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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 

KINGS HILL AMENITIES COMMITTEE
HELD ON MONDAY 24th OCTOBER 2011 AT 7.30 PM 

AT KINGS HILL COMMUNITY CENTRE  
Present:
Cllr S. Barker 
(Chair)

Cllr R. Cassidy


Cllr M. Peake


Mr M. O’Moore    (co-opted)


Apologies:
Cllr Waller

Also in attendance:  Mrs H. Martin     (Assistant Clerk)

5 Residents
	
	
	

	AM11/239 
	Apologies for Absence
Apologies were received from Cllr Waller with reasons for his absence, which were accepted.  
	

	
	
	

	AM11/240 
	Declarations of Interest
Cllr Barker declared an interest in items AM11/247-248 – Ryarsh Lane Allotments and Kings Hill Allotments and item AM11/262 – Skate Park.

Mr O’Moore declared an interest in items AM11/247-248 – Ryarsh Lane Allotments and Kings Hill Allotment.
	

	
	
	

	AM11/241 
	Declarations of Lobbying

Cllr Barker declared she was lobbied on items item AM11/246 – Emerald Walk, AM11/247-248 – Ryarsh Lane Allotments and Kings Hill Allotments, item AM11/261 – Kings Hill Bowls Club and item AM11/262 – Skate Park.
	

	
	
	

	AM11/242 
	Minutes - the minutes of the 28th September 2011 were agreed and signed as a correct record.

	

	AM11/243 
	Chairman’s announcements
Members were made aware of the article in the October issue of the Liberty Property Trust (LPT) Kings Hill Newsletter, regarding LPT’s extensive consultation on what people want to see on Kings Hill.

 
	

	AM11/244 
	Officer’s Report


	

	
	AM11/118 Updated road map of Kings Hill
An up to date road map of Kings Hill would be obtained from TMBC. The map would need to include Lords Walk and Kate Reed Wood. 

An up to date map with all the greenways and proposed footpaths and bridleways on Kings Hill was requested from LPT – to report at next meeting


	Parish Office

Parish Office

	
	AM11/150  Anson Avenue / Stirling Road - overgrown trees on the grass verges and overhanging the footpath. 
No further tree work was needed.
 
	

	
	AM11/152 Worcester Avenue – stumps left after tree maintenance in June

Cllr Long had confirmed that the Member Highway Fund application to remove and plant new trees was submitted at the end of September. To report update at next meeting.


	Parish Office

	
	AM11/177 - New white road sign at Pippins Way 
This matter was logged on the KHS portal. TMBC would confirm standard colour of road signs for Kings Hill.
	Parish Office

	
	
	

	
	Ryarsh Lane Allotments
	

	
	AM11/185 Transfer process
West Malling Parish Council’s (WMPC) response was awaited regarding KHPC request to consider that no additional maintenance costs would be charged to KHPC for the period November 2012 to February 2013. To report at the next meeting


	Parish Office

	
	AM11/186 Renewals of tenancy agreements

The tenancy agreement renewals were sent to all the allotment holders as well as the Tenancy Agreement to adopt WMPC’s Tenancy Agreement’s Terms and Conditions and the return date was 14/11/11.

Only two tenants had paid deposits prior to taking up an allotment. Repayment of deposits will be made at the end of the tenancy agreement with WMPC (October 2012). The amount of £100 needs to be included in next year’s budget.
	Parish Office

	
	
	

	
	Kings Hill Allotments
	

	
	AM11/193  Pedestrian access to the allotment site 

This matter requires confirmation with LPT at a later stage – deferred


	Parish Office

	
	AM11/194 LPT’s soil analysis report 

This report would be sent to the Soil Association shortly for further analysis – deferred
	Parish Office

	
	
	

	
	Village Notice Boards
	

	
	AM11/204 The Village Notice Boards in Phase 1 and Phase 2 

Notice boards would be installed by the end of November. The Parish Office was asked to request a handover time from the supplier and to notify members and LPT of the installation date. The Parish Office should photograph the boards.
	Parish Office

	
	
	

	
	Kings Hill Village Sign
	

	
	AM11/206 Letter to schools

A copy of the approved draft letter was sent to both Discovery and Kings Hill school. Designs to be submitted by 21/11/11.


	

	
	AM11/207 Terms and Conditions

The amended Terms and Conditions were received by the Parish Office.
	

	
	
	

	
	AM11/211 Kings Hill Heritage Centre

Nothing to report. 


	

	
	AM11/217 KHS maintenance programme for Kings Hill 

The following update was received from KHS:

· The urban grass cut 6 was programmed for 17 & 18 October for Kings Hill.

· The remaining shrub maintenance was programmed for 23-25 November for Kings Hill. 

· The adopted road information still needs to be reviewed. The KHS update was awaited.  
	Parish Office

	AM11/245 
	Public Session

See AM11/246

	

	
	Emerald Walk Play Area
	

	AM11/246 
	To receive complaint sent to LPT from resident and agree actions
An email was received from resident was circulated prior to the meeting - noted
A group of residents attended the meeting to discuss their concerns about the design and management of the new park in Emerald Walk. Since its inception the park has attracted older children and teenagers and anti-social behaviour, including bad language, fighting, littering and disturbance late into the night has increased as well as invasion of privacy to nearby properties.

It was agreed to:

· Write to LPT to request that they reconsider the design and equipment
· Raise matter with the PCSO’s and request increased foot patrols in that area.

· Contact Borough Cllr Brown regarding the requirements for fulfilling the S106 obligation

· Contact TMBC to clarify whether there was any variation on the original Planning Application submitted

· Confirm who is responsible for liability

Residents were asked to forward further comments to the Parish Office.


	Parish Office

	
	Residents left the meeting at 20:00
	

	
	Ryarsh Lane Allotments
	

	AM11/247 
	To receive monthly inspection report and agree actions

The inspection report for October was received and circulated - noted
It was agreed to write to tenants for plots 14, 15a, 15b, 18b and 19 as these plots were not fully worked. 


	Parish Office

	
	Kings Hill Allotments
	

	AM11/248 
	To agree lead councillor for Allotment Project
It was agreed that Cllr Barker would lead this project. Mr O’Moore has agreed to act as a consultant.

	

	AM11/249 
	To report on meeting held with Mainwaring Ditch Associates (MDA) on 11/10/11 – noted. 
Cuxton Parish Council had new allotments recently put in and a meeting with them would be arranged during November. 

It was reported that allotment associations are more likely to receive grants than Parish Councils. A lease of more than twenty five years may be required for the Kings Hill Allotments at Heath Farm.


	SB/

Parish Office

	AM11/250 
	To receive quotation from MDA and agree actions
The quotation was circulated prior to the meeting – deferred. Members would report comments to the Parish Office prior to the next meeting.

	ALL/
Parish Office

	AM11/251 
	To report  site visit with LPT on 13/10/11 and agree further actions.
Cllr Barker reported that LPT would prefer to plant bare rooted plants along one side of the allotments before March 2012 (Ref TM11/0445). LPT was concerned that installing the fence after planting, might damage the plants. The Parish Office was asked to write to LPT to ask them to defer planting the hedge along one side of the allotments until after the fencing was installed in October 2012. A meeting would be arranged with LPT to clarify the surrounding area and to confirm height of the fencing and actual height of the land next to the allotments.

	SB/

Parish Office

	AM11/252 
	To discuss and agree sending newsletter to residents on waiting list – to agree content of information
79 residents were on the waiting list. It was agreed that an email would be sent to residents on the waiting list, to update them with progress at the allotments at Heath Farm. 

A draft email would be circulated prior to the next meeting. 


	SB/
Parish Office

	AM11/253 
	To consider the process for allocating allotments at the Heath Farm site and agree actions – deferred

	Parish Office

	AM11/254 
	To discuss and agree response to email from resident received on 16/10/11
Comments were discussed and a reply to the resident was agreed.
	Parish Office 

	
	
	

	
	Open Spaces 
	

	AM11/255 
	To receive update on inspection of Anson Avenue play area and to agree actions
An inspection report for August was received from Complete Landscapes – circulated and noted. The Parish Office was asked to obtain quotes for repairs, as indicated on the inspection report.

	Parish Office

	
	The Chair moved that, due to the confidential nature of the business in item AM11/255 to be transacted, the press and public would be excluded from the meeting in accordance with standing order 1c at 20:50

	

	AM11/256 
	To receive complaint and report from Full Council meeting on 19/10/11
This matter was fully discussed at Full Council meeting on 19/10/11 and a letter was sent to the complainant. 

	

	
	The meeting was re-opened to the public at 20:51


	

	AM11/257 
	To consider survey of residents in Lords Walk as to preferences for a play/grass area and agree actions.
It was agreed to put this project on hold.
	

	
	
	

	
	Lack of signage to facilities on Kings Hill
	

	AM11/258 
	To agree lead councillor for improving signage to facilities on Kings Hill project – This matter was deferred
The Parish Office was asked to contact Barton Parish Council to enquire about the supplier of signs in their village. 
The committee would consider applying for the TMBC Community Enhancement Fund in 2012. The investigation of sponsorship for signage would also be considered. 


	Parish Office



	AM11/259 
	To receive amended list of facilities on Kings Hill to be included for signage – to receive at meeting
The updated list would be circulated prior to the next meeting.


	DW


	AM11/260 
	To discuss location of these signs and agree actions
The Parish Office was asked to contact KHS regarding permission to install finger posts and the proposed village sign in Kings Hill on KCC land.
	Parish Office

	
	
	

	
	Kings Hill Bowls Club and Kings Hill Sports and Leisure Facility at Heath Farm (KHS&LF@HF)
	

	AM11/261 
	To report on meeting with Kinara (indoors bowls club) on 10/10/11. Discuss and agree actions and recommendations to Heath Farm Committee 
The report was circulated prior to the meeting – noted. It was agreed that an article requesting interested parties to contact the Parish Office, would be included in the next issue of The View From The Hill.

	TVFTH



	
	Skate Park
	

	AM11/262 
	To receive update from Full Council meeting on 19/10/11 and discuss and agree actions 
The Skate Park Working Group drop in session report was circulated prior to the meeting along with copies of two preferred designs – noted.  The next step was to contact TMBC Skate Park Working Group regarding a noise assessment. 
	SPWG

	
	
	

	
	Kent Highways Services (KHS) 
	

	AM11/263 
	Kings Hill Parish portal/log – to receive report on any Amenities items
There were none


	

	
	Complaints Log 
	

	AM11/264 
	To report complaints received since last meeting and agree actions

There were none
	

	
	

	

	AM11/265 
	Terms of Reference
	

	
	To discuss and review for approval at next Full Council Meeting – circulated prior to meeting – deferred
	Parish Office

	
	
	

	AM11/266 
	Blaise Farm
	

	
	To receive comments from trial blasts in October

The trail blast on 19/10/11 was felt and would be reported to Gallagher Aggregates.
	Parish Office

	
	
	

	
	Budget 2012-13
	

	AM11/267 
	To report from Full Council Meeting on 19/10/11
It was reported from Full Council Meeting on 19/10/11 that £12,000 would be transferred from the Discovery Drive Crossing reserve to the Kings Hill Sports Facility reserve – noted.  The template budget was circulated and discussed.  A number of items were discussed and agreed.  The amended draft budget would be submitted to the Finance & HR Committee.

	Parish Office/ 

Finance & HR

	AM11/268 
	To report Tree Warden issues

There were none 
	

	
	
	

	
	To report meetings held with Representatives of Amenities Committee since the last Amenities committee meeting 
	

	AM11/269 
	29/09/11 – Manor Park Liaison group meeting – none attended - noted
	

	AM11/270 
	12/10/11 – Blaise Farm Liaison Meeting – Cllr Barker attended – noted
	

	AM11/271 
	11/10/11 - Meeting held with Mainwaring Ditch – Cllr Barker and Assistant Clerk attended – noted
	

	AM11/272 
	13/10/11 – Allotment Site Visit held with LPT – Cllr Barker attended - noted
	

	
	
	

	AM11/273 
	To report future meetings 
There were none


	

	AM11/274 
	Correspondence 
There were none
	

	
	
	

	
	Matters for information- all other correspondence received, together with responses, other information pertaining to the work of the Amenities Committee 
	

	AM11/275 
	Manor Park Liaison Group Minutes held on 29/09/11 – circulated and noted
	

	AM11/276 
	Agenda received for Blaise Farm Liaison Meeting held on 12/10/11 – circulated and noted
	

	AM11/277 
	NES - Blaise Facility Improvements presentation held on 12/10/11 – circulated and noted
	

	
	
	

	AM11/278 
	Date for Next Meeting
It was agreed to change the next meeting date to 21/11/11.
	

	AM11/279 
	Questions from Councillors and requests for future agenda items
There were none
Meeting ended 21:35
	


Signed:______________________ 
Dated:______________________

KINGS HILL PARISH COUNCIL
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