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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 

KINGS HILL AMENITIES COMMITTEE
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 23rd March 2011 AT 7.30 PM 

AT KINGS HILL COMMUNITY CENTRE  
Present:
Cllr S. Barker 
(Chair)


Cllr B. Pearson


Cllr G. Morris


Mr M. O’Moore (co-opted)


Mrs J. McKenner (co-opted) 
Absent:
Cllr A. Petty


Cllr M. Palmer
Also in attendance:  Mrs H. Martin
(Assistant Clerk)




  PCSO A Roots



	AM10/396 
	Apologies for Absence

There were none
	

	
	
	

	AM10/397 
	Declarations of Interest

The following declarations of interest were received:

· Cllr Pearson - item AM10/405 and AM10/425 - Allotments and item AM10/418 – Discovery Drive Bus Shelter.
· Mr O’Moore - items AM10/405 and AM10/425 – Allotments 
· Cllr Barker - items AM10/402 Heath Farm Leisure Facilities, AM10/405 – Kings Hill Residential Allotments, AM10/406 - Skate Park, AM10/429 - Resident’s complaints. 
· Cllr Morris  - item AM10/418 – Bus Shelter Discovery Drive
	

	
	
	

	AM10/398 
	Declarations of Lobbying

The following declarations of lobbying were received:

· Cllr Morris – item AM10/406 – Skate Park and item AM10/417- Winter Plans (Salt Bins).
· Cllr Barker – items AM10/402 Heath Farm Leisure Facilities, AM10/405 – Kings Hill Residential Allotments, AM10/406 - Skate Park,  AM10/424 - Pedestrian Cross on Discovery Drive.
· Cllr Pearson – items AM10/405 and AM10/425 - Allotments

	

	AM10/399 
	Minutes 

The minutes of the 23rd February 2011 meeting were agreed and signed as a correct record.


	

	AM10/400 
	Chairman’s announcements

There were none

	

	AM10/401 
	Officer’s Report

	

	
	AM 09/21.4 Overhanging shrubs from Alfriston Grove and corner of Bovarde Avenue 
Ongoing - matter to be raised with David Wilson House Builder and Liberty - ongoing


	Parish Office

	
	AM10/0054 – Bovarde Avenue – Bus stop/shelter 

PC Stevens had found no problems with the school’s bus parking during 07:15 to 08:00 – ref email 28/02/11


	

	
	Trains
	

	
	AM10/314 Draft Kent Rail Action Plan received - response was due 28/02/11
Comments were submitted to the new KCC Cabinet Member for Environment, Highways and Waste (Mr Bryan Sweetland), Liberty and Sir John Stanley were copied on the communication.


	

	
	AM10/315 Letters received from Sir John Stanley (23/12/10 and 24/01/11)

A letter was sent to Sir John Stanley to acknowledge the above letters received.

	

	
	AM10/316 Letter received from resident (ref Sir John Stanley’s letter 23/12/10)
Comments were forwarded to Sir John Stanley and Cllr Richard Long was copied on the communication.


	

	
	Heath Farm Leisure Facilities
	

	
	AM10/325 To update on parties expressing interest in Leisure Facilities.
The Netball Club was contacted to inform them that the Heath Farm planning application had been submitted. No response to date has been received. The Bowls Group of the KINARA Club was also contacted to establish whether they would be interested in an outdoor facility at Heath Farm. No response to date has been received.
The Parish Office was asked to inform the Netball Club and the Bowls Group that the Heath Farm planning application will be discussed at the Planning Meeting on 13/04/11 and that the Parish Council would welcome their comments.

 
	Parish Office

	
	Kings Hill Residents Allotments
	

	
	AM10/327 Allotment plan at Birling Grange 
Ongoing – nothing to report. Cllr Barker to report at next meeting

	SB

	
	AM10/328 KCC asset register regarding available land 
Ongoing – to report at next meeting.

 
	Parish Office

	
	AM10/330 Possible land off the A228 and to contact Hadlow College to explore this option and to discuss plots of land and the design and development of allotments 
Cllr Barker contacted Hadlow College – response was awaited.

 
	SB

	
	Bus Shelter – Discovery Drive
	

	
	AM10/334 Grant funding available up to £2,000 per shelter – Parish Office to submit application and to report at next meeting.

 
	Parish Office

	
	AM10/336 Real-time display to be installed
KHS was contacted regarding arrangements to have a bus-time table installed instead of real-time display. Ongoing – to report at next meeting
 
	Parish Office

	
	Bus Routes and Terminal
	

	
	AM10/338 Tower View - to review current bus waiting area and to receive update on proposed new waiting area. 

The Parish Council’s support of resident’s concerns with the buses damaging grass verges and kerb stones was communicated to Liberty. Clarification was awaited from Liberty regarding the planning application for the new waiting area on Tower View. KHS was contacted regarding the adoption of the rest of Tower View (from junction with Baxter Way westwards) – awaiting response


	Clerk
Parish Office

	
	AM10/344 Kings Hill School – Road Markings
Kings Hill School confirmed that the road markings in Alexander Grove and Milton Lane were ongoing – ref email 17/03/11
It was reported that the Road Traffic Order was now legally in effect, but that the cost for the road markings would have to be implemented via the Member Highway Fund. This could take a further few months due to KHS’s new restructuring process – Ref email 23/03/11 Kings Hill School.

After discussion, it was RESOLVED to write to Cllr Long regarding this matter.
Kings Hill School also confirmed that the need for a safe crossing point along Alexander Grove (from Milton Lane) was needed to enable safe crossing to the main school gate. A safe crossing point would need dropped kerbs and a clear area where pedestrians could cross Alexander Grove with children, bikes and pushchairs. This would be an informal crossing point and in addition to the proposed pedestrian crossing at Discovery Drive – ref email 18/03/11.

	Parish Office

	
	Anson Avenue Playground
	

	
	AM10/345 Paint Work of all play equipment
Ongoing and pending weather conditions


	

	
	AM10/347 Replacement of sign at play area 
Ongoing - arrival of the new sign was awaited soon


	

	
	AM10/348 Removal of current sign and post 
Ongoing and pending weather conditions


	

	
	AM10/350 KHS - List of adopted roads 

An updated list was awaited from KHS. Parish Office to draft a list that includes all the roads in Kings Hill Parish – to report at next meeting.

 
	Parish Office

	
	Winter Plans
	

	
	AM10/353 Location for salt bag - Kings Hill School was contacted to confirm the Council’s decision to use the school as location for a salt bag. KHS was also contacted to inform them of the new location for a salt bag in the future.  It was suggested that the Parish Office approach Discovery School in the future as a second location for a salt bag.

	

	
	AM10/354 Using local farmers to grit and plough in Winter 2011/2012 
KHS confirmed that the width of snow ploughs was 8 foot (2.34m) and that snow ploughs were not equipped with a gritting spreader. It was agreed to consider these matters again once KHS Winter Plan for 2011/12 was received.

	

	
	AM10/355 Farmers Snow Plough Route Nov 2010 – adopted roads not included in the KHS Map (Beat No 14) 
KHS was contacted to include adopted roads not showing on the Farmers Snow Plough Route Nov 2010 (Beat No14). It was agreed to consider this matter again once KHS Winter Plan for 2011/12 was received.

 
	

	
	AM10/356 Worcester Avenue Trees 
Ongoing - to contact Liz Guthrie (TMBC) and resident for possible dates to meet with KHS and Alliance Partner Jacobs.
Mrs J. McKenner entered the meeting at 8pm

 
	Parish Office

	
	AM10/394 Missing trees to be replaced on the corner of Bovarde Avenue and Discovery Drive 
Liberty had confirmed that the trees were replaced – ref email 18/03/11


	

	
	Heath Farm Leisure Facilities
	

	AM10/402 
	The Planning Application was received by the Parish Office on 11/03/11 and was discussed at the Full Council Meeting on 16/03/11 – item FC10/999.
East Malling and Larkfield Parish Council would be considering this application at their meeting on 06/04/11. Cllr Barker will be attending this meeting to hear their comments.

	

	AM10/403 
	Allotments

Members had concerns that the allotments were too close to the football pitches with regards to the language sometimes used by spectators attending football matches. Concerns were also raised about the proximity of trees which could cause problems with the allotment site.
Members requested clarification on:

· The car parking allocation in different colours (Blue and Black)

· The inclusion of the allotments as there was no reference to the allotment area in this planning application.
· Amount of parking spaces allocated for disabled use close to the allotments site.

· Access to pavilion facilities for allotment users
· Added screening between the allotment site and pitch 3.

Planning Committee to consider at next meeting:
· The provision of an adventure playground and facilities for youth (14-18 yrs)
· The provision of a multi-use court, with different coloured lines, to accommodate a variety of team sports. 
· Insufficient provision of car parking spaces for the Football Pitches Provision as any overspill will be on the designated car parking for allotments and bowls and on the roads in the immediate area.

 
	Parish Office

Parish Office

	
	Kings Hill Residents Allotments
	

	AM10/404 
	NSALG Meeting held on 14/03/11 – Notes of the meeting to be circulated once approved.

 
	Parish Office

	AM10/405 
	Kings Hill Residential Allotment strategy 
Current legislating was discussed and it was RESOLVED that the Parish Council should write to all residents on the current waiting list to submit their requests for allotments via the Parish Council. This will support the Parish Council’s future obligation to apply for land from TMBC and KCC.
The Parish Office was asked to request a copy of a standard letter for the above from NSALG

The letter also needs to explain that an Allotment Society will need to be formed and that a meeting will be arranged in due course for all residents on the waiting list to attend if they wish to.

The opportunity will also be used to submit a newsletter to all the residents on the waiting list. Cllr Pearson will let the office have details to be included in the newsletter.
It was agreed that the letter and newsletter would be sent out by end April 2011.

	Parish Office

Parish Office

Parish Office

BP

Parish Office

	
	Skate Park
	

	AM10/406 
	Meeting held with Kings Hill Youth Club on 16/03/11 
Minutes were circulated to members and noted.  The Youth Club indicated they were not interested in being involved in this project. A response was also received from Lindsay Sharp (Chair of the Youth Club) following the meeting which was noted. 

The Clerk has contacted Funding Buddies on 21/03/11 for a Buddy to assist the Parish Council on the project and chased for details of the project on the South Coast again.

	Clerk

	AM10/407 
	Working Group Meeting held on 23/03/11 - To receive report from Skate Park Working Group – nothing to report

	

	AM10/408 
	Market Square was suggested as an alternative site.  

A letter was sent to Liberty to request LPT’s consideration of an alternative site in the Market Square. TMBC and Cllr Richard Long were copied on the communication.  Responses were received and both Liberty and TMBC were concerned about the proximity of the suggested site to the proposed residential parcel E. 

	

	AM10/409 
	A draft questionnaire from the Skate Park Working Group to be considered at the meeting for approval 

A draft questionnaire was received and circulated at the meeting. A few minor amendments were suggested. A copy of the questionnaire would be e-mailed to members and the Parish Office to receive final comments by Monday 28/03/11.
It was suggested that the Parish Office contact neighbouring Parishes for their possible involvement in the project.
 
	Parish Office

Parish Office



	AM10/410 
	The Production and distribution cost for questionnaire was discussed
The Parish Office was asked to obtain quotes on production and distribution cost for an A5 layout. It was RESOLVED that the total cost should not exceed £500. It was suggested that it was delivered with another publication.

 
	Parish Office



	AM10/411 
	Date of distribution and collection of completed questionnaire 
It was RESOLVED to deliver the questionnaire by early May 2011 and for the closing date to be 31/05/11. 

It was suggested that the analysis of the questionnaire would be reported at the June meeting.


	Parish Office

JM

	AM10/412 
	S106 Youth & Community Fund Application
The Skate Park Working Group has indicated that they would be applying for this fund. The application was received and presented to members. 

There were concerns that the entity of the Skate Park Working Group was not properly specified. After much discussion it was RESOLVED that the Amenities Committee should apply for the grant instead and should they be successful, to allocate the money to the project when appropriate.  


	SB/JM

	AM10/413 
	To consider SPWG Terms of Reference for approval 
Deferred – it was RESOLVED that a meeting needs to be arranged with Mr Pilbeam and Jamie (Chair of the Skate Park Working Group) to clarify the entity of the current Skate Park Working Group.
Mrs J. McKenner left the meeting at 9:30pm


	SB/

Parish Office

	
	Notice Boards for village
	

	AM10/414 
	To discuss and agree design, location and cost 
It was RESOLVED to have notice boards up in Phase 1 and Phase 2. The Parish Office was asked to obtain quotes. Due to the location of the notice boards, two different types were suggested - wood notice boards for Phase 1 and metal notice boards for Phase 2.

Parish Office was asked to investigate permission from Liberty to put up these notice boards for Phase 2 only.

	Parish Office

Parish Office

	
	Open Spaces 
	

	AM10/415 
	Draft Policies and Procedures for maintaining 3 open spaces – to receive comments and agree actions
These were circulated and after discussion it was RESOLVED that members should email the Parish Office with their approval by Friday 01/04/11.

	Parish Office

	AM10/416 
	To discuss and agree delegated authority for the Clerk to authorise minor expenditure 
It was reported that the open spaces require minor repairs from time to time, which gets delayed due to awaiting approval at Full Council Meetings. After discussion, it was RESOLVED that the Clerk be given delegated authority to approve minor expenditure up £250 within the agreed annual budget.

	

	
	Winter Plans
	

	AM10/417 
	To discuss and agree Kings Hill Winter Plan Strategy for Winter 2011/12 – Discussions were deferred to the May Meeting


	Parish Office

	
	Bus Shelter – Discovery Drive
	

	AM10/418 
	To discuss and agree options for cleaning bus shelter
After discussion it was RESOLVED that the bus shelter should be inspected daily and cleaned at least once a week. The Parish Office was asked to approach Mr Ian Sharp (Caretaker) whether he would be interested in cleaning the bus shelter at his hourly rate.


	Parish Office

	AM10/419 
	To consider suggestion of curved roof for the bus shelter and agree actions 

The Parish Office was asked to obtain quotes. 

	Parish Office

	AM10/420 
	To receive information on CCTV for the bus shelter and agree actions
Liberty had confirmed that there were no existing CCTV cameras nearby. The Clerk has contacted Queensbury Shelters for an indication of cost involved in including CCTV within the shelter. This is awaited. 

It was reported that no bus shelter on Kings Hill has CCTV. After discussion it was RESOLVED that the situation should be monitored and should there be an issue with vandalism in the future to reconsideration the situation.

	

	
	Bus Routes and Terminal
	

	AM10/421 
	Route 72 increased service in Discovery Drive – to receive update and agree actions
Liberty had confirmed that the frequency of the No 72 service had not increased, the route had been extended to serve the residents who live on Beacon Avenue and the surrounding roads – ref email 18/03/11.

This route for buses was contained within the Planning Application which was submitted in 2002 and granted permission in June 2004.

Liberty had also confirmed that the intention is that the bus will travel down Regent Way to Beacon Avenue and along to the junction with Discovery Drive and then up Discovery Drive to Forest Way. This however has not been confirmed or agreed with the bus companies and there is no agreed date for when this service will commence – ref email 22/03/11

It was suggested that the 72 Bus issue be added on the Agenda for the next quarterly meeting with Liberty.
The complaint received from a resident about the speeding of Bus 72 was noted

	Clerk



	
	Anson Avenue Playground
	

	AM10/422 
	Paint work of benches and fencing – to agree quotes
One quote was received and a further two were awaited – to report at next meeting.


	Parish Office

	
	Speed Watch
	

	AM10/423 
	To update and discuss future actions
After discussion it was RESOLVED that the possible partnership with Borough Green and Plaxtol with regards to sharing the speed monitoring equipment be investigated.
PCSO Roots also confirmed that speeding was enforceable by the Police on both adopted and unadopted roads.

 
	SB

	
	Pedestrian Crossing on Discovery Drive
	

	AM10/424 
	KHS had confirmed that work on the design and costing is continuing and they are still awaiting the final design. The Parish Office was asked to seek clarification from KHS on the time period for the above.

 
	Parish Office


	
	Ryarsh Lane Allotments
	

	AM10/425 
	To receive monthly inspection report and agree actions
The monthly inspection report for March was received and circulated to members – noted


	

	AM10/426 
	Notes were received from Mr O’Moore regarding the WMPC meeting on 01/03/11 which was circulated to members – noted


	

	
	Kent Highways Services (KHS)
	

	AM10/427 
	Kings Hills Parish portal/log 
An update report was presented and noted

	

	AM10/428 
	The Full Council decision to transfer Transportation Issues from the Amenities Committee to the Planning Committee with effect from May 2011 was in order to reduce the workload in the Amenities Committee was reported and noted

	

	
	Complaints Log
	

	AM10/429 
	The residents’ complaints log was presented and complaints since the last meeting were discussed and noted

	

	
	Training
	

	AM10/430 
	After discussion it was RESOLVED for two councillors of the committee to attend a specific course per year.


	

	
	To report meetings held with Representatives of Amenities Committee since the last Amenities committee meeting – see appendix 1
	

	AM10/431 
	17/03/11 – CPD Allotments Course in Swindon – none attended
	

	AM10/432 
	14/03/11 – NSALG Representative meeting – Cllrs Barker and Pearson and the Assistant Clerk attended.
	

	AM10/433 
	07/03/11 – TMBC Joint Transportation Board Meeting – Cllr Barker attended
	

	AM10/434 
	28/02/11 - JPCTCG Meeting – Cllr Barker attended
	

	
	
	

	
	To report future meetings 


	

	AM10/435 
	04/06/11 - NSALG Annual General Meeting at Nr Coventry - attendees TBC
	

	AM10/436 
	19/04/11 – 3rd Kent Rail Summit – Maidstone – to agree attendees. Mr O’Moore possible to attend. The Parish Office was asked to notify all councillors. 
	Parish Office

	AM10/437 
	14/04/11 - Manor Park Liaison Meeting – Cllr Barker to attend
	

	AM10/438 
	06/04/11 - Blaise Farm Liaison Meeting – Cllr Barker to attend
	

	AM10/439 
	24/03/11 – Offham Annual Parish Meeting – Cllr Barker to attend

	

	
	Correspondence


	

	AM10/440 
	Liberty – Kings Hill Travel Plan Forum Update – ref email 23/02/11 – circulated and noted – The Parish Office was asked to thank Liberty for sending this information to the Parish Council 
	Parish Office

	AM10/441 
	Allotment and Leisure Gardener – Issue 1 – 2011 - noted
	

	AM10/442 
	South East Passenger Charter Annual Audit 2010 – ref email 23/02/11 – circulated - noted
	

	AM10/443 
	Letter received from Ryarsh Lane Allotment Society dated 03/03/11 – noted
	

	AM10/444 
	Invitation to Southeastern Stakeholder Forum on 07/04/11 – London - noted
	

	AM10/445 
	Southeastern May 2011 timetable changes – ref email 21/03/11 –circulated – noted
	

	AM10/446 
	Stakeholder update: Franchise continuation announcement - Delay Repay - High Speed to Maidstone West – ref email 18/03/11 – circulated and noted. Mr O’Moore agreed to let the Parish Office have notes on the above document.

	M’O

	
	Matters for information- all other correspondence received, together with responses, other information pertaining to the work of the Amenities Committee 

	

	AM10/447 
	Anson Avenue Play area – Complete Landscapes inspection report received for March 2011 – noted
	

	AM10/448 
	Ryarsh Lane Allotments – Inspection Report for March 2011
	

	AM10/449 
	Updated NSALG “share certificate” received – noted

	

	AM10/450 
	Date for Next Meeting 
After discussion it was agreed that members would confirm their attendance two weeks prior to the 27th April meeting to ensure the meeting would be quorate.


	Parish Office

	AM10/451 
	Questions from Councillors and future agenda items
Cllr Pearson announced that he would not be standing as a candidate for the elections in May 2011. 

	

	AM10/452 
	Meeting closed: 22:10
	




Signed:______________________ 



Dated:______________________

KINGS HILL PARISH COUNCIL
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AM 23/03/11
      Signed........................
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