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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE

KINGS HILL PLANNING AND TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 14th September 2011 AT 7.30 PM

AT KINGS HILL COMMUNITY CENTRE
Present:
Cllr S Woodcock
(Chair)

Cllr S Barker


Cllr T Petty 

Cllr D Waller
Apologies:
Cllr C Joselin


Cllr G Morris

Also in attendance:
Hilary Wren 
(Community Centre Manager)


1 Resident

	PL11/221 
	Apologies for Absence        
Apologies were received from Cllrs Joselin and Morris and the reasons for their absence were accepted.                                                                    
	

	
	
	

	PL11/222 
	Declarations of Interest
There were none. 
	

	
	
	

	PL11/223 
	Declarations of Lobbying

Cllr Barker declared she was lobbied on item PL11/247 – Salt bins, item PL11/255 – Speed issues and item PL11/259 – Kings Hill School 

	

	
	Minutes
The minutes of 10th August were agreed and signed as a correct record


	

	PL11/224 
	Chairman's Announcements 
The Chairman announced that she had received an email late regarding the combined local Parishes bulk purchasing salt bins together.  This email was discussed under item PL11/247.
	

	
	
	

	
	Officer’s Report
	

	PL11/225 
	PL11/192 - Rural Bus Shelter Grant (RBSG) Scheme Application due to be submitted by 16/12/11. 

It was reported that this was still awaiting submission - noted.


	

	PL11/226 
	Public Session
Item PL11/233 was discussed at this point and the resident’s comments were noted.


	

	
	
	

	
	Planning Applications – consider and agree responses
	

	PL11/227 
	TM/11/01843/FL – Land at Jubilee Way – Construction of earth bund and associated landscaping to create a visual screen to A228 boundary on Kings Hill 
There were no residents’ responses on TMBC website.  
The committee had no objections but were disappointed to note this had already been started without consent. 
	Parish Office

	
	
	

	PL11/228 
	TM/11/01956/FL - 11 Garden Way - Single storey rear and two storey side and rear extension 

There were no residents’ responses on TMBC website.  The committee had no objections.


	Parish Office

	PL11/229 
	TM/11/01983/RD - New Waitrose Store Fortune Way, Discharge of conditions 23 (Plant) and 39 (Dust Management) of planning permission TM/10/03425/FL (Erection of plant unit and fenced compound)

There were no residents’ responses on TMBC website.  The committee had no objections.

	Parish Office

	PL11/230 
	TM/11/02091/RD – New Waitrose Store,  Fortune Way/Alexander Grove - Details of external materials, external lighting, a scheme for operatives and construction vehicles to be accommodated within the application site during construction works, slab levels, and soil investigation pursuant to conditions 2, 3, 41, 35 and 27 respectively on planning permission TM/10/03425/FL (which included planning permission for a new food store)
There were no residents’ responses on TMBC website.  The committee had no objections.
Cllr Barker reported that exit from the site by construction vehicles does not comply with traffic regulations.
TM/11/02091/RD - New Waitrose Store, Fortune Way / Alexander Grove – an update to this application was received (after the agenda had been submitted) with additional information, being:

Slab level drawing 10119-001

Letter from Constructive Evaluation dated 22.08.2011

Final Stage 2 site investigation date stamped 17.08.2011

Appendices A-F of final Stage 2 site investigation date stamped 17.08.2011

Noted.

	Parish Office

	PL11/231 
	TM/11/01360/FL - North Lodge 584, Malling Road, Mereworth - Kings Hill Garage - Additional Information clarifying area for car sales and parking within site. Change of use of private dwelling to offices B1(a) and associated parking for car sales of North Lodge to frontage. Part 1.8m, part 1m close boarded fence to front boundary of North Lodge

There were no residents’ responses on TMBC website.  The committee had no objections.

	Parish Office

	PL11/232 
	TM/10/01584/FL - Queen Street and Fortune Way, Additional and amended plans showing extra works on Fortune Way & Queen Street. 

To report letter received from resident – dated 31/08/11 – noted
After some discussion the following objections and comments were made:
· Objection was made to the raised curb built out on Fortune Way
· It was suggested that the road should be widened to the left hand       side of Anisa Close to enable two cars to pass.
· It was further suggested that ‘no parking’ restrictions (ie double yellow lines) should be in place on both sides of Fortune Way from Richmond Avenue up past Queen Street.  
· The Junction of Queen Street and Fortune Way is considered dangerous to both vehicles and pedestrians and the planned changes would only increase this danger.
· A weight restriction to form a ‘no entry’ at the entry to Fortune Way from Tower View should be considered.
· A site visit by the Borough Councillor, a Parish Councillor and concerned residents is requested.

Tower View Bus Drop Off – this was noted and the committee had no objections.

Tower View pedestrian Crossing Point - this was noted and the committee had no objections.
	Parish Office

Parish Office

Parish Office



	
	Ratify responses to Planning Applications:
	

	PL11/233 
	TM/11/01839/FL - 19 Woodford Grove, Kings Hill – Conversion of half the garage to facilitate a larger kitchen and create a utility room – no objection as agreed by email – noted
	Parish Office



	
	
	

	
	To report Full Council decision on 18/08/11
	

	PL11/234 
	TM/11/0050/RM – Housing Area 56 off Regent Way – Reserved Matters Application including access, appearance, landscaping, layout and scale for 57 residential units, submitted pursuant to outline planning permission TM/02/03429/OAEA and planning - no objections – noted
	Parish Office



	
	
	

	
	Applications for comment received after Agenda has been submitted
	

	
	
	

	PL11/235 
	TM/11/02266/FL – 131 Discovery Drive, Kings Hill – Re-pitched roof with raised ridge incorporating rooms in roof space with 3 no. Rear dormers.
The committee had no objections.
	Parish Office

	
	
	

	
	Planning Approvals
	

	PL11/236 
	TM/10/01583/RM – Housing Parcels A,B,D and D, off Queen Street and Fortune Way. Amended decision received - noted
	

	PL11/237 
	TM/11/00950/RM – Housing Are 56, Regent Way – noted
	

	PL11/238 
	TM/11/01432/FL – 10 Niagara Close – noted.  The committee were very disappointed that this had been approved considering the report submitted by the Parish Council.
	Parish Office



	PL11/239 
	TM/11/01509/FL – 13 Melrose Avenue – noted
	

	PL11/240 
	TM/11/01610/FL – 8 Regent Way – noted
	

	PL11/241 
	TM/11/01656/AT – New Waitrose Store,  Fortune Way – noted
	

	PL11/242 
	TM/11/01655/AT – New Waitrose Store, Fortune Way – noted
	

	PL11/243 
	TM/11/01731/FL – 18 Alton Avenue - noted
	

	
	
	

	
	Circulation of T&MBC Green "B" Lists to Members. 
Lists dated 08/08/11 – 30/08/11– noted

	

	PL11/244 
	Area 2 Planning Committee 
	

	
	Advised minutes for meeting held on 03/08/11 had not yet been received – noted.
	

	
	
	

	
	TRANSPORTATION
	

	
	
	

	
	Winter Plans for 2011/12
	

	PL11/245 
	To receive list and agree roads for additional salt bins and to agree actions for KHPC  

After some discussion it was agreed that:

· The Assistant Clerk should investigate where, on the roads that have been identified, the salt bins could be located – in conjunction with Liberty Property Trust (LPT) and Kent Highway Services (KHS).
· The Parish Council wish to be part of the MAP initiative to purchase salt bins in bulk for local parish councils and that they should be advised accordingly with an initial suggested figure of 20 bins. A letter would be sent to confirm this.
· Once pricing had been received from MAP for these bins, a request for funding would be submitted to Full Council.

	Parish Office



	PL11/246 
	To review KHS and Liberty winter plans 2010 and agree actions

It was noted that KHS and LPT Winter Plans for 2010 were circulated prior to the meeting.  It was agreed that the Winter Plans for 2011 should be obtained urgently.

	Parish Office



	PL11/247 
	To review and discuss KHS proposed salting routes in 2010

It was noted that KHS salting routes in 2010 were circulated prior to the meeting. Confirmation is sought urgently of salting routes for 2011.
A meeting with KHS regarding salting routes, guarantees and costs was requested.

	Parish Office



	PL11/248 
	To report list of adopted roads not included on the KHS snow plough route 2010 and agree action for additional snow clearance by snow plough farmers

It was agreed that upon receipt of the information requested under PL11/248 and PL11/249 above, this item should be moved to the next meeting for further discussion.

	Parish Office



	PL11/249 
	To receive update on the KHS salt bag project and to confirm location.

KHS confirmed that the salt bag scheme would be happening again this year. KHPC would receive details nearer the time and to re-confirm the location. Noted.
	

	
	
	

	
	Speed monitoring on Kings Hill
	

	PL11/250 
	To receive update on speed limit changes and agree actions

It was noted that Tower View from the A228 to the Asda Roundabout would become a 40mph speed limit.  The rest of Tower View, leading into the residential areas, would remain at 30mph.

	

	PL11/251 
	To discuss LPT email received on 08/09/11 regarding Speed Indicator Devices (SIDS) on Kings Hill – circulated 

The committee were pleased that SIDS are going to be active on Kings Hill but was disappointed that there had been no consultation with the Parish Council regarding the type of SID.
	Parish Office



	
	
	

	
	Kent Highway Services (KHS)
	

	PL11/252 
	To receive minutes from meeting held on 27/07/11 

Minutes was circulated prior to meeting – noted.  Discussion will take place at the Amenities Meeting.
	Amenities



	
	
	

	
	Buses
	

	PL11/253 
	Bus Routes on Discovery Drive - to receive update and agree actions

Update on meeting with KHS held on 15/06/11 regarding the perceived nuisance to residents caused by the combination of buses and ramps and the quantity of buses along Discovery Drive, between Bovarde Avenue and Beacon Avenue. 
The following updates have been received:
LPT
LPT confirmed that that there is still no fixed date for the official opening of Beacon Avenue leading into Regent Way. The footpaths are progressing well and they need to prepare and seed the verges and complete some other remedial works before the road is open to the public.  Once LPT has agreed this date with the contractors, they will advise the Parish Council – Noted. 

Nu-Ventura Buses – KCC Service 

Danielle Washington (KCC) offered that the Local Bus Team who manages the contract for the 123 can arrange for passenger surveys of the early morning journeys be undertaken with a view to some buses being altered or withdrawn. – Noted. The committee is disappointed that this is taking so long and now considers the results of the survey urgent.
Members Highway Fund

The Assistant Clerk also contacted Cllr Long with regard to the Members Highway Fund Application as per his suggestion, to enhance the investigation for the suggested speed cushions as an alternative to the speed ramp in Discovery Drive. Unfortunately the latest change in personnel at KHS may have imeded progress with this, and an update is expected shortly. Noted. 

Arriva Bus Company – response received on 05/08/11

Arriva Bus Company has undertaken an analysis of their services operating around Kings Hill. Currently they extend the service to Discovery Drive and have to double back. However, when Beacon Drive and Regent Way opens they will not have to double back and they will operate in a loop reducing the number of buses operating in the upper part of Discovery Drive. Noted.
Arriva have two options available:

1. To remove the service completely from the extension to Discovery Drive and return to the normal routing. Arriva do not propose to progress this option because the Arriva buses are carrying passengers around this part of Kings Hill and secondly it is a requirement that buses operate around this part of Kings Hill. 

2. To reduce the service back to every hour from every 30 minutes. Arriva have looked at this option and decided that to encourage passengers to utilise bus services the Arriva timetables have to be as easy to use as possible. To have buses operating different ways around Kings Hill will be confusing to passengers and not encourage them to utilise public transport. It will also inconvenience the current passengers that use the service from here as the buses will be reduced to an hourly service and in some cases if passengers wish to use the service they will have a noticeable walk to access the bus service.  Arriva was happy to elaborate on this or have a meeting to explain these points further.

The committee noted the two options and this matter was postponed for discussion at the next meeting.
 
	Parish Office

Parish Office

Parish Office



	PL11/254 
	Bus Terminal in Tower View – proposed new waiting area 

Ref Planning Application TM/10/01584/FL  - see item PL11/0233

	

	PL11/255 
	Solar Panels at bus stop indicator terminal in Bovarde Avenue 

It was agreed that the Assistant Clerk should contact KHS for more information regarding this matter.

	Parish Office



	PL11/256 
	Bus Shelter on Discovery Drive  - to receive LPT proposal for real time display at this location 

Emails received from LPT on 08/09/11 and corresponding response from KHS 09/09/11 were circulated to the committee and noted.
	

	
	
	

	
	Kings Hill School
	

	PL11/257 
	To receive update on road markings in Alexander Grove / Milton Lane
Kings Hill School are still awaiting progress from KHS on this matter as nothing has been done, as promised, since January 2010, when the Discovery School lines were carried out - noted
The Parish Office has forward contact details for the new KHS steward to Kings Hill School to progress this matter.

	

	
	Pedestrian Crossing on Discovery Drive
	

	PL11/258 
	To receive update on progress for a School Crossing Patrol (lollypop person) instead of suggested Toucan crossing for this location.

Cllr Long was informed of the Parish Council’s decision to progress with a School Crossing Patrol (lollypop person) and he confirmed that the next stage was for him to reapply for a Members Highway Scheme grant to fund this – ref email 12/09/11 – circulated to members and noted.

It was requested that the Assistant Clerk contact Cllr Long to request urgent action with regard the SCP and to advise that the Parish Councils involvement in this matter now ceases.
	Parish Office



	
	
	

	
	JPCTCG (Joint Parish Councils Traffic Consultative Group)
	

	PL11/259 
	To receive the Agenda for the meeting on 12/09/11

It was advised that this meeting had been postponed and a new date for the meeting was awaited – noted.

	

	PL11/260 
	To receive summary of KHS – KCC Parish Seminar held on 12/07/11 

The report from the seminar was circulated and it was agreed that this would be discussed at the next meeting.
	Parish Office

	
	
	

	
	Grant Funding 
	

	PL11/261 
	To report KCC Small Community Capital Grant and Local Schemes Grant and deadline for applications on 31/10/11 – noted

	

	PL11/262 
	It was agreed that a funding application should be submitted towards the cost of the salt bins.
	Parish Office

	
	
	

	
	To report meetings held with Representatives of Planning and Transportation Committee since the last Planning and Transportation Committee meeting 
	

	PL11/263 
	Heath Farm site visit with representatives of LPT, TMBC, East Malling & Larkfield Parish Council and KHPC on 26/08/11 – Cllr Waller and The Clerk attended - noted

	

	
	To report future Meetings
	

	PL11/264 
	TMBC Joint Transportation Board – 19/09/11 - noted 
	

	PL11/265 
	JPCTCG meeting – date to be confirmed  - noted
	

	
	
	

	
	Matters for information- all other correspondence received, together with responses, other information pertaining to the work of the council
	

	PL11/266 
	Southeastern stakeholder newsletter August/September 2011 – circulated 30/08/11 – noted it was requested that details of this should be circulated to all Councillors including Co-opted members.
	Parish Office

	PL11/267 
	Countryside Voice – Summer 2011 – noted
	

	PL11/268 
	KCC - August 2011 Monthly bus updates – no changes for Kings Hill – noted
	

	PL11/269 
	Southeastern stakeholder newsletter August/September 2011 – circulated 30/08/11 – noted
	

	PL11/270 
	Countryside Voice – Summer 2011 – noted
	

	PL11/271 
	KCC - August 2011 Monthly bus updates – no changes for Kings Hill – noted. It was noted that these updates are being received too late to be of use and it was requested that the assistant clerk request they are received earlier or not at all.
	Parish Office

	PL11/272 
	TMBC – Scrutiny Review Panel – Planning Enforcement to be held on 15/09/11– noted. There will be no attendees.
	

	PL11/273 
	NALC E-Bulletin – information on how neighbourhoods can affect planning decisions through referendums – circulated - noted
	

	PL11/274 
	TMBC Joint Transportation Board – to receive minutes 13/06/11 and agenda for meeting on 19/09/11 – noted 
	

	
	
	

	
	Correspondence 
Nothing to report


	

	PL11/275 
	Date for Next Meeting 
The Community Centre Committee have requested a change of date for their meeting to 12/10/11 and request the Planning and Transportation Committee to change their date to 05/10/11 to accommodate this.

Not all of the committee could make the new date and it was requested that Cllrs Joselin and Morris be contacted to check if they can accommodate the change of date before a decision could be made.


	CC Mgr

	PL11/276 
	Questions from Councillors and future agenda items
There were none.

	

	
	The meeting ended at 9:15pm

	

	
	Signed__________________________________________

Date_____________________________________________
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                                  Signed.................................
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