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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 

KINGS HILL AMENITIES COMMITTEE
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 27th July 2011 AT 7.30 PM 

AT KINGS HILL COMMUNITY CENTRE  
Present:
Cllr S. Barker 
(Chair)

Cllr R. Cassidy


Cllr M. Peake

Cllr K. Tanner


Cllr D. Waller



Mr M. O’Moore 
(co-opted)

Also in attendance:  Mrs H. Martin     (Assistant Clerk)
Borough Cllr C Brown




  Cllr L Sharp        (Youth Club)



  Ms S Walker        (Youth Club)



  PCSO A Roots

	
	
	

	AM11/108 
	Apologies for Absence
	

	
	There were none


	

	AM11/109 
	Declarations of Interest

The following declarations of interest were received:

· Cllr Barker – item AM11/124 - Skatepark and item AM11/135 - Allotments 

· Mr O’Moore – item AM11/135 - Allotments

· Cllr Tanner - item AM11/124 – Skate Park
	

	
	
	

	AM11/110 
	Declarations of Lobbying

· Cllr Barker declared she was lobbied on item AM11/135 - Allotments and item AM11/4 - Skatepark

· Cllr Peake declared he was lobbied on item AM11/118 – Lack of Signage to Warren Woods Country Park
	

	
	
	

	AM11/111 
	Minutes – The minutes of the 22nd June 2011 meeting were agreed and signed as a correct record.

	

	AM11/112 
	Chairman’s announcements 
Cllr Barker reminded members to submit articles for the next View From The Hill by 12th August. 


	

	
	Officer’s Report


	

	AM11/113 
	Overhanging shrubs from Alfriston Grove and corner of Bovarde Avenue – to follow up with LPT 
	Parish Office

	
	
	

	AM11/114 
	Anson Avenue Playground
New grass was put down under benches – noted 

	

	AM11/115 
	Play Area near Tiffen Way 

Cllrs Barker and Waller and the Assistant Clerk attended a site visit with LPT on 13/07/11 to discuss the safety issue with the Diablo play equipment.  LPT confirmed that this equipment was installed in accordance with the required standards – no further action.
	

	
	
	

	
	Heath Farm Leisure Facilities
	

	AM11/116 
	A soil analysis report was requested from LPT and to include the following:

1. Name and accreditations of the laboratory that is  being used to complete the test 

2. Full specification for testing e.g. soil type; ph; element list , nutrients , soil deficiency 

3. Exact location of the sampling  by coordinates 

4. How many samples were taken 

5. Who was present at the site when sampling was done 

6. Which laboratories National Society of Allotment & Leisure Gardeners  recommend for soil testing 

7. Do Society of Allotment & Leisure Gardeners NSALG have a soil test specification 
A response was awaited.

	Parish Office

	
	Kings Hill Village Sign
	

	AM11/117 
	It was reported that Village signs and associated public liability issues will be covered under the KHPC Insurance. 
	

	
	
	

	
	Lack of Signage to Warren Woods Country Park
	

	AM11/118 
	Up to date road map of Kings Hill - Cllr Cassidy to report at next meeting 
An up to date map with all the greenways and proposed footpaths and bridleways on Kings Hill was requested from LPT – response was awaited 


	RC
Parish Office

	
	Open Spaces Maintenance
	

	AM11/119 
	Additional shrubs at Lapins Lane would cost £100 and it would include 8 to 10 shrubs. Complete Landscapes advised planting laurels to get good coverage and growth rate.

It was agreed that the laurels should not to be planted before October and would be approved at the next meeting when considering the budget spent to date.
	Parish Office

	
	
	

	AM11/120 
	Public Session

County Cllr Brown entered the meeting at 19:45
County Cllr Brown reported and updated the meeting on:

· TMBC food and safety team performance for 2010/11
· Recycling New Style Electric Bulbs which contain Mercury 
· The targets for recycling in the Borough
Details were discussed.

TMBC was monitoring noise complaints at Heath Farm.
	

	
	
	

	
	Youth on Kings Hill
	

	AM11/121 
	Cllr Sharp and Ms Walker reported on the summer program for the Youth Club. The Youth Club were progressing well with regard to numbers attending and older youths volunteering to help from September. 


	

	
	Youth Pod for young people on Kings Hill
	

	AM11/122 
	The Youth Club felt it was important to have a Youth Pod for the young people on Kings Hill.

It was RESOLVED that the Skate Park Working Group would take on this project. The availability of land and exact location for the Youth Pod needed further investigation. Young people interested in the Youth Pod, should also be involved in the project. PCSO Roots would provide potential names to approach.
The Youth Club suggested the presence of a youth worker for possible outreach work at the Skate Park and the Pod, should these projects succeed.
The Youth Club also shared their wish to have a Sexual Health Clinic for young people in the near future on Kings Hill.


	PCSO Roots

	AM11/123 
	To discuss issues at the Centre, suggest improvements and agree actions

It was reported that issues at the Centre had reduced with the ongoing work that Ms Walker as youth worker was doing.
	

	
	
	

	
	Skate Park
	

	AM11/124 
	Update on Skate Park Working Group
Cllr Tanner reported on progress as follows:

· Quotes from various design companies were awaited

· An email was sent to individuals interested in the project regarding the public meeting to be held on 9th August to talk about their ideas for the skate park 

· The group met with Funding Buddies and they were very positive about available funding opportunities.

· The group also met with Daren Lanes of TMBC on 22/07/11 to gain knowledge from their experiences on the Tonbridge skate park.

· Information was requested from Birchington Parish Council on the Big Lottery funding they received

· Cllr Tanner met with the Nursery on the Hill to discuss and clarify any concerns they had 
· Previous documents on the Skate Park were received from Mr M Pilbeam

	

	AM11/125 
	To receive analysis on the Skate Park Questionnaire and agree actions
Cllr Tanner reported that people in general were in favour of the Parish Council providing a skate park. A formal analysis would be available at the next meeting.
PCSO Roots left the meeting at 20:30


	SPWG

	
	Village Notice Boards in Phase 1 and Phase 2
	

	AM11/126 
	Full Council approved the quote from Fitzpatrick Woolmer - noted
It was RESOLVED to use £200 from the budget for Bus Shelter.

	Finance

	AM11/127 
	To discuss and agree wording, colour and style of both noticeboards. 

It was RESOLVED that the wording ‘Kings Hill Parish Council’ would be in white and in the Albertus font for both noticeboards. 

	Parish Office

	AM11/128 
	Installation date for noticeboards – to report at the next meeting
Members requested a design of the stainless steel noticeboard.


	Parish Office

	
	
	

	
	Heath Farm Leisure Facilities
	

	AM11/129 
	Approval of the planning application was reported and noted. The TMBC website link was circulated to members prior to the meeting.

LPT requested a meeting with KHPC on 03/08/11 to discuss the on-going operation of the Heath Farm playing fields and pavilion. Cllrs Barker, Cassidy and the Assistant Clerk would be attending.
	

	
	
	

	
	Ryarsh Lane Allotments
	

	AM11/130 
	Letters were sent on 4th July to tenants of Plots 14, 15a and 15b regarding the various matters reported during the last inspection.

	

	AM11/131 
	Transferring process of the tenancy agreements to West Malling Parish Council (WMPC)
WMPC discussed this matter at their Amenities Committee Meeting on 26/07/11. Cllr Peake and Mr O’Moore attended. Awaiting WMPC’s response.
The draft letter to residents regarding the renewal of the tenancy agreement and transferring process to WMPC would be discussed and agreed at the next meeting. A letter would be sent to residents by the end October.

	Parish Office

Parish Office

	AM11/132 
	The monthly inspection report for July was circulated – noted

	

	AM11/133 
	Site visit on Plot 15A and Plot 15B – to consider for next inspection 


	

	AM11/134 
	The Parish Office was asked to write to Plot 14 again regarding the weed problem on the Ryarsh Lane side of the plot
	Parish Office

	
	
	

	
	Kings Hill Allotments
	

	AM11/135 
	The following was reported from letters sent to residents on the waiting list:

69 responses were received back

33 responses were still outstanding

14 names were removed the waiting list by request

Total of 102 residents on current waiting list

It was RESOLVED that of residents that did not respond to the letter should be removed.

It was agreed to continue adding new requests for the allotments to the waiting list and send the standard letters.


	

	AM11/136 
	Mr O’Moore agreed to put together an action plan to progress with implementing and managing the new allotments.

Actions required with regard to Kings Hill residents that already have an allotment at WMPC would be discussed and agreed at the next meeting.


	O’Moore

Parish Office

	AM11/137 
	To receive report on current status of Kings Hill Allotment and Garden Society (KHAGS).
Cllr Barker reported she would be contacting Mr Pearson (secretary of KHAGS) as an individual to enquire about the current status of KHAGS.

 
	

	AM11/138 
	To discuss visiting similar allotments and agree actions.

Visiting Hawkinge allotments would be considered at the next meeting
	Parish Office

	
	
	

	
	Kings Hill Heritage Centre
	

	AM11/139 
	TMBC website link for the planning application was circulated prior the meeting – note 


	

	AM11/140 
	To agree set-up meeting with LPT to discuss use of Heritage Centre

It was reported from the Full Council Meeting on 20/07/11 that the Clerk was asked to write to LPT reminding them of the KHPC’s interest in the Heritage Centre. A response for a meeting date was awaited. 


	Clerk

	AM11/141 
	To consider volunteering photography of Control Tower – ref email 22/03/11 – nothing to report
	

	
	
	

	
	Kings Hill Village Sign
	

	AM11/142 
	The project plan to progress installation of Village Signs was circulated and noted
Cllr Peake reported that he has drafted an article for the next View From the Hill, requesting design suggestions.

Cllr Peake would draft letters to the two local schools, inviting design suggestions. Letters would be circulated to members by early September for comments.
	MP

	
	
	

	
	Lack of Signage to Warren Woods Country Park
	

	AM11/143 
	To discuss and agree actions for signage to all facilities on Kings Hill. 

Cllr Waller agreed to draft a list of all the facilities to be included and to identify the potential location of signs. The cost of this project would be included in the budget for 2012/13. To be discussed further at the next meeting. 
	DW

	
	
	

	
	Open Spaces Maintenance
	

	AM11/144 
	Anson Avenue Play Area - the Parish Office has forward a copy of the latest Annual Inspection Report to Complete Landscapes, who undertakes the monthly inspections of the play area - noted

	

	AM11/145 
	Pruning of a tree overhanging from the play area in Anson Avenue onto the footpath was done successfully at a minor cost of £30 – noted

	

	AM11/146 
	Paintwork for the fence, benches and litter bin were completed – noted
 
	

	AM11/147 
	Hedges in Garden Way would be cut in the first week of August - noted 


	Parish Office

	AM11/148 
	To receive comments on site visit to open spaces within KHPC remit.

It was reported that the Lapins Lane site would benefit from additional planting.


	

	AM11/149 
	A breakdown of the cost to date for the open spaces was requested at the next meeting and to report this monthly.
	Parish Office

	
	
	

	
	Trees
	

	AM11/150 
	Anson Avenue / Stirling Road - overgrown trees on the grass verges and overhanging the footpath were reported – tree work would be completed by KHS end of August - noted

	Parish Office

	AM11/151 
	26 Sturmer Court – complaint received from resident regarding 2 very large trees in front of their house taking the light away from their living area. KHS confirmed that owner has the right to cut back any branches overhanging their property - noted. 

 
	Parish Office

	AM11/152 
	Worcester Avenue – stumps left after tree maintenance in June.

KHS confirmed that these trees were dying and were cut down for safety reasons. KHS has no funding available for the removal of the stumps or replacement of trees. 

KHS confirmed that should the Parish Council be able to fund the costs, these stumps could be removed in liaison with KHS.

The Parish Office was asked to contact Richard Long for possible funding from the Member Highway Fund to remove and plant new trees. 
	Parish Office

	
	
	

	
	Kent Highways Services (KHS) 
	

	AM11/153 
	Kings Hill Parish portal/log – copies were circulated and noted 
KHS confirmed that the new portal was now available to Parish Councils to use.
	Parish Office

	
	
	

	
	Complaints Log 
	

	AM11/154 
	Residents Complaints Log - copies were circulated and noted
	

	
	
	

	
	Transportation
	

	AM11/155 
	To review transportation matters being within the Planning Committee remit to consider returning them to the Amenities Committee and to agree a recommendation to Full Council.

It was RESOLVED that transportation matters would stay within the Planning Committee remit.
	

	
	
	

	
	Blaise Farm
	

	AM11/156 
	Minutes from Liaison Group Meeting held on 06/07/11 was received and noted.  Next meeting date on 12/10/11 – Cllr Barker would be attending.

	

	AM11/157 
	Odours complaint received on 20/07/11 was circulated and noted.
Response received from New Earth Solutions was circulated and noted – ref email 21/07/11


	

	AM11/158 
	To consider and agree if the composting facility should be included in the Amenities Committee remit.
It was RESOLVED that the Liaison Group Committee Meeting should be within the Amenities Committee remit. Blaise Farm planning applications should be within the Planning Committee remit.
	

	
	
	

	
	Grant Funding 
	

	AM11/159 
	Details were received TMBC Community Enhancement Fund Grant Funding -circulated and noted. The deadline for applications is 30/09/11

	

	AM11/160 
	To consider and agree possible projects for the funding application
The Skate Park Working Group would apply for this grant and would include the Skate Park and Youth Pod projects.


	

	AM11/161 
	To consider other funding opportunities – ref Inside Track Issue 184 - noted

	

	
	To report meetings held with Representatives of Amenities Committee since the last Amenities committee meeting
	

	AM11/162 
	06/07/11 – Blaise Farm Liaison Meeting – none attended - noted
	

	AM11/163 
	12/07/11 – KHS Parish Seminar – Assistant Clerk attended - noted
	

	AM11/164 
	13/07/11 – Pippen Way and Tiffen Way site meeting with LPT – Cllrs Barker, Waller and Assistant Clerk attended - noted
	

	AM11/165 
	26/07/11 – WMPC Committee Meeting – Cllr Peake and Mr O’Moore attended – noted
	

	AM11/166 
	27/07/11 – Meeting with KHS Steward – The Clerk and Assistant Clerk attended – noted
	

	
	
	

	
	To report future meetings
	

	AM11/167 
	29/09/11 – Manor Park Liaison group meeting – noted. The Parish Office was asked to remind representatives. 
	Parish Office

	AM11/168 
	12/10/11 – Blaise Farm Liaison Meeting - noted
	

	
	
	

	
	Correspondence 
	

	AM11/169 
	06/07/11 – Minutes Blaise Farm Liaison Meeting – circulated - noted
	

	
	
	

	
	Matters for information- all other correspondence received, together with responses, other information pertaining to the work of the Amenities Committee
	

	AM11/170 
	Anson Avenue Play area – Complete Landscapes inspection reports received for June 2011 – circulated - noted.  Future inspection reports must be named, signed, dated and the header of the company included.
	Parish Office

	AM11/171 
	11/07/11 - Inside Track - Issue 184 – circulated- noted
	

	AM11/172 
	15/07/11 - DIS Extra 763 – circulated – noted
	

	AM11/173 
	11/07/11 – Amendment to update on Statutory Review – removal of Section 23 of the Small Holdings and Allotments Act 1908 – circulated – noted
	

	AM11/174 
	11/07/11 – Protect Kent – Margaret’s update 2011 – circulated - noted
	

	
	
	

	AM11/175 
	Date for Next Meeting – 28/09/11

	

	
	Questions from Councillors and requests for future agenda items

	

	AM11/176 
	A complaint was received from a resident regarding rubbish on the Tennis Courts on the evening of 26/07/11 and next morning on 27/07/11 – this was reported to LPT to action. The Parish Office was asked to request an additional bin close to the Tennis Courts.


	Parish Office



	AM11/177 
	Cllr Tanner reported that Pippins Lane had a new white road sign. The Parish Office was asked to investigate the standard colour for road name signs names on Kings Hill.


	Parish Office


Signed:______________________ 
Dated:______________________

KINGS HILL PARISH COUNCIL








AM 27/07/11
Page 81



Signed..............................
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