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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE KINGS HILL PARISH COUNCIL
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 16th NOVEMBER 2011 AT 7:15PM
AT THE YOUTH MEETING ROOM KINGS HILL COMMUNITY CENTRE
Present:
Cllr S Barker

(Chair)

Cllr R Cassidy


Cllr G Hall  


Cllr C Joselin


Cllr G Morris 

Cllr D Murray 


Cllr D Morfill


Cllr M Peake 

Cllr A Petty 

Cllr S Woodcock 

Cllr D Waller
Apologies:
Cllr L Sharp  

Also in attendance:
Ms H Munro

(Clerk)

County Cllr R Long


4 Residents 
	Due to the confidential nature of the next item, members of the public and press were excluded from the meeting in accordance with standing order 1c.



	
	Parish Councillor Vacancy Co-option Interviews
	

	FC 11/315 
	Interview of candidates

The candidates were interviewed.

	

	FC 11/316 
	Voting for Parish Councillor

Members voted on the candidates and Mr David Morfill was duly voted in as a co-opted member of the Council and joined the meeting.

	

	The meeting was opened to the press and public at 19:53pm



	FC 11/317 
	To receive and accept Apologies for Absence
Apologies were received from Cllr Sharp with reasons which were accepted.  Borough Cllr Brown also sent his apologies.

	

	FC 11/318 
	To receive Declarations of Interest 
Declarations were received from Cllr Morris for item FC11/375-376 salt bins and Cllr Petty for item FC11/375-376 – salt bins

	

	FC 11/319 
	To receive Declarations of lobbying
The following declarations were received:

· Cllr Barker for item FC11/344 Parking restrictions and item FC11/368 Request from Kings Hill School 

· Cllr Morris for item FC11/375-376 – salt bins 

· Cllr Petty for item FC11/375-376 – salt bins


	

	FC 11/320 
	Minutes – the minutes of the meeting held on 19th October 2011 were received and it was RESOLVED that they be signed as a true record of the meeting.  

	

	
	Chairman's Announcements - to receive announcements
	

	FC 11/321 
	To remind Cllrs to phone in their apologies if they are submitted after office hours on the day of the meeting – noted 

	

	FC 11/322 
	To remind Committees that any grant application must be approved by Full Council prior to submission – noted 

	

	FC 11/323 
	Request from resident for Councillors personal contact details – the current policy of not giving out these details was reported.  No change to the policy would be considered at this time and therefore any queries from members of the public should be addressed through the Parish Office who would pass the query to the relevant member, committee or Full Council as appropriate.


	Clerk

	FC 11/324 
	Quiz night and Murder Mystery evening invitation – the details would be circulated to councillors.

	Clerk

	
	Minutes of committee meetings – to allow members to ask any questions and to receive the minutes for the following meetings:
	

	FC 11/325 
	Community Centre 12/10/11 
	

	FC 11/326 
	Planning 05/10/11
	

	FC 11/327 
	Finance & HR 10/10/11
	

	FC 11/328 
	Kings Hill Sports & Leisure Facilities at Heath Farm 04/10/11
	

	FC 11/329 
	Amenities 28/09/11

The minutes were circulated and noted.  There were no comments.


	

	
	Clerk’s Report  


	

	FC 11/330 
	FC11/270 Community centre application for grant funding.  

TMBC has confirmed that the grant for the stage is eligible for the grant and a decision would be made shortly.


	

	FC 11/331 
	FC11/321 Remembrance Sunday 

Cllr Woodcock laid the wreath and Cllr Murray helped with the road closure. Everybody was thanked for their involvement in the ceremony.

	

	FC 11/332 
	FC11/343 Citizen’s advice Bureau donation 
A cheque was raised for signature at the meeting.

	

	FC 11/333 
	FC11/344 Remaining Balance of Grants – TVFTH
This article will go in the Winter edition of TVFTH.

	

	FC 11/334 
	FC11/345 Donation request from Discovery School

A response has been sent to the school confirming that the Council is unable to help them with this project.


	

	FC 11/335 
	FC11/351 Scoping letter to Brachers
The letter was amended as agreed, signed and returned to Brachers.


	

	FC 11/336 
	FC11/355 Complaint regarding open spaces
The letter and FOI request was sent.  No further correspondence has been received.


	

	FC 11/337 
	FC11/362 Amended Reserves
The amounts were amended as agreed:

· £12,000 from Discovery Drive Crossing to Heath Farm Reserve

· £15,000 from Control Tower to Heath Farm reserve


	

	FC 11/338 
	FC11/363 Bank Signatories
This was outstanding.


	

	FC 11/339 
	FC11/364 Leiston-cum-Sizewell request to Sir John Stanley
Sir John has written back to confirm he will raise this at the appropriate time.


	

	
	External Reports 
	

	FC 11/340 
	Report from Borough Councillor and questions from Council – nothing to report.

	

	FC 11/341 
	Report from PCSO’s and questions from Council 
It was reported that the PCSO’s were unable to change their shifts in order to attend this meeting due to the restructuring of Kent Police and the subsequent changes to shifts patterns across the district.  After discussion, it was agreed that this would be reviewed over the next few months.

The Clerk was asked to seek clarification on the several incidents and feedback on residents’ complaints about bad driving incidents.

	Clerk

	
	County Cllr Long entered the meeting at 20:11


	

	FC 11/342 
	To report Quarterly PCSO meeting and questions from Council
The minutes had been circulated prior to the meeting and were noted.  The police commented that Liberty Property Trust (LPT) were entitled to put up parking notices and enforce them as the road was unadopted.    

	

	FC 11/343 
	Public Session

The members of the public were all attending to raise their concerns about the parking restrictions being enforced by LPT and were discussed in item FC11/344.  

	

	
	Parking restrictions in Queen Street and Beacon Avenue 
	

	FC 11/344 
	To report complaints received from residents and agree actions 

The residents introduced themselves to the meeting and raised their concerns as follows:

· Residents of Queen Street had met with LPT some 2 years ago and had reached an agreement about parking in the central areas.  They felt that this agreement had now been reneged on.  

· Some residents’ covenants did not necessarily restrict visitors parking but restricted the owner to parking off road.  

· The new regime was implemented without any consultation with residents.  The reason given for the new regime was to enable construction traffic to use the roads unimpeded during the works to the central area. However, contractors private vehicles were now parked on the affected roads but appeared not be ticketed
· As the road is now clear of parked cars, it is being used as a “rat run” and causing disturbances to residents late at night.

· There had been no response from LPT about the complaints made about the new enforcement scheme.

· The residents were willing to compromise and limit their parking to evenings and weekends but LPT would not deal with their complaints or consider their concerns.

· Residents are now parking elsewhere leading to problems with neighbouring roads
Cllr Long introduced himself to the residents and confirmed that, as LPT own the road, they are within their rights to introduce this.  It was agreed that the poor communication between LPT and the affected residents was disappointing.  The residents were advised to take independent legal advice to ascertain the validity of any ticket issued.
A representative from LPT had been invited to attend this meeting but no one was available.  However, a statement from LPT was read at the meeting.

This matter was discussed further.  It was RESOLVED that the Clerk write to LPT to raise their concerns.  She should also inform the Cabinet Member for Kings Hill of the problems being experienced.

	Clerk

Clerk

	
	The residents left the meeting at 20:50


	

	
	External Reports
	

	FC 11/345 
	Report from County Councillor and questions from Council 
Discussions with the Cabinet Member for Kings Hill were reported.

	

	
	Cllr Long left the meeting at 20:59

	

	FC 11/346 
	Report from Kings Hill Youth Club and questions from Council – the report was circulated prior to the meeting and noted.

	

	FC 11/347 
	Report from Malling Action Partnership (MAP) and questions from Council
Cllr Waller reported that the original two year period for the project will end shortly.  MAP members are meeting that week to decide on the future of the project.  Cllr Waller would update the Council in due course. 

	DW

	FC 11/348 
	Report from Skate Park Working Group and questions from Council

Cllr Barker reported on progress.  

	

	
	New Community Centre Lease
	

	FC 11/349 
	Update on progress with Community Centre & Youth Centre Lease and sub-lease with the Kings Hill Pre-school and agree actions

Nothing to report.

	

	
	Budgets 2012-13 
	

	FC 11/350 
	To receive updated draft consolidated budget for discussion and approval
The budgets were received and discussed however, it was agreed that this item be deferred to enable further discussion of other projects which could significantly affect the budget.  This item would be deferred and would be a priority item at the December meeting.

	Clerk 

	FC 11/351 
	To receive recommendation from F&HR Committee to reduce the Phase 1 building reserve to £7,500
After discussion, it was agreed that Cllrs Cassidy, Hall and the Clerk meet to clarify this matter.  


	RC/ GH/ Clerk

	FC 11/352 
	To consider and agree reserves held for 2012-13

This item would be deferred to the December meeting.

	

	
	Control Tower and Heritage Centre 
	

	FC 11/353 
	To report on meeting with Liberty Property Trust (LPT) and agree actions

The attendees reported on the meeting held on 14/11/2011.  

	

	
	Liberty Property Trust 
	

	FC 11/354 
	To report quarterly meeting on 14/11/2011 and agree actions
The minutes were not yet available but would be circulated at the earliest opportunity.


	

	FC 11/355 
	LPT & KHREMC Newsletters – to discuss content and agree response – Noted

	

	
	Diamond Jubilee 
	

	FC 11/356 
	To receive report from Clerk and Community Centre Manager with suggestions for the event and agree actions – the suggestions for events were presented and discussed.  It was unanimously RESOLVED that no event be held.  

	

	FC 11/357 
	The View from the Hill – to submit outline of Winter edition for comment

The outline was circulated.  As many items were unclear at present, it was agreed that some articles be removed.  It was agreed that an article explaining what the Parish Council do would be included.

	

	The Chair moved that, due to the confidential nature of the following business in item FC11/358-359 the press and public will be excluded from the meeting in accordance with standing order 1c  at 21.31


	
	Kings Hill Sports & Leisure Facilities at Heath Farm
	

	FC 11/358 
	To report recent correspondence between LPT and KHPC
Correspondence between LPT and the Council had been circulated prior to the meeting and was discussed.


	

	FC 11/359 
	To discuss the options available and agree actions

The options were discussed in detail.  It was agreed that the level of restrictions being imposed on the Parish Council to run the facility were too great and the exposure to significant financial risk was too high to continue with the project in its current format.  It was RESOLVED that the Kings Hill Sports and Leisure Facilities at Heath Farm Committee write to LPT accordingly.  


	

	The meeting was opened to the press and public at 22:05


	
	Administrative & Financial Matters
	

	FC 11/360 
	Accounts for Payment – November 2011 – KHPC’s accounts for payment totalling £6,307.13 were circulated and approved.  A list of cheques is attached to these minutes in appendix 1.
With no other power available, it was RESOLVED that a payment to the Citizens’ Advice Bureau for £200 be paid under powers in section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972.

	

	FC 11/361 
	To consider Insurance Renewal 
The insurance cover and premium was discussed.  It was RESOLVED that the insurance be renewed for a period of 1 year with Zurich Insurance. 

	Clerk

	FC 11/362 
	To consider changing the day and order of meetings – it was agreed that the suggestions be considered further at each committee for comment.  This item would be discussed further at the next Full council meeting.  

	ALL

	FC 11/363 
	To consider meeting dates for 2012
This was deferred as per item FC11/362.


	

	FC 11/364 
	To report restructure of offices – noted 

	

	FC 11/365 
	To consider use of Rear Youth Meeting room as a committee room – this was being discussed further by the Community Centre Committee.

	

	FC 11/366 
	To consider contribution to staff Christmas meal – it was RESOLVED that a contribution of £25 per head would be made.  
	

	FC 11/367 
	To consider Councillors and staff Christmas drinks and agree date – it was agreed that Councillors would also be invited to attend the meal with the staff at their own expense.

	

	FC 11/368 
	To receive request from Kings Hill School for funding for their IT upgrade 
There were concerns raised about this request and it was RESOVLED that no contribution would be made.  

	

	FC 11/369 
	To consider Risk Management

There were none.

	

	
	Requests from Committees 
	

	
	Community Centre Committee
	

	FC 11/370 
	CC11/186 – to recommend the release of earmarked reserves for carpets and under floor heating back to general reserves – approved
	

	FC 11/371 
	CC11/187 – to recommend major building works be put on hold awaiting a full review – approved
	

	FC 11/372 
	CC11/188 – to recommend the vire of funds between accounts – approved

	

	
	Cllr Hall left the meeting at 22:21


	

	
	Finance & HR
	

	FC 11/373 
	FHR11/164 – To recommend the implementation of requirement for Business Plans to be prepared for all new ventures and submitted to Full Council for approval
After discussion this was approved and the Clerk was asked to amend the Financial Regulations accordingly.  The Financial Regulations would then be reviewed at the next meeting.

	Clerk

	FC 11/374 
	FHR11/172 – To discuss the future of the Tiddlers and Toddlers group and agree actions 

After discussion, it was agreed that the group must at least break even.  It was also agreed that the group should be reviewed again at the end of January.

	

	
	Planning & Transportation Committee
	

	FC 11/375 
	PL11/370 – to ask for approval for unbudgeted spending of £3,550 for 14 salt bins and salt

Cllrs Morris and Petty reported on their findings.  They recommended that 40 salt bins be purchased and had distributed a list of suitable sites on Kings Hill.  After much discussion, it was RESOLVED that 20 salt bins be purchased.  The Parish Office would also submit a request for all 40 sites to Kent Highway Services.  It was RESOLVED that funds would be made available for the expenditure from reserves.

It was also agreed that the salting routes should be included in the Winter edition of the View from the Hill.  Cllrs Morris and Petty were thanked for their work on this. 

	Parish Office

Clerk

TVFTH

	FC 11/376 
	PL11/370 – to request permission to apply for grant funding from the Members Highway fund to help with the cost of the salt bins

It was RESOLVED that permission be granted to the committee to apply for funds.  It was also noted that a number of grants were already submitted for the Members Highway grant scheme.  

	Parish Office

	
	To report meetings held with Representatives of KHPC since the last Full Council meeting 

	

	FC 11/377 
	01/11/2011 – Quarterly meeting with police – Cllrs Barker, Sharp and the Clerk attended

	

	FC 11/378 
	12/11/2011 – KALC AGM – no one attended
	

	FC 11/379 
	14/11/2011 – LPT Heritage Centre – Cllrs Barker, Morris, Woodcock and Clerk attended
	

	FC 11/380 
	14/11/2011 – LPT Quarterly meeting – Cllrs Barker, Woodcock and Clerk attended

	

	
	To report future meetings with representatives of KHPC 

	

	FC 11/381 
	17/11/2011 – KALC T&M Area Committee – Cllr Barker to attend


	

	
	Correspondence 

	

	FC 11/382 
	Campaign to Protect rural England – invitation to AGM 25/11/2011 – noted 
	

	FC 11/383 
	East & West Malling Resident’s Guide 2012-13 – noted
	

	FC 11/384 
	Red Cross Emergency Response Teams – request for support for the initiative – noted
	

	FC 11/385 
	Kent Youth Services – request for support at Thanksgiving event – noted
	

	FC 11/386 
	KALC – information on new consultations: Neighbourhood planning Regulations, Community Infrastructure Levy and Local Government Pension Scheme – noted
	

	FC 11/387 
	To receive request for support for Halling Parish Council’s objection to the closure of their fire station – noted.  The Clerk was asked to write in support of the objection.
	Clerk

	FC 11/388 
	Complaints from residents regarding parking restrictions – noted

	

	FC 11/389 
	Future Meetings – 21st December 2011 


	

	FC 11/390 
	Questions from Councillors and future agenda items
Cllr Waller raised his concerns about Cllr Barker’s attendance at the LPT Quarterly meetings as she was also one of the resident directors of Kings Hill Residential Estate Management Company, a wholly owned subsidiary of LPT and there could be a conflict of interest.  It was agreed that this item be added to the January agenda for further discussion.

	Clerk

	
	The meeting ended at 22:52


	

	
	Signed........................................................................................................

Date...........................................................................................................
	


Appendix 1

	Kings Hill Parish Council
	
	
	

	Accounts for Payment
	
	
	

	At Full Council Committee Meeting on 16th November 2011
	
	

	
	
	
	

	PAYEE
	Description
	CHQ No
	 AMOUNT 

	Lyreco
	Stationery
	302205
	£360.25

	Helen Munro
	Expenses
	302206
	£124.49

	SLCC Enterprises
	Conference
	302207
	£78.00

	Helen Munro
	Petty Cash
	302208
	£98.86

	Hilary Wren
	Expenses
	302209
	£460.86

	Hurricane Productions
	Pantomime
	302210
	£450.00

	PRS Ltd
	Performing rights
	302211
	£1,491.35

	Westbourne Hygiene
	CC Supplies
	302212
	£80.82

	Kings Hill Property Management
	Works at Community Centre
	302213
	£1,398.79

	Morries Ltd
	Catering
	302214
	£183.00

	Complete Landscapes
	Ground maintenance
	302215
	£580.80

	Viridor Waste Management
	Service of Eurobin
	302216
	£74.12

	T & M Citizens Advice
	Donation
	302217
	£200.00

	Kent County Council
	Pensions
	302218
	£1,086.04

	
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	 
	 
	£6,307.13
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