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1

INTRODUCTION

1.1

Instruction: I am instructed by Georgina Jackson, Deputy Clerk, Kings Hill Parish
Council to undertake a comprehensive hazard assessment tree survey on all trees at
Kings Hill Sports Park and to provide an arboricultural report on any trees which are
considered to pose a threat to the health and safety of users of the site or those using
private property or public highways immediately adjacent the site.

1.2

Qualifications and experience: I have based this report on my site observations, and I
have come to conclusions in the light of my experience as an arboriculturist.

1.3

Documents and information provided: I was not provided with any documents

1.4

Relevant background information: This report was commissioned by Kings Hill
Parish Council in order to fulfil its duty of care in relation to its tree stock at Kings Hill
Sports Park

1.5

Collection of data: The survey was carried out using the following inspection aids:
•
•
•
•

1.6

Clinometer- To calculate the height of the trees
Compass- To determine the four cardinal points.
Binoculars- To assess the condition of the upper crown
Sounding mallet to detect cavities.

Scope of this report and limitations: This report is only concerned with the structural
and physiological condition of the three trees and one tree group found that are
considered to pose a threat to the users of the site and that of adjacent land immediately
adjacent the site and is shown on the site plan included at appendix A. This plan is for
illustrative purposes only and should not be used for directly scaling measurements.
All the relevant information on it is contained within this report. It takes no account of
any other trees. It includes a detailed assessment based on the site visit.
This report was undertaken on a ‘negative’ basis only, meaning that all trees were all
inspected from ground level, with only those trees that were considered to be in
significant decline or with significant structural defects or other features of concern
where remedial pruning, felling or further investigatory works are considered to be
required were recorded.
Tree positions are shown on the site plan at Appendix A of this report. Please note that
tree positions have been plotted as carefully as possible but in the absence of a detailed
topographical survey, location accuracy is not guaranteed.
Trees and shrubs are living organisms whose health and stability can change rapidly
especially following extreme weather events and therefore the recommendations given
in this report are valid for a period of twelve months.
All tree works should be carried out to B.S. 3998:2010 Recommendations for Tree
Work or as modified by more recent research. It is advisable to select a contractor from
the local authority list or one approved by the Arboricultural Association. Their
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Register of Contractors is available free from The Malthouse, Stroud Green, Standish,
Stonehouse, Gloucestershire, GL10 3DL – 01242 522152 and can also be found on
their website: http://www.trees.org.uk/find-a-professional/Directory-of-Tree-Surgeons.
1.7

Trees subject to statutory controls: If these trees are covered by a tree preservation
order or located within a conservation area, it will be necessary to consult the relevant
local authority (Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council) before any pruning or felling
works other than certain exemptions can be carried out. However, tree owners should
appreciate that they may take an alternative point of view and have the option to refuse
consent.

1.8

Other Considerations: The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 as amended by the
Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 provides statutory protection to birds, bats
and other species that inhabit trees. All tree work operations are covered by these
provisions and care must be taken before undertaking any works that might constitute
an offence.

1.9

Key to schedule abbreviations:
Number: The tree numbers recorded in this report reflect those allocated to the
respective trees. Orange high visibility, biodegradable spray paint was used to number
the trees.
Species: Tree species given in English (where there is no English equivalent, the
botanical species name is given e.g. Ligustrum spp).
HGT: The current height of the tree is given in meters.
Condition: The structural and physiological condition of the tree at the time of
inspection.
Recommendations: Immediate and/or future recommendations for management.
Work Priority: 1 – Within 24 hours of the date of inspection.
2 - Within one month of the date of inspection.
3 – Within six months of the date of inspection.
4 – Within twelve months of the date of inspection.
Cost: This column is added for the convenience of your chosen tree work contractor
for tendering purposes.
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Visual Tree Assessment.

Location: Kings Hill Sports Park

Name: Mr D. Sephton

Date: 30th July 2020

Client: Kings Hill Parish Council

Tree
No
1

Species

HGT

Condition

Recommendations

Work
Priority
2

Sweet
Chestnut

24

Multi-stem tree. The eastern-most stem has snapped
off at four meters above ground level due to extensive
decay within its main stem (woodpecker activity is
evident). The tree is hung up in the canopy of an
adjacent tree to the north. Further woodpecker activity
is also evident on the southern side of the centralmost stem at six meters above ground level with
further decay of the main stem suspected. The tree is
in falling distance of the adjacent sports pitches to the
north.

Fell multi-stem tree to ground level
(coppice).

G2

Aspen Poplars

17

Dense ground vegetation (bramble and nettles) are
preventing the thorough inspection of the base of this
group of boundary trees (access issue).

Maintain a clear area around the
tree bases to enable a thorough
inspection.

4

3

Lombardy
Poplar

18

Large cavity measuring 250mm x 250mm and
extending inwards by 150mm evident at three metres
above ground level on western side with minor decay
evident resulting form previous branch loss.
Remaining canopy is biased towards the north. Cavity
now occupies over 50% of the stem diameter and the
tree is now considered to be borderline unsafe and
poses an unacceptable risk to users of the site.
Recorded as T3 in 2019 inspection

Fell to ground level

2

Cost

Work Priority: 1= Urgent (within 24 hours). 2= High Priority (within three months). 3= Medium Priority (within six months). 4= Low Priority (within twelve months)
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Visual Tree Assessment.

Location: Kings Hill Sports Park

Name: Mr D. Sephton

Date: 30th July 2020

Tree
No
4

Client: Kings Hill Parish Council

Species

HGT

Condition

Recommendations

Lombardy
Poplar

10

Large cavity measuring 300mm x 125mm and
extending inwards by 150mm evident at four metres
above ground level on the eastern side. The tree has
previously snapped off at this point. Six metres of regenerated growth has established to a height of six
metres above the cavity. Tree currently poses an
increasing risk to users of the site. Recorded as T4 in
the 2019 inspection.

Fell to ground level.

Work
Priority

Cost

Work Priority: 1= Urgent (within 24 hours). 2= High Priority (within three months). 3= Medium Priority (within six months). 4= Low Priority (within twelve months)
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Appendix A – Site Plan:
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