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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 

KINGS HILL AMENITIES COMMITTEE
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 25th May 2011 AT 7.30 PM 

AT KINGS HILL COMMUNITY CENTRE  
Present:
Cllr S. Barker 
(Chair)

Cllr M. Peake

Cllr K. Tanner


Cllr D. Waller



Mr M. O’Moore 
(co-opted)

Apologies:
Cllr R. Cassidy

Also in attendance:  Mrs H. Martin
(Assistant Clerk)

	AM11/1 
	To Elect a Chairman for 2011/12 
After a vote Cllr Barker was duly elected as Chair of the Amenities Committee. 
	

	
	
	

	AM11/2 
	Co-option of members

It was RESOLVED to co-opt Mr O’Moore on the Amenities Committee for another year.
 
	

	AM11/3 
	To receive Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from Cllr Cassidy and PSCO Roots and the reasons for their absence were accepted.                                                                   
	

	
	
	

	AM11/4 
	Declarations of Interest

The following declarations of interest were received:

· Cllr Barker – item AM11/21 – Skatepark

· Mr O’Moore – item AM1133 – Ryarsh Lane

· Cllr Tanner – item AM11/21 – Skatepark

· Cllr Waller - item AM11/28  - Kings Hill Village Sign, item AM11/37 – Complaints Log and item AM11/39  - Blaise Farm
	

	
	
	

	AM11/5 
	Declarations of Lobbying
Cllr Barker declared lobbying on – item AM11/21 – Skatepark and item AM11/28 – Kings Hill Village Sign

	

	AM11/6 
	Minutes 

The minutes of the 23rd March 2011 meeting were agreed and signed as a correct record.


	

	AM11/7 
	Chairman’s announcements

Cllr Barker announced that Mrs McKenner would no longer be co-opted on the Amenities Committee, but she would be a member of the Skate Park working group.

	

	
	Officer’s Report
	

	
	
	

	AM11/8 
	AM 09/21.4 Overhanging shrubs from Alfriston Grove and corner of Bovarde Avenue - Awaiting pictures – to raise matter with David Wilson House Builder and Liberty - ongoing
	

	
	
	

	
	Kings Hill Residents Allotments
	

	AM11/9 
	AM10/327 Allotment plan at Birling Grange 

To arrange site visit nearer the opening of the Heath Farm Allotments. 

	

	AM11/10 
	AM10/328 KCC asset register regarding available land 
This matter was investigated to establish any land KCC owned on Kings Hill with the view to the Parish Council possibly applying for allotments.

It was agreed to discuss this matter at the meeting on 02/06/11 with Mr Roger Gough (Cabinet Member responsible for Kings Hill within the KCC) and Cllr Long. The Clerk was asked to include this matter to the agenda.
	Clerk



	AM11/11 
	AM10/330 Possible land off the A228 and to contact Hadlow College to explore this option and to discuss plots of land and the design and development of allotments 
The Parish Office was asked to contact Richard Long to arrange an introduction to Hadlow College with the view to discuss availability of land close to Kings Hill.
The Parish Office was asked to draft letters to Lord Falmouth and King Hill Farm to enquire about the feasibility of land for allotments for Kings Hill residents.
	Parish Office

Parish Office

	
	
	

	
	Kings Hill School
	

	AM11/12 
	AM10/344 – Road Markings in Alexander Grove and Milton Lane
Kent Highway Services confirmed that the road markings will be carried out in the next 3 months – ref email 23/05/11. The Parish Office also lobbied Richard Long regarding this matter.

	Planning & Transportation

	AM11/13 
	AM10/350 KHS - List of adopted roads 

The Parish Office now has an updated list of all the roads on Kings Hill - noted.

	

	
	Terms of Reference
	

	AM11/14 
	The draft Terms of Reference for Amenities Committee was received and circulated.  This was discussed and the Parish Office was asked to amend accordingly and to circulate to members prior submitting to Full Council for approval on 15/06/11.

	Parish Office
Full Council

	
	Open Spaces 
	

	AM11/15 
	The draft Policies and Procedures for maintaining 3 open spaces was received and circulated. This was discussed and the Parish Office was asked to amend accordingly and to circulate to members prior submitting to Full Council for approval on 15/06/11.
	Parish Office

Full council

	
	
	

	
	Heath Farm Leisure Facilities
	

	AM11/16 
	It was reported from Full Council (11/05/11) that it was unlikely that a planning application would be required for the allotment site.  However, consultation with TMBC would still be required. 
Access to pavilion facilities for allotment users would be discussed with the Pavilion Management in the future.

TMBC’s response was awaited regarding the following matters:

· The car parking allocation in different colours (Blue and Black) – 

· Amount of parking spaces allocated for disabled use close to the allotments site

· Added screening between the allotment site and pitch 3

	Parish Office

	AM11/17 
	To receive update from Planning Meeting held on 18/05/11
This planning application was not included in the Agenda for the TMBC Area 3 Planning Committee Meeting to be held on 09/06/11 – noted. 
TMBC’s response was awaited regarding the latest update on this planning application.
	

	
	
	

	
	Kings Hill Residents Allotments
	

	AM11/18 
	The minutes from NSALG Meeting held on 14/03/11 was received and circulated - noted. 


	

	AM11/19 
	Draft letters to residents on waiting list was received and circulated. This was discussed and the Parish Office was asked to amend accordingly and to circulate to members prior to sending to residents. The Parish Office was asked to submit letters to residents by 17th June.

	Parish Office

	AM11/20 
	It was agreed to arrange visits to Hawkinge and/or Biddenden Allotment sites in the autumn.
	

	
	
	

	
	Skate Park
	

	AM11/21 
	To receive update from working party
Cllrs Barker, Petty and Tanner, Mrs McKenner, PCSO Roots and 2 young people would be on the working party. The Parish Office was asked to arrange a meeting for the working party to meet before the next Full Council on 15/06/11.


	Parish Office 



	AM11/22 
	The Questionnaire was sent out to all residents to be returned by 31/05/11. To receive questionnaire analysis at next meeting.

	Working Group



	AM11/23 
	The S106 Grant Application was submitted to Full Council on 21/04/11 for their consideration.


	

	AM11/24 
	Neighbouring Parishes (Offham, Mereworth and West Malling Parish Councils) were contacted to establish their possible involvement in the Skate Park project.  West Malling Parish Council was supportive in principle of the provision of a skate park at Kings Hill, but was not in a position to offer financial support at this stage.  Responses were awaited from Mereworth and Offham Parish Councils.
	Parish Office

	
	
	

	AM11/25 
	Kings Hill Bowls Club
	

	
	To report discussions with KINARA  and agree future actions
30 members of the Bowls Club showed an interest in an outdoor bowls club. Neither the Netball Club nor the Bowls club was able to attend the Planning Meeting on 13/04/11 where the Heath Farm planning application was discussed. 
It was suggested that the Parish Office write to KINARA in the near future, to establish whether members would be interested forming a Bowls Club at Heath Farm. 

	

	
	Village Notice Boards in Phase 1 and Phase 2
	

	AM11/26 
	To discuss and agree location for notice boards.
The following locations for the notice boards were RESOLVED: 

Phase 1 – Band Stand at the Big Green on Pippin Way 

Timber Freestanding Notice board with header
Phase 2 – Near Play Area and/or Cricket Pitch on Tiffen Way
Stainless Steel Freestanding Notice board with header

Proposed locations and design to be confirmed with LPT. The Clerk was asked to include this matter on the agenda for the LPT quarterly meeting on 09/06/11.

	LPT

	AM11/27 
	To receive and agree quotes and agree supplier
Quotes and a comparison report were received and circulated. This was discussed and it was RESOLVED that Fitzpatrick Woolmer undertake the work.
The Parish Office was asked to negotiate a reduction in installation costs for the 2 notice boards. It was agreed to include Anti Graffiti film, for vandalism purposes.

The Parish Office was asked to prepare a report on the proposed designs for the Liberty Meeting. 
	Parish Office
Parish Office

LPT

	
	
	

	AM11/28 
	Kings Hill Village Sign
	

	
	The Parish Council discussed this matter in 2005 and the Parish Office was asked to obtain details on file for Cllr Peake to look at and to report at the next meeting.

This matter would also be included on the agenda for LPT quarterly Meeting on 09/06/11

	Parish Office / 
MP
LPT

	
	Trees
	

	AM11/29 
	Worcester Avenue Trees
The Assistant Clerk reported on the site visit 11/05/11 with KHS Alliance Partner Jacobs, T&MBC, the Assistant Clerk and the resident, to assess maintenance issues with the trees on Worcester Avenue. KHS confirmed that this matter would be resolved by the end of August – awaiting confirmation for start date to the work. 
	Parish Office

	
	
	

	
	Anson Avenue Playground
	

	AM11/30 
	Paint work of benches, bin and fencing 
Quotes were received and circulated. After discussion it was RESOLVED that Complete Landscapes undertake the work and for completion by 22/07/11.

	Parish Office

	AM11/31 
	To receive update on maintenance work quoted on
The sign and post at Anson Avenue play area had been removed and the new sign will be installed shortly.
Painting of all the play equipment will be completed by 03/06/11 – to report at next meeting.
Planting of new grass under the benches was delayed due to the current dry weather.
	Parish Office

Parish Office

	
	
	

	AM11/32 
	The Annual Inspection Report is due on 04/06/11 and will be undertaken by Craigdene for £85. To receive Annual Inspection report at next meeting.

	Parish Office

	
	Ryarsh Lane Allotments
	

	AM11/33 
	The monthly inspection report for May was received and circulated to members – noted
	

	
	
	

	AM11/34 
	It was reported that an additional gate was requested by tenants and will be installed at the upper end of the allotment site. The Allotment Society installed the gate on a voluntary basis. WMPC’s invoice was awaited for KHPC share of the cost for the gate. It was agreed to have keys cut as required.
 
	

	
	Kent Highways Services (KHS) 
	

	AM11/35 
	Kings Hill Parish portal/log was circulated and noted.
	

	
	
	

	
	Seating in West Malling High Street
	

	AM11/36 
	WMPC response to residents request was received and circulated - noted
	

	
	
	

	
	Complaints Log 
	

	AM11/37 
	The complaints log was received and circulated - noted. 
	

	
	
	

	
	Finances
	

	AM11/38 
	To review the reserves for the Amenities Committee as at 31/03/2011
The earmarked reserves were reviewed and it was RESOLVED that the following would remain unchanged:

· Playground Enhancement Reserve - £1,000

· Village Sign - £10,500

· Community Notice boards - £3,000

· Heath Farm Allotments – planning & set up - £42,500

· Kings Hill School Pedestrian Crossing - £12,000 (To Planning & Transportation Committee)

· Discovery Drive Bus Shelter - £8,538 (To Planning & Transportation Committee) 
Budget for next year to be discussed at September meeting.

	RFO


	
	Blaise Farm
	

	AM11/39 
	To receive update on proposed trial blasts – awaiting confirmation from Gallagher on the dates

	Parish Office

	AM11/40 
	To receive minutes from Liaison Group Meeting held on 06/04/11 – not yet received.
	Parish Office

	
	
	

	
	To report meetings held with Representatives of Amenities Committee since the last Amenities committee meeting 
	

	AM11/41 
	27/04/11 – 3rd Kent Rail Summit – Maidstone  - none attended - noted
	

	AM11/42 
	14/04/11 - Manor Park Liaison Meeting – Cllr Barker attended - noted
	

	AM11/43 
	06/04/11 - Blaise Farm Liaison Meeting – none attended - noted
	

	AM11/44 
	11/05/11 - Worcester Avenue Trees site visit – Assistant Clerk attended – noted
	

	
	
	

	
	To report future meetings 
	

	AM11/45 
	04/06/11 - NSALG Annual General Meeting at Nr Coventry – noted - none to attend
	

	AM11/46 
	29/09/11 – Manor Park Liaison group meeting – noted
	

	AM11/47 
	09/06/11 – Liberty Quarterly meeting – noted 
	

	
	
	

	
	Correspondence
	

	AM11/48 
	Allotment and Leisure Gardener – Issue 2 – 2011 – noted
	

	AM11/49 
	Email from resident regarding The Heath Farm allotments – 11/05/11. To report the Clerk’s response – noted
	

	AM11/50 
	Ryarsh Lane Allotment Society forwarded Sir John Stanley’s reply to the allotment rent increase – ref email 07/04/11 – noted
	

	AM11/51 
	Wild about Gardening Awards and Environmental Champions Awards 2011 held on 27/10/2011 - nominations close 30/06/11 – noted
	

	AM11/52 
	Forthcoming Events at Manor Park Country Park in June – ref email 14/05/11 – circulated – noted
	

	AM11/53 
	Urgent Legislation under threat regarding future allotment sites – ref email 15/04/11 – circulated – noted
	

	AM11/54 
	Weekly Email News Digest – ref email 17/05/11 – circulated
	

	AM11/55 
	E-newsletter from the Association of Play Industries – May 2011 - ref email 17/05/11 – circulated – noted
	

	
	
	

	
	Matters for information- all other correspondence received, together with responses, other information pertaining to the work of the Amenities Committee
	

	AM11/56 
	Anson Avenue Play area – Complete Landscapes inspection report received for April and May 2011 – noted
	

	AM11/57 
	Ryarsh Lane Allotments – Inspection Report for May 2011 – noted. Mr O’Moore was thanked for the monthly inspection reports.
	

	AM11/58 
	Manor Park Liaison Meeting held on 14/04/11 -  minutes received and circulated – noted
	

	
	
	

	AM11/59 
	Date for Next Meeting – 22/06/11. It was agreed to continue to have Amenities Committee Meetings on the 4th Wednesday of every month.

	

	AM11/60 
	Questions from Councillors and future agenda items
Cllr Waller commented on a safety issue with one of the play equipment items at the Play Area near Tiffen Way – Parish Office to liaise with LPT
Mr O’Moore commented on the reduction of street lighting times. Resident’s views would be obtained through View from the Hill.

	Parish Office

	AM11/61 
	Meeting closed: 21:50

	




Signed:______________________ 


Dated:______________________
KINGS HILL PARISH COUNCIL








AM 25/05/11
PAGE 26
      Signed........................

[image: image2.wmf]