors of the building will be
undertaken by a specialist in order to
properly respect its art deco features.
Meanwhile, the coffee shop operator is
working up its plans for the fit out of the
ground floor. The works relating to the hard
and soft landscaping and the new parking

area are all linked to the completion of the
interior works and anticipated for Summer
2013. The installation of wayfinding and
supporting artworks, for which the Control
Tower was the catalyst and central to the
cultural strategy for Liberty Square, will be
undertaken during this final phase of overall
works. Plans and timings for the official
opening of the Control Tower and unveiling
of the artworks will be developed over the
next few months.

Crime
Criminal damage, violence and drug related
offences are all down when compared to last
year. The main crime spike has been
burglaries, particularly to garages and, more
recently, houses.
Residents are encouraged to keep property
safe by;
n
n
n

security marking it
photographing it
recording identification marks

These can aid police with recovery, assist in
convicting offenders and deter offenders.
Power tools, golf clubs and higher value
pedal cycles are commonly targetted items.
Secondly, residents are asked to be security
conscious – don’t leave the door open to
avoid ‘showcasing’ your property to
offenders who may be on the lookout for
future targets and make sure garages are
locked at all times, especially when dark.
Finally, please report any suspicious people,
vehicles or activity on 101 or 999.

ROC Update
The top ranking issues of concern to
residents from the recent ROC Conversation
included issues around youth and anti-social
behaviour. As a result there are plans
underway to set up a ROC cafe in Kings Hill.
Kings Hill Parish Council Chairman Sarah Barker
in Gibson Drive with Cllr Dave Waller and
Police Inspector Nick Sparkes.

www.kingshillparish.gov.uk

Some of the youth of Kings Hill are
passionate about driving forward the plan
for the Kings Hill cafe and are currently
supported by Kent County Council Youth
workers, ROC Ambassador Angela Vincent
and Grant Phypers from Kings Hill Christian
Fellowship/Zone 12 Youth Ministries.

ROC Ambassador for West Malling and
Kings Hill, Angela Vincent, was invited to
meet with the new Police and Crime
Commissioner for Kent, Anne Barnes, about
ROC’s work. Ms Barnes is enthusiastic about
the idea being adopted in Kent on a wider
scale and has offered to lend support
wherever necessary. A great start for ROC!
If you have ideas for a site for the cafe, or can
offer your help in some way, please contact
Angela on 01732 522513 or email
rocwestmallingkingshill@gmail.com
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The Parish Council
Councillor attendance of
Full Council Meetings this civic year
Sarah Barker
Chair of the Parish Council and
Amenities Committee
75% Ray Cassidy
Vice Chair of the Parish Council
and Chair of the Finance and
HR Committee
92% David Morfill
Chair of the Community Centre
Committee
100% Matt Peake
Chair of the Kings Hill Sports
Committee
100% Sue Woodcock
Chair of Planning &
Transportation Committee
*
44% Emma George
100%* Robert Griggs
92% Graham Hall
58% David Murray
33% Tony Petty
75% Lindsay Sharp
83% David Waller
83%

Parish Salt Bins

Schools Expansion

With the first period of snow in January the
parish salt bins were emptied and refilled
very quickly. Unfortunately, as stated
previously in The View from the Hill, KHPC
will only be refilling parish salt bins a
maximum of twice throughout the whole
winter period. With this in mind, we ask
residents to use the salt sparingly and only
on roads and footways where it is really
needed. If the winter is exceptionally hard,
KHPC may not be able to continue to re-fill
the bins when it is required.

Kent County Council has agreed to the
permanent expansion of Discovery School
to a three form entry school, despite the
opposition of parents and the Parish Council.
The school will ultimately have the capacity
to take 630 pupils. Kings Hill School is also
expanding temporarily to a three form entry
school from September 2013 and is planning
to create extra class-rooms to accommodate
the extra pupils.

There are three Kent County Council
Highways salt bags for use by residents on
the highways at the following locations on
Kings Hill:- Pippin Way near the Bandstand,
Crispin Way in the car park and outside
Discovery School on the verge. If you find
these empty please let the Parish Office
know on 01732 870382 or you can e-mail
office@kingshillparish.gov.uk.

The growing issue of dangerous and
obstructive parking is a matter that the
Parish Council takes very seriously.
Throughout 2012 residents have continued
to report incidents to the Parish Council and
further expansion of Kings Hill will only serve
to increase this problem. We will be working
closely throughout the coming year with our
partners to investigate ways of tackling this
problem.

Attendance since their co-option onto
the Council during the year 2012-13

Contacting the Parish Council
To raise an issue with the Parish Council
please contact:

Kings Hill Community Centre
70 Gibson Drive, Kings Hill, Kent ME19 4LG
01732 870 382
office@kingshillparish.gov.uk
www.kingshillparish.gov.uk
Check our website for further information
or if there is any information you would
like us to put online, please email it to
office@kingshillparish.gov.uk.
For Council meeting dates please check
our website.

www.kingshillparish.gov.uk

Our year 5 and 6 children have moved into
their new pavilion classrooms and have
made themselves at home remarkably
quickly. The classrooms are already
decorated with beautiful displays of the
children’s work and we look forward to
welcoming our parents in to see these
lovely rooms.

Obstructive Parking

*

Helen Munro Parish Clerk
clerk@kingshillparish.gov.uk
Barbara Hucker Assistant Parish Clerk
office@kingshillparish.gov.uk
Debbie Airey Administration Assistant
admin@kingshillparish.gov.uk
Hilary Wren Centre Manager
khch@kingshillparish.gov.uk

Discovery School –
New Classrooms

Dog Fouling on
Kings Hill Continues
KHPC would like to bring to residents’
attention the issue of dog fouling on and
around the cricket pitch. Residents have
reported an increase in dog fouling in this
area. The Parish Council is working with
Kings Hill Residential Estate Management
Company, Tonbridge and Malling Borough
Council’s Dog Warden and the Police to try
to combat the action of a few inconsiderate
dog owners who are causing a potential
health risk. There will be a concerted effort to
raise awareness of this problem by all the
parties concerned.
Please help us to keep Kings Hill a safe and
inviting place for both residents and visitors
by reporting instances of dog fouling to
Tonbridge & Malling Borough Council by
calling 01732 876147 or e-mailing
waste.services@tmbc.gov.uk.

Please help others, and yourself, by thinking
before you park:
n

n

n

‘Will I leave sufficient room for pedestrians,
mothers with pushchairs and the
disabled?’
’Will an emergency vehicle be able to get
through easily?’
‘Can car drivers see sufficiently clearly to
avoid an accident?’

Just by parking your car in your garage
(if you are able), not obstructing resident’s
property and parking a little further away
from your destination in a safer position
will help to alleviate some of the dangerous
and obstructive parking that is taking place
on Kings Hill.

The View from The Hill

Kings Hill Parish Council Annual Report 2012 | 2013
Chairman’s Report
Another year has passed very quickly
and once again the Parish Council has
been very active. The following
committee reports give details of Parish
Council activities over the last year. The
Parish Council Budget is also included.
During the last year two Councillors have left
the Parish Council and I would like to thank
both Gary Morris and Chris Joselin for their
contribution to the Parish Council. We now
have 2 new co-opted Councillors, Emma
George and Robert Griggs and I wish them
success on the Parish Council.

In September last year I met some of you at
the consultation on the future plans for Kings
Hill. The final planning application has not
yet been submitted to Tonbridge and
Malling Borough Council. Once the plans are
submitted, the Parish Council will be
consulting with Kings Hill Residents. I would
encourage you all to comment on the plans,
Kings Hill is about to change!
In May 2013 I will be stepping down as
Chairman, as required in the Parish Councils
standing orders. I will still be a Parish
Councillor and will continue to play an active
role. Since I became Chairman in May 2009
there have been many changes in Kings Hill

and at the Parish Council. My role over the
last four years has been made easier by the
Clerk, Helen Munro’s guidance through the
do’s and don’ts of being Chairman. I would
like to thank Helen, all the staff at the Parish
Office and those Councillors who play an
active role in the work of the Parish Council.

Sarah Barker
Chair of the
Parish Council &
Amenities Committee

Committee Reports Civic Year 2012|2013
Kings Hill Sports Committee
Much of the activity on the new sporting and
leisure facilities has focussed on planning how
the facilities will be managed and the early
stages of construction.

Community Centre Committee
The Community Centre was established for
the benefit of residents and the community
at large and 2012 was another successful year
for the Centre, which now has more regular
groups and classes than ever before. A leaflet
giving details of activities was delivered to
every house in Kings Hill last year.
The Community Centre is licensed to serve
alcohol and can be booked for functions,
making it an ideal venue for weddings,
christenings, parties and family gatherings.
Other community events included:
n

n
n

The Annual Summer Fete, last July, which
was a great success, assisted in no small way
by the beautiful sunny weather.
The Christmas Pantomime ‘Puss in Boots’,
once again had two showings.
In response to parental requests, a number
of holiday activities including a couple of
plays, took place during the school holidays.
Their popularity will ensure further school
holiday activities this year.

www.kingshillparish.gov.uk

At this time, the five grass pitches are seeded
and maturing well and building work has
commenced on the pavilion and the base for
the artificial grass pitch. Further construction
throughout the spring and summer will see
the floodlights, fencing and 3G playing
surface installed, the car parks laid and the
pavilion and changing rooms fitted out.
Grant funding of £5,000 towards the
installation of the kitchen has already been
secured and further sources of funding are
being pursued.
The Parish Council are keen to hear residents’
views about other sporting facilities that you
would like to see at Kings Hill.
Amenities Committee
Two benches commemorating the Diamond
Jubilee have been placed in the village, one at
the cricket oval and the other on the Green at
Pippin Way. The benches were bought with a
grant from the TMBC Community Grant and
Parish Council funding.

Allotments have been a major project over
the past year. Together with help from a focus
group, drawn from members of the allotment
waiting list, the Amenities Committee have
produced a project plan and as soon as a
lease for the allotment site is signed the
process to turn the donated land into
workable allotments will begin. Residents
who have their names on the allotment
waiting list will be getting regular updates
from March 2013.
Dog Fouling Campaign - There has been
a major campaign to get dog owners to pick
up after their dogs. Bins are provided
throughout the village – please use them.
Planning & Transportation Committee
This year has been one of the most active and
successful years that the P & T Committee has
had on the Parish Council.
Salt Bins - Our rolling programme has
increased the number of bins placed in the
community. In 2012, although the cost of salt
had escalated, we were able to keep up with
demand for salt. We intend to purchase more
salt bins in 2013.
Speeding on Kings Hill – With the help of a
grant, an anti-speeding campaign started in
November and will continue until the end of
March. We intend to continue with this action
over the coming year, providing a safer place
for us all to live. We would like to thank
residents for bringing this really important
issue to our notice.
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What is a Parish Council?
A Parish Council is the tier of local government
closest to the people. It is not linked to the
church in any way. The Council can respond
to the needs of the community - delivering
the services or representation it most needs.
To do this well we need to hear from the
community about local issues, so please keep
in touch.
What does a Parish Council do?
The responsibilities of a Parish Council can
include the provision and management of
allotments, looking after open spaces and
maintaining bus shelters and community
buildings. A Parish Council can provide them
itself, or by helping others (such as a charity)
financially to do so.
Councils are also the focal point for various
local consultations. The Parish Councillors
know the village and can represent its views
to other local authorities.
Who runs the Council?
Parish Council elections were held in May
2011 to elect twelve councillors to run the
council for four years. They work for the
community on an unpaid voluntary basis.
A Parish Clerk is appointed to advise the
Council and manage the administration and
operations of the Council.
What does Kings Hill
Parish Council do?
KHPC is responsible for the following:
The Kings Hill Community Centre
n	Maintenance of the playground and
green in Anson Avenue and other open
spaces in Phase 1
n Installation and replenishment of
salt bins in residential areas
n The provision and maintenance
of a bus shelter
n Community notice boards
n Set up and design of new allotments
at the Heath Farm site
n Set up and running the new sports
facilities at Heath Farm – due to be
operational in September 2013
n Consulted on all planning applications
in the parish
n Acting as a liaison between the
community and other local organisations
and Councils
n A quarterly newsletter sent out to all
residents of Kings Hill Parish
n Nominates representatives to serve on
12 local voluntary, public and community
organisations
n

www.kingshillparish.gov.uk

Representatives on local voluntary, public and community organisations
Kings Hill Youth Club

Lindsay Sharp (Chair of Trustees)
Sarah Barker (Trustee)
Sarah Barker

Kent Association of Local Councils
TMBC Area Committee
Kent Association of Local Councils
Executive Committee
Parish Partnership Panel
Blaise Farm Liaison Committee
TMBC Standards Board
Manor Park Liaison Group
TMBC Crime Prevention Panel
Malling Action Partnership
TMBC Joint Transportation Board
Joint Parish Councils
Transport Consultative Group

Sarah Barker
Sarah Barker | David Morfill | Matt Peake
Sarah Barker
Dave Waller
Sarah Barker
Dave Waller
Sarah Barker | Dave Waller
Sue Woodcock
Sarah Barker

Grants
The following grants were awarded to local community groups in 2012 | 2013:
Kings Hill and Larkfield
Community First Responders
for training facilities
TMBC Summer play scheme
Kings Hill Youth Club for room
hire and general running costs
Kings Hill Pre-school for
wooden toys
Kings Hill Youth Club for
their outreach programme

£714
£218
£17,600
£250
£2,880

Budget 2013 | 2014
The Council’s accounts are prepared in
accordance with the Accounts and Audit
Regulations’ 2003 (Amended 2006).
They are subject to external and internal
audit (by an independent auditor).

Tiddlers and Toddlers
mother and toddler group
for new equipment
Kings Hill School towards
their Olympic celebrations
Discovery School towards
their Key Stage 2 activity trail
Citizens advice Bureau
Kings Hill Cricket Club
for cricket equipment

£978
£250
£250
£100
£390

Every year local government electors are
given the opportunity to examine the
Council’s accounts and financial records.
Copies of full accounts are available
on request.

2012 | 2013 Budget £
Income
154,150
Precept
175,419	Facility Income
12,975	Other
188,823
Spending from Reserves
92,500
Grants Receivable
623,867
Total
		
Expenditure
163,238
Staff Costs
15,647	Rent and Office Costs
98,080	Facility Building Costs
0
Sports Ground Costs
43,000
Grants Payable
16,126	Open Spaces
42,696
Loan Repayments
221,220
Capital Projects
23,880	Other
623,867
Total

2013 | 2014 Budget £
158,728
220,465
19,519
87,516
26,000
512,228
180,463
16,950
162,742
15,050
22,100
56,520
42,696
0
15,707
512,228
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Events Diary

Angel Gabriel wins
public vote as church
name on Kings Hill
The Archangel Gabriel has come out on top
in the results of a public vote to choose a
name for the Church of England
congregation on Kings Hill. In November
last year, the Church of England
congregation on Kings Hill invited local
residents to participate in a public vote to
choose a name for their church community
and the winner has now been announced
as ‘St Gabriel’s Church, Kings Hill’. At present,
there isn’t a church building on Kings Hill
but the church meet each Sunday in the
Kings Hill Community Centre at 9.30am
for worship.

Kings Hill
Football Club
10th Anniversary
This season we celebrate our 10th
anniversary. Our teams range from Under
6’s to Mens and Vets. If you are interested
in joining our club next season please
contact us via the club website,
www.kingshillfc.org.
DIARY DATE: this year’s end of season
Fun on the Hill Day will be held at the
Kings Hill Avenue pitches on the afternoon
of Saturday May 18th and is open to all
residents not just club members.
Entry is £5 per adult.

Wednesday 27th February

WI – Titanic to Harry Potter – “Highs and Lows of a stunt woman’s life’
Contact Linda on 01732 522437

Sunday 17th March

KHCC – A special Church of England service
Hosted by the Bishop of Rochester, to formally inaugurate the
new name of the Church on Kings Hill at 9.30am at KHCC

Wednesday 20th March

Malling Society – ‘Ladies through the Eyes of a Painter’
Venue: Clout Institute. For more info visit www.themallingsociety.org.uk

Sunday 24th March

Palm Sunday Family Service at Mereworth Church – 9.30am

Wednesday 27th March

WI – From Tuscany to Venice Contact Linda on 01732 522437

Friday 29th March

Easter Bunny Hunt at Manor Park
11am to 3pm £5 per child. No booking required

Friday 29th March

Good Friday Worship – 9.30am
Venue tbc, check www.kingshillchurch.org.uk for details.

Sunday 31st March

Easter Sunday Holy Communion St Gabriel’s, Kings Hill
in the Youth Hall at the Community Centre – 9:30am

Sunday 31st March

Easter Family Service and Baptism Mereworth Church – 9.30am

Sunday 31st March

Easter Family Communion Service West Peckham Church – 11:15am

Wednesday 17th April

Malling Society – History of Hadlow Tower Venue: Clout Institute

Wednesday 24th April

WI – Puppy walking Contact Linda on 01732 522437

Wednesday 15th May

Malling Society – Jamestown, the Settlers
Venue: Clout Institute. For more info visit: www.themallingsociety.org.uk

Saturday 18th May

Kings Hill Football Club – Fun on the Hill Day Kings Hill Avenue Pitches

Wednesday 22nd May

WI – AGM Resolution & First Responders Scheme
Contact Linda on 01732 522437

Major Upcoming Events
Thursday 14th March

Kings Hill Parish Council APM at the Kings Hill Community Centre

Friday 19th, Saturday 20th
and Sunday 21st July

Music on the Hill – Weekend of acts including Jools Holland, McFly,
Peter Andre and Stooshe – More info on www.musiconthehill.org.uk

Saturday 27th July

Annual Kings Hill Summer Fete In and around the Community Centre

Success, is Scouting for new talent!
Mereworth and Kings Hill
Scout Group is currently
over-subscribed with
young people waiting to experience
Scouting, spread across all ages, Beavers
6 to 8yrs, Cubs 8 to 10½yrs , Scouts 10½ to
14yrs and Explorers 14 to 18yrs. With all
sections filled to capacity they need to
recruit more adults in order to continue to
deliver this award-winning outdoor
adventure programme. It would take just
6 more committed adults to allow the
group to take more than 50 children off
the waiting list.

The Scout programmes are about
growing and developing children who
will become responsible members of our
society, living in our village. Scouting not
only delivers a couple of hours fun each
week, but educates young people about
the environment, life skills, respect and
self-respect, and responsibility to
themselves and their community.
If you would like to find out more about
volunteering opportunities with Scouting
on Kings Hill please send an email to
gsl@mkhscouts.org.uk.

The View from The Hill is the Quarterly newsletter from the Kings Hill Parish Council.
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Alternatively please contact us on 01732 870 382 or email office@kingshillparish.gov.uk
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