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MAKE A CHANGE, BECOME A LOCAL COUNCILLOR 

The Chairman of the Kent Association of Local Councils (KALC), Cllr Sarah Barker, 

is calling on residents passionate about their community to stand in the local 

elections in 2019. 

“Local councillors are the champions of their community and give residents a voice 

on the decisions the council makes” said Sarah.  

Becoming a councillor will allow you to make a real difference in your community by 

engaging with residents, local groups and businesses to find out their needs; making 

decisions on which services and projects the Parish Council should take forward; 

and getting involved locally to ensure the services are meeting your community’s 

needs. 

Councillors spend, on average, three hours a week for Parish Council work. This 

includes attending meetings, engaging with residents and speaking on behalf of the 

council to other bodies. 

There are only a few rules to stand for election. You must be:  

• A British citizen, or a citizen of the Commonwealth, or the European Union 

• 18 years of age or older  

• Live in an area that is served by a local council 

How can I get involved? 

Visit the KALC website at www.kentalc.gov.uk or contact your local District or Parish 

Council. 

You can also visit the National Association of Local Councils website at 

www.nalc.gov.uk/elections. 

Ends… 
 

Notes for Editors: 

1.   KALC represents 305 (96%) of Parish and Town Councils and Parish Meetings 

(Local Councils) across Kent and Medway, representing an electorate of over 

650,000 from right across suburban, rural and urban Kent. The National Association 

(NALC) represents 9,000 Local Councils in England and Wales - over 16 million 

people live in communities served by local councils. 

http://www.kentalc.gov.uk/
http://www.nalc.gov.uk/elections


 

 

 

2.  Local Councils are statutory bodies and are the first tier of local government in 

England. Their activities fall into three main categories: representing the local 

community; delivering services to meet local needs; striving to improve quality of life 

and community well-being. 

 

3. Through an extensive range of discretionary powers Local Councils provide and 

maintain a variety of important and visible local services including allotments, 

bridleways, burial grounds, bus shelters, car parks, commons and open spaces, 

community transport schemes, community safety and crime reduction measures, 

events and festivals, footpaths, leisure and sports facilities, litter bins, public toilets, 

planning, street cleaning and lighting, tourism activities, traffic calming measures, 

village greens and youth projects. 

 
For further information contact: 
 

• Terry Martin, Chief Executive, Kent Association of Local Councils on 01304 
820173 or e-mail: kalc@kentalc.gov.uk; or 

• Cllr Sarah Barker, Chairman, Kent Association of Local Councils on 01304 
820173 or e-mail: sarah.barker-kalc@outlook.com   
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