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Dear Robert,
Following the organisation of an extraordinary meeting of our Planning &
Transportation Advisory Board, which we decided to hold given the strength of
feeling amongst our Members and community stakeholders, we have submitted a
response to the consultation on Changes to the Current Planning System. However,
the nature of the consultation questions is such that we felt it necessary to send this
letter to you in addition, as there was strong feeling amongst our Members that we
were not able to fully explain our concerns in that format.
TMBC has delivered extremely well against government housing targets and
previous targets set by former regional planning bodies and county Structure Plans
and it now seems as though our strategic approach to utilising sustainable brownfield
sites and considering the spread of our developments is resulting in us being
penalised with unachievable targets.
The Council’s latest Housing Land Supply position as of 31st March 2019 illustrates
this. The Local Development Framework Core Strategy was adopted in 2007 and
sought to deliver 6,375 dwellings over a 15 year plan period or an average of 425
per year. In the first five years 2006/7 to 2010/11 3,210 homes were built, an
average of 642 a year or 151% of the target. In the following five years 2011/12 to
2015/16 2,845 were built or an average of 569 per year (+134%). The reduction
explained in part by the effects of the global economic recession that began in 2008.
In the current five year period 2016/17 to 2020/21, we only have figures for the first
three years 2016/17 to 2018/19, during which 2,451 homes were completed or an
average of 817 per year. This illustrates that housing delivery has been consistently
strong in Tonbridge and Malling, despite being within an area of constraint.
https://www.tmbc.gov.uk/ data/assets/pdf_file/0003/926760/Housing_Land_Supply
Position 2018-19 Final.pdf (see Table 1)
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