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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 

KINGS HILL AMENITIES COMMITTEE
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 28th September 2011 AT 7.30 PM 

AT KINGS HILL COMMUNITY CENTRE  
Present:
Cllr S. Barker 
(Chair)

Cllr M. Peake

Cllr D. Waller


Also in attendance:  Mrs H. Martin     (Assistant Clerk)

1 Resident

	
	
	

	AM11/178 
	Apologies for Absence
	

	
	Apologies were received from Cllr Cassidy and Mr O’Moore with reasons for their absence, which were accepted.  

	

	AM11/179 
	Declarations of Interest

Cllr Barker declared an interest in item AM11/188-190 – Kings Hill Allotments and item AM11/212 - Skatepark
	

	
	
	

	AM11/180 
	Declarations of Lobbying
There were none
	

	
	
	

	AM11/181 
	Minutes – After a small amendment the minutes of the 27th July 2011 meeting were agreed and signed as a correct record.
 
	

	AM11/182 
	Chairman’s announcements 

Cllr Barker reported that the missing tree at Alderwick Grove had been replaced.
The smell on 26/09/11 was reported to the Environment Agency (EA) and a site inspection was done by EA. The smell was due to faulty extractor fans at Blaise Farm Composting Facility.

	

	AM11/183 
	Officer’s Report
	

	
	
	

	
	AM11/118 - Lack of Signage to Warren Woods Country Park 

Up to date road map of Kings Hill - Cllr Cassidy to report at next meeting 

An up to date map with all the greenways and proposed footpaths and bridleways on Kings Hill was requested from LPT – awaiting response from LPT. 


	RC
Parish Office

	
	AM11/147 - Hedges in Garden Way would be cut in the first week of August Complete Landscapes confirmed that this was done successfully - noted

	

	
	AM11/150 - Anson Avenue / Stirling Road - overgrown trees on the grass verges and overhanging the footpath were reported – tree work was completed by KHS end of August – noted. Cllr Peake agreed to take photographs of the site.

	MP

	
	AM11/152 - Worcester Avenue – stumps left after tree maintenance in June
Cllr Long confirmed that it was possible to apply for funding from the Member Highway Fund to remove and plant new trees – ongoing.
	Parish Office

	
	
	

	
	AM11/176 - LPT confirmed that an additional litter bin close to the Tennis Courts was not required as there were sufficient litter bins in the area.


	

	
	AM11/177 – It was reported that Pippins Way had a new white road sign. Awaiting response from KHS regarding the standard colour for road name signs names on Kings Hill - ongoing
	Parish Office


	
	
	

	
	Ryarsh Lane Allotments
	

	AM11/184 
	To report WMPC decision to increase rent to £22 per year for a full plot effective from November 2012 – noted

	

	AM11/185 
	To report WMPC response regarding the transfer process of the allotments from 01/11/12 - noted. 

The tenancy agreement with WMPC will expire on 3rd February 2013.
WMPC confirmed the tenancy’s transfer would be from 1 November 2012 and that the yearly rent of £250 would still be payable up to February 2013. 
The Parish Office would write to WMPC to ask them to consider that no additional maintenance costs would be charged to KHPC for the period November 2012 to February 2013.

	Parish Office


	AM11/186 
	To receive and agree draft letter to residents for the renewal of the tenancy agreement for 2011/12 and transferring process to WMPC in November 2012 – circulated prior to meeting. This was discussed and amendments agreed.
The amended Tenancy Agreement to adopt WMPC’s Tenancy Agreement’s Terms and Conditions would also be included with the above letter to the residents.
The Parish Office was asked to confirm any deposits paid by tenants’ prior taking up an allotment and to report at next meeting.
	Parish Office
Parish Office
Parish Office

	
	
	

	AM11/187 
	To receive monthly inspection report and agree actions – to report at next meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	Kings Hill Allotments
	

	AM11/188 
	To report visit by Cllr Barker to Hawkinge allotments on 13/08/11. To discuss and agree actions. 
Cllr Barker’s report was received and details discussed - noted.

	

	AM11/189 
	To report contact with Burgess Hill Town Council regarding setting up allotments. To discuss and agree actions. 
Cllr Barker’s report was received and details discussed - noted. 

	

	AM11/190 
	To receive report from Mr O’Moore regarding an action plan to progress with implementing and managing the new allotments. To discuss and agree actions.
Mr O’Moore’s report was received and details discussed - noted. 

It was RESOLVED that this project would stay within Amenities for the time being.

	

	AM11/191 
	To discuss using consultant Mainwaring Ditch to project manage allotments and agree actions.

Communication received from Mainwaring Ditch was discussed and noted – ref email 19/06/11
It was RESOLVED that an external consultant would be appointed to assist project managing this project. 

A meeting would be arranged with Mainwaring Ditch in the near future. 

	SMB / Parish Office

	AM11/192 
	To report the number of residents on the waiting list. 

77 residents were on the waiting list and all were Kings Hill residents.

The process for allocating allotments would be discussed at the next meeting

 
	Parish Office

	AM11/193 
	To report LPT letter (22/08/11) regarding the provision of allotments for Kings Hill – circulated prior to meeting – noted
Pedestrian access to the allotment site requires confirmation with LPT at a later stage. 

	Parish Office



	AM11/194 
	To receive soil analysis from LPT  - noted 
LPT’s soil analysis report would be sent to the Soil Association in the near future for further analysing.
	Parish Office



	
	
	

	AM11/195 
	To report NSALG response regarding soil testing – noted 
NSALG confirmed that they do not have a soil test specification, but has recommended the Soil Association – ref email 25/08/11.
	

	
	
	

	AM11/196 
	To discuss and agree actions regarding Kings Hill residents already holding an allotment at WMPC and their request to be considered for an allotment on Kings Hill. 

Three Kings Hill residents currently hold a Ryarsh Lane allotment and are also on the KH allotment waiting list. 
It was reported that the National Society of Allotments & Leisure Gardeners Limited (NSALG) advised that these residents should have a choice whether they stay on the waiting list for Kings Hill or their names be removed. 
It was agreed to reconsider this matter when allotments are being allocated.
	

	
	
	

	
	Open Spaces Maintenance
	

	
	
	

	AM11/197 
	To receive update on current maintenance contract (01/03/11 to 31/10/11).

Some maintenance and service problems had been experienced during the contract period with the current contractor - noted. 

	

	AM11/198 
	To receive quotes for Ground Maintenance Contract for 2011/2012 – circulated prior to meeting – noted
The following quotes were received and details discussed:
· Complete Landscapes

· Blenheim Horticultural Systems

· ProGround
· KCC Landscape Services 

It was RESOLVED to accept the quote from KCC Landscape Services for £2275.11. The committee agreed to review the maintenance contract annually.
	Parish Office

	
	
	

	AM11/199 
	To receive cost to date for open spaces maintenance – this was circulated prior to the meeting and discussed - noted

	

	AM11/200 
	To approve additional shrubs at Lapins Lane to be planted in autumn.

It was RESOLVED to continue planting the additional shrubs (£100), as quoted by Complete Landscapes.
 
	Parish Office

	AM11/201 
	To receive update on inspection of Anson Avenue play area and to agree actions

It was agreed that monthly inspections would be undertaken by the new maintenance contractor appointed (KCC Landscape Service). Annual inspections would continue as before.
	

	
	 
	

	
	Village Notice Boards in Phase 1 and Phase 2
	

	AM11/202 
	To receive and agree design of the stainless steel noticeboard in Phase 2 – this was circulated prior to the meeting – noted

	

	AM11/203 
	To discuss and agree funding for £200 over budget.
It was RESOLVED to vire £200 from the budget for the Village Sign.


	Clerk

	AM11/204 
	To agree for both notice boards to be ordered 
It was RESOLVED to place the order for the two notice boards.

Parish Office would liaise with LPT regarding the date for installing the noticeboard at Phase 2.
	Parish Office

Parish Office

	
	
	

	
	Kings Hill Village Sign
	

	AM11/205 
	To report VFTH article – circulated prior to meeting - noted

	

	AM11/206 
	To receive and agree draft letter to schools regarding inviting design suggestions.

The draft letter was circulated and discussed. It was agreed that the date for submission would be 21/11/11. Cllr Peake would amend the letter. The letter would be sent to both Discovery and Kings Hill School.
Mr Peake was thanked for drafting the letter. 

	MP

Parish Office



	AM11/207 
	The draft Terms and Conditions were received and discussed and amendments agreed. Cllr Peake would forward the amended Terms and Conditions to the Parish Office
	MP

	
	
	

	
	Lack of signage to facilities on Kings Hill
	

	AM11/208 
	To receive and agree list of facilities on Kings Hill to be included for signage – circulated prior to meeting and discussed – noted. To receive amended list at next meeting.

	DW

	AM11/209 
	To discuss location of these signs and agree actions – to report at next meeting
	DW

	
	
	

	
	Kings Hill Bowls Club and Kings Hill Leisure and Sports Facility (KHL&SF)
	

	AM11/210 
	To receive update. To discuss and agree how to move this project forward. 

A meeting was arranged with Kinara (indoors bowls club) for 10/10/11 – Cllr Barker would report at next meeting.
	SB

	
	
	

	
	Kings Hill Heritage Centre
	

	AM11/211 
	It was reported from the Full Council meeting on 21/09/11 that a letter has been sent to Mr Blevins of LPT to ask for a meeting to be set up.  No response has been received to date.
	

	
	
	

	
	Skate Park
	

	AM11/212 
	The report from the Full Council meeting on 21/09/11 was received. 

Cllr Barker asked that a request will be put to the Community Centre Committee for hiring the hall free of charge for the forum event on 08/10/11. 
It was reported that the Skate Park Working Group now has the following members: Cllr Barker ;Cllr Petty and Tracy Hattersley (KH Resident)

	Parish Office


	
	Trees
	

	AM11/213 
	To report and consider the Big Tree Plant funding scheme to replace Worcester Avenue Trees - next application deadline mid March 2012.

It was agreed that this funding scheme would be considered if the Members Highway Fund application was not successful (ref AM11/183) 

	

	AM11/214 
	To report planning application TM/11/02424/TPOC - 14A Meteor Road - Lime Tree: Lift the crown to clear conservatory and reduce crown overall by 20% -circulated and noted
There were no objections to this planning application.
	Parish Office

	
	
	

	
	Kent Highways Services (KHS) 
	

	AM11/215 
	Kings Hill Parish portal/log – to receive report on any Amenities items – to follow prior to meeting

There were problems with the KHS system. The report would be circulated once this matter was resolved.

	Parish Office

	AM11/216 
	To report KHS second weed spray programmed from 05/09/11 - 17/09/11.
KHS confirmed that the roads in Kings Hill were treated with weed spray on 16th and 17th September 2011.
The date of the next weed spray would be published in VFTH
	Parish Office

	
	
	

	AM11/217 
	To receive KHS update on the maintenance programme for Kings Hill and to include all adopted roads
Not all the adopted roads on Kings Hill were included in the KHS maintenance programme for Kings Hill. KHS confirmed that they are investigating this matter and will include any further areas for grass and shrub maintenance. To report update at next meeting.
	Parish Office

	
	
	

	
	Complaints Log 
	

	AM11/218 
	To report complaints received since last meeting and agree actions – to report at meeting - noted
	

	
	
	

	
	Grant Funding 
	

	AM11/219 
	KCC – Small Community Capital Grant & Local Schemes Grant –closing date 31/10/11 - noted. No projects were identified.
	

	
	
	

	
	Budget 2012-13
	

	AM11/220 
	To discuss and agree initial draft budget for Amenities and to consider including costs for street furniture and signage to the facilities on Kings Hill. 
The template budget was circulated and discussed.  A number of items were discussed and agreed.  The amended draft budget would be circulated to members of the committee, before submitting to Finance & HR. 
	Parish Office /

Finance & HR

	
	
	

	
	To report meetings held with Representatives of Amenities Committee since the last Amenities committee meeting
	

	AM11/221 
	26/08/2011 – Heath Farm site meeting – Cllr Waller & the Clerk attended - noted
	

	
	
	

	
	To report future meetings
	

	AM11/222 
	29/09/11 – Manor Park Liaison group meeting – none attended - noted
	

	AM11/223 
	12/10/11 – Blaise Farm Liaison Meeting – Cllr Barker to attend - noted
	

	
	
	

	
	Correspondence
	

	AM11/224 
	06/07/11 – Minutes Blaise Farm Liaison Meeting – circulated and noted
	

	AM11/225 
	09/08/11 - To report resident’s email regarding theft of crops and water supply components and WMPC response -  noted
	

	AM11/226 
	KCC - Countryside Access Improvement Plan – to agree response due 30/09/11 – circulated and noted
	

	AM11/227 
	To report TMBC Tree Preservation Order no 13 2011 – Asda Supermarket Car Park, Alexander Grove – noted
	

	
	
	

	
	Matters for information- all other correspondence received, together with responses, other information pertaining to the work of the Amenities Committee 
	

	AM11/228 
	Anson Avenue Play area – Awaiting Complete Landscapes inspection reports for July and August 2011 - to report at next meeting.
	Parish Office

	AM11/229 
	Allotment and Leisure Gardener Magazine – issue 3 – 2011 – circulated – noted
	

	AM11/230 
	13/11/11 - Remembrance Day Ceremony at The Airman Statue, Gibson Drive. To report LPT approval for the road closure of Gibson Drive for the duration of the ceremony. It was RESOLVED to purchase a £50 wreath.
	Parish Office

	AM11/231 
	TMBC - Love Where You Live campaign – ref email 23/08/11 – circulated and noted
	

	AM11/232 
	02/09/11 - NSALG letter to members regarding can they help – circulated and noted
	

	AM11/233 
	RHS - Britain in Bloom Campaign – circulated and noted
	

	AM11/234 
	Manor Park Liaison Group – Minutes for meeting held on 14/04/11 and Agenda for meeting on 29/09/11 - noted
	

	AM11/235 
	Smoke testing at NESG Blaise Farm Facility on 04/11/11 - noted
	

	
	
	

	AM11/236 
	Date for Next Meeting – 26/10/11

	

	AM11/237 
	Questions from Councillors and requests for future agenda items
There were none

	

	AM11/238 
	Meeting ended at 10pm.

	


Signed:______________________ 
Dated:______________________

KINGS HILL PARISH COUNCIL
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Signed..............................


[image: image2.wmf]