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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE KINGS HILL PARISH COUNCIL
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 20th APRIL 2011 AT 7:30PM
AT THE YOUTH MEETING ROOM KINGS HILL COMMUNITY CENTRE
Present:
Cllr S Barker 

(Chair)

Cllr G Hall  


Cllr G Morris


Cllr D Murray 

Cllr B Pearson 


Cllr L Sharp 

Cllr D Waller 

Cllr S Woodcock
Apologies:
Cllr M Palmer

Absent:
Cllr A Petty
Also in attendance:
Ms H Munro

(Clerk)

PCSO W Stanley

County Cllr R Long


Borough Cllr C Brown


3 Residents 

	FC 10/1061 
	To receive and accept Apologies for Absence

Apologies were received from Cllr Palmer with a reason for his absence.

	

	FC 10/1062 
	To receive Declarations of Interest 

The following declarations of interest were received:

· Cllr Barker – item FC10/1089 – Youth Club and item FC10/1094 – S106 Youth Grant (prejudicial interest)

· Cllr Morris – item FC10/1082-84 – bus shelter

· Cllr Pearson – item FC10/1073-5 – Heath Farm Allotments

· Cllr Sharp – item FC10/1089 Youth club, item FC10/1095 Occupational licence and item FC10/1094 S106 grant (prejudicial interest)


	

	FC 10/1063 
	To receive Declarations of lobbying

The following declarations of lobbying were received:

· Cllr Barker – item FC10/1073-5 Heath Farm, item FC10/1087-88 Skate Park and item FC10/1089 Youth club

· Cllr Morris – item FC10/1087-88 Skate Park

· Cllr Pearson – item FC10/1073-5 – Heath Farm Allotments

· Cllr Sharp – item FC10/1087-88 Skate Park

· Cllr Waller – item FC10/1120 Parking 


	

	FC 10/1064 
	Minutes  
The minutes of the meeting held on 16th March 2011 were agreed and signed as a true record. 

	

	FC 10/1065 
	Chairman's Announcements - to receive announcements

Cllr Barker reported that the forthcoming election would be uncontested.  Cllr Pearson would not be standing for re-election and was thanked for his work on the council.
	

	
	Minutes of committee meetings – to allow members to ask any questions and to receive the minutes for the following meetings.
	

	FC 10/1066 
	Community Centre 02.03.11
	

	FC 10/1067 
	Planning 09.03.11
	

	FC 10/1068 
	Amenities 23.02.11

The minutes were circulated and there were no questions

	

	FC 10/1069 
	Clerk’s Report  


	

	
	FC10/600 Youth Engagement Questionnaire

No further progress has been made


	

	
	FC10/924 Heritage Centre

A response is still awaited from LPT.  The Clerk was asked to send a copy of the letter to Lindsay Pearson of TMBC.

	Clerk

	
	FC10/925 Curtilage charges from LPT

No further progress made and a response is still awaited from LPT with details of the further information requested.

	

	
	FC10/960 Advert for Youth Groups to apply for £5,000 youth fund

Two applications have been received to date.  The deadline for responses is 3 May 2011. The F&HR Committee will make recommendations to Full Council.  

	F&HR

	
	FC10/997 Letter to DCI Kirby to confirm financial support for 2011/12

The Clerk confirmed that the agreed letter was sent to DCI Kirby.  She was asked to chase the Police for a copy of the contract for 2011/12.

	Clerk

	
	FC10/1001 Discussion of future management of KH Sports Facilities at Heath Farm

A letter was sent to Andrew Blevins of Liberty to confirm that the Parish Council would be interested in progressing negotiations about the future management of the facility and a response is still awaited. 

	

	
	FC10/1010 Discovery Drive Bus Shelter

The amended letter was sent out.  A response has been received from Mr Joselin and is included in item FC10/1083 

	

	
	FC10/1019 New Community Centre Lease

LPT confirmed that they would not approve the signing of the main lease before the sub-lease with the pre-school had been agreed.


	

	
	FC10/1020 Draft Sub-lease to Kings Hill Pre-school

Gullands Solicitors were instructed to proceed with the use of a side letter to indicate what costs would be recharged.


	

	FC 10/1070 
	Public Session

Nothing to report

	

	
	Policing Matters
	

	FC 10/1071 
	To receive crime and incident reports – noted 
PCSO Stanley reported that the Public Engagement Meeting at Asda was very successful and another had been arranged for Friday 6th May 2011.  

	

	FC 10/1072 
	To consider policing of Music on the Hill and agree actions

PCSO Stanley confirmed that PC Stevens and PCSO Roots would be present at the event but there would not be a large police presence as a private security firm would be present.  PCSO Stanley agreed to ascertain the exact nature of the policing for the event. 

	

	
	PCSO Stanley left the meeting at 19:48

	

	
	Heath Farm Leisure Facilities Update
	

	FC 10/1073 
	To report response to planning application from KHPC planning committee and East Malling and Larkfield Parish Council

An update was given from the Planning Committee.  The main concerns were the parking provision, planting scheme and coach parking.  Representatives of KHPC and TMBC met to discuss these further and all the queries raised were answered satisfactorily. The gradient of pitch 6 was also considered and discussed.  The boundary change was also discussed but no progress will be made until the facility is operational.
County Cllr Long and Borough Cllr Brown entered the meeting at 19:58

Concern about the effect of a line of trees near the allotment site was raised.  It was confirmed that the likely date for the opening of the allotments would still be 2013.

	

	FC 10/1074 
	Update on using a Planning Consultant to ensure Liberty’s S106 planning obligations are met

Nothing further to report

	

	FC 10/1075 
	To report on future management of the facility and agree actions

See item FC10/1070 – nothing further to report
 
	

	
	Report from County Councillors
	

	FC 10/1076 
	To discuss Primary School Provision on Kings Hill and agree actions

It was confirmed that additional capacity would be created at Discovery School with the use of temporary buildings.

Cllr Long reported that there was a possibility of a Free School being created on Kings Hill.  They could use the University of Greenwich site.  

	

	FC 10/1077 
	To discuss Discovery Drive Pedestrian Crossing and agree actions

Cllr Long reported that there was now a fully worked-up scheme for the crossing but this would cost between £60,000 and £90,000 which had approval in principle.  However, later in 2011, KHS’s procurement arrangements are changing and this could be an opportunity to get better value for money on the project.  It was RESOLVED that KHPC would ask KHS to use alternative contractors to quote for the project.


	Clerk

	FC 10/1078 
	To discuss relaxation of parking allocations on Kings Hill and agree actions

Cllr Long referred the council to KCC’s Interim Guidance Note 3 on the provision of parking spaces in the county.  KCC considers 1.5 spaces per dwelling to be insufficient and recommends wider roads and more parking spaces per dwelling.  Discussions are underway between LPT and TMBC to agree the future provision of spaces.  Cllr Long encouraged KHPC to use the guidance when considering future planning applications if appropriate.

	

	FC 10/1079 
	Bus services to Kings Hill

Cllr Long confirmed that there is currently a review of bus services.  KHPC agreed to contact KHS to ask about the proposal and if their comments could be considered in the review.

Cllr Long had also been lobbied on the number of buses on the no 72 route going down Discovery Drive near the Discovery School.  The speed humps were causing the buses to create unacceptable levels of noise.  It was RESOLVED that the Clerk write to KHS to ask for the speed humps to be removed to reduce the noise.

	Clerk
Clerk

	
	Cllr Long left the meeting at 20:29


	

	
	Report from Borough Councillors 
	

	FC 10/1080 
	Cllr Brown was pleased that planning policy guidance on parking was changing and Local Authorities would be allowed to dictate the rules at a local level. 

It appeared that the Heath Farm planning application was going well.  The decision may need to go to TMBC Full Council but legal advice is currently being sought.


	

	FC 10/1081 
	To report suggestion to reduce street lighting times and agree actions 

Paul Carter of KCC suggested that Kent try to cut costs, emissions and light pollution by turning off every other streetlight after midnight.  KHPC were asked to check resident’s views on this through the View from the Hill. 


	Clerk

	
	Discovery Drive Bus shelter 
	

	FC 10/1082 
	To report letter from resident and agree response

The letter had been circulated prior to the meeting and was noted.  A draft response was circulated and agreed.  
Cllr Sharp agreed to research a curved roof for the shelter.  

	Clerk

LS

	FC 10/1083 
	To discuss and agree provision of CCTV on shelter 

After discussion, it was RESOLVED that initially CCTV would not be installed on the shelter as it was not good value for money.  However, the site would be monitored and if problems arose, this decision would be reviewed.  The Clerk was asked to ascertain if other agencies would install CCTV on the roundabout near the shelter.

It was reported that the shelter would be checked daily and cleaned on a weekly basis once installed.


	Clerk



	FC 10/1084 
	To receive report from Amenities Committee on progress

It was RESOLVED that the installation with the shelter would continue.  The decision as to the final design of the shelter was delegated to the Amenities Committee and would be added to the next agenda. 

The Clerk was asked to inform KHS and complete the appropriate paperwork as necessary to progress the installation.

	Amenities
Clerk

	
	Elections 2011
	

	FC 10/1085 
	To report parish and borough council elections on 5th May – noted 

	

	
	Annual Parish Meeting 2011 
	

	FC 10/1086 
	To review 2011 meeting and agree actions

The meeting was discussed and it was suggested that the informal question session be extended and the formal meeting be reduced in future.  The final decision about the next meeting would be made nearer the time.

The staff were thanked for their hard work in preparing for the meeting. 


	

	
	Skate Park
	

	FC 10/1087 
	To report response from Liberty to request for consideration of alternative site in Market Square

LPT confirmed that the only piece of land available for the Skate Park is between the Community Centre and the Nursery on the Hill.


	

	FC 10/1088 
	To review business and action plan and agree actions 

It was reported that a questionnaire is being sent to all residents on Kings Hill and will also be available on the website to ascertain support for the project.  The Amenities committee would be applying for the Section 106 Youth Fund.

	

	
	Schools & Other Bodies/Organisations in the Community
	

	FC 10/1089 
	To present Youth Club Report March 2011 – noted 


	

	FC 10/1090 
	To report that Kings Hill Youth Club have declined the offer to work with the Skate Park Group 

As the Youth Club do not have relevant skills in the running of a facility of this nature they will be concentrating on running the youth club. 

	

	
	New Community Centre Lease
	

	FC 10/1091 
	Update on progress on Community Centre & Youth Centre Lease and agree actions

It was reported that the lease had gone to KCC for approval.  It was now apparent that a small area of land is not covered within the Head Lease between KCC and LPT and therefore cannot be included in the lease between KHPC and LPT without amending the Head Lease first.

It was RESOLVED that Cllr Hall talks to Cllr Long and Matt Hyland of KCC to see how this matter could be progressed.  He would also investigate the possibility of KCC giving the community centre to the Parish Council rather than leasing it to them.  Cllr Hall would report back at the next meeting.   

	GH

GH

	FC 10/1092 
	To report progress on sub-lease with Pre-school

Nothing further to report

	

	FC 10/1093 
	To present draft occupational licence for comment and approval

A draft had been previously circulated.  After discussion it was RESOLVED that the Clerk submits the amended licence to the Youth Club for their consideration.  

	Clerk

	
	Requests from Committees
	

	
	Finance and Audit Committee
	

	
	Cllrs Barker and Sharp left the meeting at 21:03 as they had a prejudicial interest in the next item for discussion


	

	FC 10/1094 
	To recommend criteria for Youth Fund grant and agree criteria
After discussion the criteria were amended and agreed.

	

	
	Cllrs Barker and Sharp returned to the meeting at 21:08


	

	FC 10/1095 
	To recommend not to pay donation requested
The recommendation was based on the desire to support to local groups rather than larger charities.  However, after discussion it was RESOLVED that, with no other powers available, under Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972 that £100 be donated to the Heart of Kent Hospice.  The 2011/12 section 137 allowance is £6.44 per elector, equalling a maximum annual allowance of £29,656.20.  After making this payment, the balance of the Section 137 allowance for 2011/12 will be £29,556.20.

	

	FC 10/1096 
	To recommend control system for on-line banking and agree actions
As legislation had changed to allow Parish Councils to use other methods of payment it was RESOLVED that the following control measures would be implemented to allow payments through the on-line banking system:

1. Two councillors would sign an approval form at a council or committee meeting;

2. Two councillors would do the transfer on-line

3. The system would be reviewed in 6 months time

	

	FC 10/1097 
	To recommend approval of amended Financial Regulations - Approved 

	

	FC 10/1098 
	To recommend approval of amended Terms of Reference for combined Finance and HR Committee with effect from 5th May 2011 - Approved

	

	
	HR Committee
	

	FC 10/1099 
	To consider the Draft Health and Safety Policy for approval - Approved 


	

	FC 10/1100 
	To consider the Draft Equal Opportunities Policy for approval- Approved

	

	
	Administrative & Financial Matters
	

	FC 10/1101 
	Accounts for Payment – April 2011 – approved

	

	FC 10/1102 
	Bank Reconciliations and verification of bank accounts – March 2011 – noted and approved by Cllrs Murray and Waller
It was also RESOLVED that, as the Community Centre Bank account was dormant, it be closed with immediate effect and the funds transferred to the Parish Council current account.  

	Clerk

	FC 10/1103 
	Financial Statements – March 2011 – noted 

	

	FC 10/1104 
	To review Reserve account items and approve their transfer to 2011-12 reserve account – it was agreed that the reserves be reviewed by committee prior to Full Council’s approval.


	All Committees

	FC 10/1105 
	To report receipt of TMBC Outturn statement and declaration – noted 

	

	FC 10/1106 
	To report workload of parish office and agree actions

It was reported that the Parish Office is struggling with the level of workload due to the continued expansion of the council.  It was agreed that the F&HR Committee review the whole staff and office structure at their next meeting and report to Full council.  

It was RESOLVED that the unspent overtime of £5,000 from 2010/11 be used in 2011/12 to help address the problem.


	F&HR

	
	Cllr Brown left the meeting at 21:45


	

	FC 10/1107 
	To discuss submission of a Freedom of Information Act request to ascertain Section 106 monies available for use in Kings Hill and agree actions

It was reported that there may be funds available for Parishes to use, such as Section 106 monies.  The Clerk was asked to write to both TMBC and KCC to ascertain if there was anything available and if so, when could it be applied for.

	Clerk

	FC 10/1108 
	To consider Risk Management – nothing to report

	

	
	Cllr Hall left the meeting at 21:45


	

	
	To report meetings held with Representatives of KHPC since the last Full Council meeting 
	

	FC 10/1109 
	25/03/2011 – Offham Parish Council Annual Meeting – Cllr Barker attended and reported 
	

	FC 10/1110 
	30/03/2011 – Working with your Council – training for Clerk and Assistant Clerk 
	

	FC 10/1111 
	31/03/2011 – Annual Parish Meeting 
	

	FC 10/1112 
	04/04/2011 – Action for Market Towns – Marketing your community – Cllr Barker and Waller attended 
	

	FC 10/1113 
	06/04/2011 – East Malling and Larkfield Parish Council meeting – Cllr Barker attended 
	

	FC 10/1114 
	14/04/2011 – Manor Park Liaison Group – Cllr Barker attended
	

	FC 10/1115 
	18/04/2011 - Crime prevention panel – Cllr Waller attended 


	

	
	To report future meetings with representatives of KHPC 
	

	FC 10/1116 
	12/05/2011 – Royal British Legion Industries – Cllr Murray and Assistant Clerk to attend
	

	FC 10/1117 
	TBA – Liberty Quarterly meeting – to request items for inclusion on the next agenda 
	

	FC 10/1118 
	TBA – Police Quarterly meeting – to request items for inclusion on the next agenda

	

	
	Correspondence – see appendix 3
	

	FC 10/1119 
	Letter from Resident re: Discovery Drive Bus Shelter and acknowledgement – noted 
	

	FC 10/1120 
	Email from Resident re: parking in Queen Street – this would be raised with LPT at their next meeting – noted
	LPT

	FC 10/1121 
	Email from resident re: Photography of Control tower – noted
	

	FC 10/1122 
	KALC – Membership information – noted
	

	FC 10/1123 
	Kings Hill Football Club – invitation to the Parish Council to attend their Fun Day on 15th May 2011 – noted – this would be added to the next agenda for the new chair of the parish council to attend
	FC

	FC 10/1124 
	Kent Police – Anti-social behaviour strategy and consultation – noted

	

	
	Matters for information - all other correspondence received, together with responses, other information pertaining to the work of the council 
	

	FC 10/1125 
	KCC – Try Angle Award Presentation Evening – 8th July – noted
	

	FC 10/1126 
	TMBC – Activate programme – noted
	

	FC 10/1127 
	Action with Communities in Rural Kent – Village Hall of the Year Guidelines – noted
	

	FC 10/1128 
	Oast to Coast – Spring 2011 – noted
	

	FC 10/1129 
	TMBC Community Safety Action Plan 2011-12– noted
	

	FC 10/1130 
	Direct Information Service – 11/03/2011 – Issue 754 – noted
	

	FC 10/1131 
	Direct Information Service – 25/03/2011 – Issue 755 – noted
	

	FC 10/1132 
	KALC – Rodney Williamson – notice of his retirement – noted
	

	FC 10/1133 
	Newsletter of the Health Overview and Scrutiny Committee – March 2011 – Edition 1 – noted
	

	FC 10/1134 
	KALC – T&M Area committee – agenda 17/03/2011 and minutes 16/12/2010 – noted
	

	FC 10/1135 
	Kent Highways Services – Consultation on A-board licences – noted
	

	FC 10/1136 
	Rural News – Issue 101 – April 2012 – noted

	

	
	Future Meetings 
	

	FC 10/1137 
	To report next meeting date – 11th May 2011

Councillors were asked to inform the Clerk if they could not attend the meeting and inform her of the committees they would like to sit on.  

	ALL

	FC 10/1138 
	To report changes to May meeting schedule – noted
 
	

	FC 10/1139 
	To report meeting schedule for 2011 – noted

	

	FC 10/1140 
	Questions from Councillors and future agenda items

Cllr Waller asked about PACT meetings.  This would be added to the next police quarterly agenda.  Cllr Waller also asked about potential development of Kings Hill outside of the current boundary.  There was no additional information on this point. 


	Police



	FC 10/1141 
	Cllr Pearson asked if KHPC would contact West Malling Parish council to ascertain why the bench for bus passengers had been removed in the High Street.  This would be added to the next Amenities Committee agenda.  


	Amenities


	FC 10/1142 
	Cllr Morris asked about the enforcement of the no parking signs in Queen Street.  It was reported that LPT used to enforce this.  This would be added to the next LPT quarterly meeting agenda.  Cllr Morris also asked that speeding on Kings Hill be discussed further.  This would be added to the next Amenities Committee agenda.
	LPT

Amenities


Meeting closed at 22.09 pm 
Signed____________________________________________________

Date______________________________________________________
�





�





KINGS HILL PARISH COUNCIL
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FC 20/04/11
Page 457
Signed..............................
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