
Allotment Interest Group (AIG)  

Notes for Kings Hill Parish Council (KHPC) Amenities Meeting, Weds 15 Jan 2020 

Compiled by:  Jessica Brooker, on behalf of the AIG 

Date:   04 Jan 2020 

Summary: Allotment holders have raised a number of issues relating to: 

• Communal Shed Access and Usage 

o The AIG proposes to use the new Shed as a Communal “Hub”, opening in Spring 2020.  We therefore are seeking permission (a) 

to make the Shed more accessible by using a combination padlock (b) to install shelves, worktops etc. for storage, with a 

reasonably free hand in the design and installation. 

• Communications 

o The AIG is requesting KHPC assistance in publicising our monthly meetings and the Facebook Group, especially wishing to reach 

out to new Allotment Holders 

▪ The next AIG Meeting is Tuesday 14th January 2020 at 19:30hrs, The Spitfire (upstairs meeting room) 

▪ KHPC to please ensure that information about the Facebook Group is prominently displayed on the communal 

noticeboard (it is currently covered up by other notices) 

• Health and Safety vis pedestrian access to site 

• Policy on vehicle access on site 

• Water 

 

 

 

 

 



No. Question/Request  Supporting Notes 

1 The AIG proposes to use a combination padlock to 
secure the Communal Shed, rather than the current 
arrangement of one key between 75 plots.  This will 
enable the Shed to be used as a Communal Hub 
 

(Issue noted/raised on date: 04 Jan 2020) 

The AIG proposes to use the new Shed as a Communal “Hub”, opening in Spring 
2020.  This will provide a place for users to store, swap, share and up-cycle items.  
Suggestions include: 

• Seed swap 

• Pot recycling 

• Pre-loved gardening books 

• Gardening Magazines 

• Donated tools and materials 

• First Aid Kit 

• Noticeboard (outside) 

• Plant and produce swap 
 

Allotment holders tend to their plots early mornings, evenings, weekends, 
weekdays, when they can and depending on the weather. The current Policy of 
one key between 75 plot-holders is therefore very restrictive, places a burden on 
the nominated key holder to be “on call”, and constrains the Communal Shed to 
being a “store and forget” lockup. 
The AIG is mindful of the KHPC Allotment Shed Policy.  The AIG does not envisage 
any items of value being stored in the Shed.  
A good quality all-weather combination padlock can be obtained for £20.99 from 
Screwfix, for example. 
 

 
2 

The AIG proposes to install shelves, worktops, hooks 
etc. in the Communal Shed for the purpose of the 
safe and convenient storage of items.  Can the KHPC 
advise on how far it will allow the AIG to take a free 
hand in installing such items, and whether there are 
specific restrictions. 
 

An Allotment-holder has offered to donate wood for shelving and work surfaces.  
The design of the shelves etc. may be free-standing or fixed to shed sides.  The AIG 
anticipates designing, making and installing these items itself. 
The AIG wishes to thank the Chairman of the Kings Hill Football Club for donating 
a First Aid Kit. 
 



(Issue noted/raised on date: 04 Jan 2020) 
 

3 Ensure that Information about the Allotments 
Facebook Group is displayed in a prominent 
position on the Communal Noticeboard 
 
(Issue noted/raised on date: 04 Jan 2020) 

The AIG wishes to reach out especially to new Tenants who may not be aware of 
the AIG and our Facebook Group.  Information about the Facebook Group is 
currently covered up by other notices. 

4 For KHPC to inform Plot-holders of forthcoming AIG 
Meetings through email, in order to reach those 
who may not be on Facebook Group and/or new 
Allotment-holders 
 
(Issue noted/raised on date: 13 Nov 2019) 

It is proposed to hold Allotment Interest Group meetings once a month.  The next 
AIG Meeting is Tuesday 14th January 2020 at 19:30hrs, The Spitfire (upstairs 
meeting room) 
 

5 KHPC are requested to improve the pedestrian 
access to the site ASAP for Health and Safety 
reasons 
 
(Issue noted/raised on date: 13 Nov 2019) 

Pedestrian access to the site is hazardous.  Significant concerns about the “Rocky 
Road” have been raised before but are still an issue especially for less mobile 
users.  The grass path access is now extremely wet and slippery.  This is a long 
standing problem; the AIG understands that the KHPC has a plan to deal with this, 
which we request is put in to action ASAP 
 

6 Request that the KHPC clarify the Policy on Vehicle 
Access to the Site i.e. that it is for general use (for 
the purpose of unloading/loading bulky material), 
and not limited to access for Disabled Users. 
 
(Issue noted/raised on date: 13 Nov 2019) 

Allotment-holders require vehicle access to the site, through the vehicle gate, for 
the purpose of unloading compost and other bulky material.    We anticipate 
demand for this in the new season due to the high number of plots that have been 
cleared and taken on by new tenants.   
Conflicting advice has been given to Allotment-holders:  

• Historically, any vehicle was permitted for the purpose of loading and 
unloading material, having a shed delivered etc 

• More recently, some users now being told it is for disabled access only.   



This is a Health and Safety issue, with tenants potentially having to manually 
handle bulky and heavy material a significant distance if they are not permitted 
to bring a vehicle on site 
 

7 Propose to move the new Memorial Bench to the 
Communal Shed Plot, so that is does not obstruct 
the Disabled Parking Bay. 
 
(Issue noted/raised on date: 13 Nov 2019) 

The new Memorial Bench obstructed access to the Disabled Parking Bay (noting 
that it was placed in the designated loading bay) and had to be repositioned by 
an Allotment Holder in order to park. 
Can the Memorial Bench be positioned on the Communal Shed Plot (subject to 
drainage issues being addressed)? 
 

8 AIG request that the water is turned on in a timely 
fashion in Spring (we propose 01 April 2020)  
 
(Issue noted/raised on date: 13 Nov 2019) 

The problem with sticking and leaking taps that have been raised with the Chief 
Facility Officer separately. 
Last season (2019) the water was turned on very late, and this adversely affected 
planting/propagation plans. 
We (AIG) propose turning on the water on 01 April 2020, when the risk of serious 
frost has passed. 

9 Plot-holders are informed when the water is to be 
turned on and off, as they have been in previous 
years. 
 
(Issue noted/raised on date: 13 Nov 2019) 

In Autumn 2019, the water was turned off without informing Allotment Holders.  
It is useful to have advance notice so that tenants can make alternative provision 
for washing hands and tools etc.  For example, an Allotment Holder reported not 
being able to wash their hands after using chemicals. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Allotment Interest Group Q&A’s  

January 2020 

 

 

 

1 The current shed policy (which includes the issue of a single key to the AIG representative for the current padlock 

provided) motion was passed by the KHPC’s Amenities Committee at the October 2019 Amenities Meeting. A 

decision that has been passed can not be reversed for a minimum of six months. The Amenities Committee will 

consider whether members are in favour of a special motion to reverse the decision at the next meeting. 

 

2 The Parish Council are responsible for insuring the shed structure – any alterations that may alter the structural 

integrity of the building are not permitted. We advise installing free-standing style removable shelf system as 

suggested by the AIG. As for worktops and hooks etc these would need to be fixed the building structure and thus 

not permitted. The AIG may install free-standing equipment etc and must not attach items to the floor, walls or 

ceiling. 

 

3 Thank you for bringing this to our attention. The noticeboard has been inspected and re-arranged accordingly to 

now display all information.  

 

4 KHPC wish to support the AIG in reaching out to all tenants with allotment matters. A circular email to all allotment 

holders (that have given GDPR Email consent) has been sent highlighting your next AIG meeting at the Spitfire and 

that they are monthly. We hope that this encourages more tenants to come along to your meetings and as a result 

detailed awareness and united feedback on allotment matters is forged. 

 

5 KHPC have been monitoring the condition of the ‘Rocky Road’ and have received feedback from allotment holders 

on this concern. The KHPC have budgeted for improvements to the access road which will be implemented from 

April 2020. The plan is to spread a layer of pea shingle over the existing larger rocks to fill in gaps and help even 

out the surface.  

 



It should be noted that the grass field next to the allotment site is not an official access point for cars. Logs have 

been placed as a natural deterrent to try and stop cars accessing the site this way. However, it has come to our 

attention that allotment holders are moving or driving around the logs. KHPC ask that the AIG could inform its 

members that this is not permitted. 

 

6 The policy on vehicle access into the allotment site has not changed. Any tenant may access the site for unloading 

materials. We ask that cars use the formal access route, keeping to the hard surfaces at all times. To arrange 

collection of the key a tenant may email, phone or write to the Chief Facility Officer to make arrangements:  

 

 

Chief Facility Officer, Michael Dean: chieffacilityofficer@kingshillparish.gov.uk 

 

 

We strongly recommend a tenant contact the Chief facility Officer should they have a disability that requires 

constant vehicle access to the disable bay inside the allotment site. Special arrangements may be discussed to help 

with ease of access in this instance. 

 

 

7 The Memorial Bench was placed on the hard surface next the disable bay for many positive reasons. However, the 

AIG feedback is that this location has not proved suitable. Therefore, the Memorial Bench has been temporarily 

relocated on the communal shed plot. The long-term plan is to fix the Memorial bench to the ground – KHPC would 

appreciate the AIG providing feedback on current location before plans to anchor the bench take place. There are 

known drainage issues around this new location – plans for addressing this are in place ready for the new KHPC 

budget April 2020. 
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8+9            KHPC welcome this feedback. A sign will be erected stating that the intended date of turning the water on being 

1st April 2020 (subject to no unforeseen circumstances) and turned off 2nd November 2020.  

KHPC request that the AIG help encourage allotment holders with water conservation. Allotment holders may 

request permission to install water butts on their plot.  

There is a known leak with one of the water tap columns and that some of the ‘push down’ taps are sticking.       

KHPC plan to address these issues near to the turning on of the water date. 

 

 

      

 

 

 


