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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 

KINGS HILL AMENITIES COMMITTEE
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 22ND June 2011 AT 7.30 PM 

AT KINGS HILL COMMUNITY CENTRE  
Present:
Cllr S. Barker 
(Chair)

Cllr R. Cassidy


Cllr M. Peake

Cllr K. Tanner


Cllr D. Waller



Mr M. O’Moore 
(co-opted)

Apologies:
PCSO A Roots

Also in attendance:  Mrs H. Martin
(Assistant Clerk)



  
	
	
	

	AM11/62 
	Apologies for Absence
Apologies were received from PCSO Roots.
	

	
	
	

	AM11/63 
	Declarations of Interest

The following declarations of interest were received:

· Cllr Barker – item AM11/76  – Skate Park
· Cllr Tanner – item AM11/76 – Skate Park
	

	
	
	

	AM11/64 
	Declarations of Lobbying

Cllr Barker declared she was lobbied on item AM11/75 – Heath Farm and item AM11/79 – Youth Pod
	

	
	
	

	AM11/65 
	Minutes - The minutes of the 25th May 2011 meeting were agreed and signed as a correct record.

	

	AM11/66 
	Chairman’s announcements

It was reported from the Full Council Meeting on 15/06/11 that Mrs Janet McKenner has resigned from the Skate Park Working Group due to personal reasons.   

	

	
	Officer’s Report

	

	AM11/67 
	AM 09/21.4 Overhanging shrubs from Alfriston Grove and corner of Bovarde Avenue – Pictures were sent to Liberty and they wrote to the owners - awaiting further response.


	Parish Office

	AM11/68 
	KCC asset register regarding available land - This matter was investigated to establish any land KCC owned on Kings Hill with the view to the Parish Council possibly applying for allotments.

This matter was not discussed at the meeting on 02/06/11 with Mr Roger Gough (Cabinet Member responsible for Kings Hill within the KCC) and Cllr Long.  Nothing further to report – to progress after responses received from residents on the Heath Farm Allotment waiting list.

	

	AM11/69 
	Possible land off the A228 and to contact Hadlow College to explore this option and to discuss plots of land and the design and development of allotments 
Richard Long would be contacted to arrange an introduction to Hadlow College with the view to discuss availability of land close to Kings Hill – ongoing and to progress after responses received from residents on the Heath Farm Allotment waiting list.
Letters would be drafted to Lord Falmouth and King Hill Farm to enquire about the feasibility of land for allotments for Kings Hill residents – ongoing and to progress after responses received from residents on the Heath Farm Allotment waiting list.
	Parish Office

Parish Office

	
	
	

	AM11/70 
	Terms of Reference
The draft Terms of Reference for Amenities Committee were approved at the Full Council Meeting on 15/06/11 – noted
	

	
	
	

	AM11/71 
	Open Spaces
The draft Policy and Procedure for maintaining 3 open spaces was approved at the Full Council Meeting on 15/06/11 - noted
	

	
	
	

	AM11/72 
	Kings Hill Residents Allotments 
Letters to residents on the waiting list were sent and the return date is 18/07/11. The Parish Office was thanked for undertaking this task successfully.
	

	
	
	

	AM11/73 
	Anson Avenue Playground
The new sign was installed and all play equipment painted. The new grass under the benches would be put down in the next week and during the current milder weather.


	Parish Office

	AM11/74 
	Play Area near Tiffen Way 
Safety issue with one of the play equipment items at the Play area was reported to Liberty. Liberty confirmed that the equipment in question was installed in accordance with the required standards.
The Parish Office was asked to arrange a site visit with Liberty at the Play area to discuss the equipment in question.

The Parish Office was asked to forward a copy of the latest Annual Inspection Report to Complete Landscapes, who undertake the monthly inspections of the play area. 
	Parish Office

Parish Office

	
	
	

	AM11/75 
	Heath Farm Leisure Facilities
	

	
	Cllr Barker reported on the site meeting with officers from TMBC, Parish and Borough Councillors from  East Malling and Larkfield and representatives of Kings Hill Parish Council on 16/06/11. It was likely that the planning decision would be made by a TMBC Planning Officer rather than the Planning Committee. 

The Parish Office was asked to obtain a full soil analysis report from Liberty for the allocated allotment area.
	Parish Office

	
	
	

	
	Skate Park
	

	AM11/76 
	Mereworth Parish Council confirmed that they would not be able to contribute any financial support to this project.

	

	
	Update from Working Group
	

	AM11/77 
	The Working Group reported on the meeting with Liberty 20/06/11 that:

· The area of the Skate Park was marked out to enable estimates to be requested. 
· Cllr Petty was provided with names of two Skate Park suppliers. 

· The Working Group was given a CAD copy of the Skate Park Plan. Cllr Barker agreed to forward a copy to the Parish Office.
It was reported from the Full Council Meeting on 15/06/11 that:

· A meeting had been arranged with the Funding Buddies on 28/06/2011
· Cllr Tanner had approached Nursery on the Hill to discuss any concerns they had. 


	SB

	AM11/78 
	The Working Group would report their findings on the results from the Skate Park Questionnaire at the next meeting 
	SPWG

	
	
	

	
	Provision of Youth Pod for young people on Kings Hill 
	

	AM11/79 
	Update from representative of Kings Hill Youth Club and PCSO Roots - the Youth Club would report at the next meeting.


	Youth Club 

	AM11/80 
	To discuss issues at the Centre, suggest improvements and agree actions – to receive suggestions at next meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	Village Notice Boards in Phase 1 and Phase 2
	

	AM11/81 
	A revised quote from Fitzpatrick Woolmer for £3,199 (excluding VAT) was circulated. This included Anti Graffiti glass.
It was recommended that this matter be referred to Full Council for approval as the quote was slightly over budget.

	Full Council

	AM11/82 
	Proposed locations and design were discussed with LPT – awaiting response
Phase 1 – Band Stand at the Big Green on Pippin Way.

Timber Freestanding Notice board with header

Phase 2 – Near Play Area and/or Cricket Pitch on Tiffen Way.

Stainless Steel Freestanding Notice board with header

Members agreed to progress with the instillation of the Notice Boards, once Full Council has approved the cost and Liberty approved the proposed locations and design.
	Parish Office

	
	
	

	
	Kings Hill Village Sign
	

	AM11/83 
	Cllr Peake reported on the history and research done previously on the Kings Hill Village Sign. 
The Village Sign Society advised that the project was likely to take up to 2 years to complete and have offered to speak to KHPC about Village Signs if required. Quotes previously obtained in 2001 and 2005 suggested that the current reserves of £5,000 for the Village Signs are sufficient.

It was RESOLVED that an article would be included in the September edition of The View From the Hill. Cllr Peake would draft communications for TVFTH and local schools to invite design suggestions.
The Parish Office was asked to investigate whether village signs and associated public liability issues would be covered under the KHPC Insurance.
It was hoped to have the Village Sign installed at various locations on Kings Hill by 2013. Cllr Peake agreed to provide the Parish Office with a project plan to progress this matter. 
Cllr Peake was thanked for the report submitted. 
	MP / 
TVFTH

Clerk

MP

	
	
	

	
	Lack of Signage to Warren Woods Country Park
	

	AM11/84 
	Liberty confirmed that as the Nature Park was part of a series of footpaths and bridleways rather than a country park such as Manor Park in West Malling it would not be appropriate to increase signage.
Cllr Cassidy agreed to obtain details from Wards Properties about the supplier of their road map of Kings Hill. 
The Parish Office was asked to obtain an up to date map from Liberty that includes all the greenways and proposed footpaths and bridleways on Kings Hill.

Signage to facilities on Kings Hill would be added to the next agenda for further discussion.


	RC
Parish Office

Parish Office



	AM11/85 
	It was agreed to advertise Warren Woods Country Park, to residents in The View From The Hill. 

It was RESOLVED to include costs for street furniture and signage to the facilities on Kings Hill in next year’s budget
	TVFTH
Parish Office

	
	
	

	
	Open Spaces Maintenance
	

	AM11/86 
	It was reported that additional shrubs at Lapins Lane would cost £100 and it would include 8 to 10 shrubs. The Parish Office was asked to obtain a list of the shrubs and species advised by Complete Landscapes.

Committee members agreed to familiarise themselves with the location of the 3 Open Spaces by visiting the sites and would report their findings at the next meeting.
	Parish Office
All

	
	
	

	
	Anson Avenue Playground
	

	AM11/87 
	The Annual Inspection Report from Craigdene was submitted on 08/06/11 – circulated and noted 
	

	
	
	

	
	Planning application
	

	AM11/88 
	To consider planning application –TM/11/01205/TRD – Woodlands, Admiral Way – area of previously coppiced trees, chiefly sweet chestnut and sycamore.  Standard field maple and Hornbeam to be retained.  Re-coppice previously coppiced trees, in the interests of good forestry practice – to discuss at meeting – no objections
	Parish Office

	
	
	

	
	Ryarsh Lane Allotments
	

	AM11/89 
	To receive monthly inspection report and agree actions – circulated and noted
The Parish Office was asked to write to the tenants of Plots 14, 15a and 15b regarding the various matters reported during the last inspection.

	Parish Office

	AM11/90 
	The following invoices were received from WMPC and reported. Payment was agreed at Full Council Meeting on 15/06/11 
· Annual payment for lease of 8 plots on Ryarsh Lane = £250

· New Pedestrian gate at Ryarsh Lane (8/30) of cost for new gate and padlock installed = £56.23

· Cost of routine maintenance of hedging & footpath at Ryarsh Lane Allotment site = £90.67
It was agreed that future invoices from WMPC would first be checked by Mr O’Moore (Co-opted member for the Allotments).
The Parish Office now also holds a copy of the key for the new gate installed. Copies to tenants would be issued on request and at a cost - noted

	

	AM11/91 
	To discuss expiry of Ryarsh Lane Allotment Lease with WMPC and agree actions for transfer to WMPC on 3rd February 2013.
Tenancy Agreement letters for 2012, would be reviewed in September 2011 to be submitted by the end of November 2011. Tenants’ permission would also be requested to transfer personal contact details to WMPC.

The Parish Office was asked to clarify with WMPC the transferring process of the tenancy agreements to WMPC.

	Parish Office
Parish Office

	AM11/92 
	Location of shed for Plot 18b - WMPC agreed to contact the tenant as co-opted members of WMPC offered to help the tenant to move the shed. 
	

	
	
	

	
	Kent Highways Services (KHS) 
	

	AM11/93 
	Kings Hill Parish portal/log – circulated and noted
	

	
	
	

	
	Complaints Log 
	

	AM11/94 
	To report complaints received since last meeting and agree actions – circulated and noted
	

	
	
	

	
	Blaise Farm
	

	AM11/95 
	Proposed trial blasts greater than 10kg – KCC approval received regarding Gallagher Aggregates request for series of trial blasts at Blaise Farm using greater than 10kg maximum instantaneous charge - subjected to a series of conditions – Ref email 06/06/11 – circulated and noted

	

	AM11/96 
	Minutes  received for the NES Blaise Farm Liaison Group Meeting held on 06/04/11 – circulated and noted

	

	AM11/97 
	Update on recent odours from Facility – Cllr Barker report a smell two weeks ago and the Health and Environmental Agency responded promptly.
	

	
	
	

	
	To report meetings held with Representatives of Amenities Committee since the last Amenities committee meeting 
	

	AM11/98 
	09/06/11 – Liberty Quarterly Meeting – Cllrs Barker and Waller attended
	

	AM11/99 
	16/06/2012 -  Heath Farm Site Visit Cllrs Barker and Waller and Clerk attended
	

	
	
	

	
	To report future meetings 
	

	AM11/100 
	06/07/11 – NES Blaise Farm Liaison Meeting – none to attend
	

	AM11/101 
	29/09/11 – Manor Park Liaison group meeting – to add to the July Agenda. 

	Parish Office

	
	Correspondence 
	

	AM11/102 
	06/06/11 - DIS Extra 760 - Allotments & Big Society – 06/06/11 – circulated and noted
	

	AM11/103 
	06/04/11 - Blaise Farm Liaison Meeting – Minutes – circulated and noted
	

	
	
	

	AM11/104 
	Matters for information- all other correspondence received, together with responses, other information pertaining to the work of the Amenities Committee – there were none.

	

	AM11/105 
	Date for Next Meeting – It was agreed to have future meeting dates on the 4th Wednesday of the month.

The next meeting would be on 27/07/11

	

	AM11/106 
	Questions from Councillors and requests for future agenda items
Mr O’Moore enquired in general if there was a requirement for residents to seek approval to remove front hedging in order to create a parking area. Mr O’Moore confirmed that a number of houses have started to do this and as such will change the character of the roads in Kings Hill.


	Planning

	
	
	

	AM11/107 
	Meeting closed: 22:00

	




Signed:______________________ 


Dated:______________________
KINGS HILL PARISH COUNCIL
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Signed..............................
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