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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 

KINGS HILL AMENITIES COMMITTEE
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 23rd February 2011 AT 7.30 PM 

AT KINGS HILL COMMUNITY CENTRE  
Present:
Cllr S. Barker 
(Chair)


Cllr M. Palmer

Cllr G. Morris


Mr M O’Moore (co-opted)


Mrs J. McKenner (co-opted)

Apologies:
Cllr B. Pearson
Absent:
Cllr A. Petty

Also in attendance
Ms H. Martin
(Assistant Clerk)

 


	AM10/307 
	Apologies for Absence

Apologies were received from Cllr Pearson with reason, which was accepted.


	

	AM10/308 
	Declarations of Interest

The following declarations of interest were received:
Cllr Morris declared an interest in items AM10/332-336 - Bus Shelter – Discovery Drive


	

	AM10/309 
	Declarations of Lobbying

The following declarations of lobbying were received:

· Cllr Barker was lobbied on AM10/317-322 – Skate Park, AM10/324-325 - Heath Farm, AM10/326-331 - KH Residential Allotments, AM10/357 - Speedwatch

· Cllr Palmer was lobbied on AM10/3038 – Bus Service No72 Discovery Drive


	

	AM10/310 
	Minutes 
The minutes of the 27th October 2010 meeting were agreed and signed as a correct record.

	

	
	Meeting that was not quorate 
The notes of the 26th January 2011 meeting were agreed, ratified and signed as a correct record.

	

	AM10/311 
	Matters arising From the Minutes not otherwise on the agenda
	

	
	AM 09/21.4 - Overhanging shrubs from Alfriston Grove and corner of Bovarde Avenue – update
Matter to be raised with David Wilson House Builder and Liberty - ongoing


	

	
	AM10/0054 – Bovarde Avenue – Bus stop/shelter – to receive update on PC Stevens Report – ongoing and nothing to report

	

	AM10/312 
	Chairman’s announcements 

The Chair reminded members when unable to attend meetings, that apologies for meetings should be received by 2pm on the day of the meeting. If they need to send their apologies after that time members were asked they should leave a telephone message on the office number.

The Chair also brought the article “Campaign to keep The Heath name alive” published in the DownsMail February 2011 edition to the attention of members.

	

	
	Trains
	

	AM10/313 
	Draft Kent Rail Action Plan received - to discuss and agree response (due 28/02/11)
Mr O’Moore’s report with comments was received and noted. Members agreed to submit the comments to the new KCC Cabinet Member for Environment, Highways and Waste (Mr Bryan Sweetland). Liberty and Sir John Stanley would be copied on the communication.
The Chair thanked Mr O’Moore for drawing the committee’s attention to the various matters in the above document. 
The article “No automatic train franchise renewal” published in the DownsMail February 2011 edition, was also noted

	Parish Office

	AM10/314 
	Letters received from Sir John Stanley (23/12/10 and 24/01/11) – to discuss and agree response.

The Parish Office was asked to acknowledge Sir John Stanley’s letters and to mention that the Council will continue to comment on train matters involving the Parish. 
The Council wish to send a representative to the 3rd Kent Rail Summit on 19/04/11.

	Parish Office

	AM10/315 
	Letter received from resident (ref Sir John Stanley’s letter 23/12/10)
Noted - the Parish Office was asked to forward these comments to Sir John Stanley and to include KCC.

 
	Parish Office

	
	Skate Park
	

	AM10/316 
	Meeting held with TMBC and Liberty on 10/12/10 - noted
TMBC response was received and circulated – ref email 23/02/11 - noted

	

	AM10/317 
	Skate Park Working Group Meeting held on 17/02/11 - noted
Minutes was received and circulated - noted

	

	AM10/318 
	Market Square – as alternative site
Members agreed that the Council should write to Liberty to request LPT’s consideration of alternative site in the Market Square
Members were asked to pass comments on the draft letter, to the Clerk by 28/02/11. It was requested that Cllr Richard Long be copied on the communication.

The Chair thanked Mrs McKenner for drafting the letter.

 
	All/

Clerk

	AM10/319 
	Questionnaire to residents

Members agreed to develop a questionnaire to send to residents. The Parish Office was asked to acquire a copy of the questionnaire which young people drafted for a Skate Park in Folkestone. Funding Buddies could possibly assist with this enquiry.

 
	Parish Office/JM

	AM10/320 
	Youth Club – working in partnership on the project

The committee agreed that Cllr Barker and Mrs McKenner set-up a meeting with the Chair and trustees of the Youth Club to discuss and consider the Youth Club’s involvement and partnership in the project.


	SMB/JM

	AM10/321 
	To consider Terms of Reference for approval 
Members to send comments by 11/03/11.

	ALL

	
	Budgets
	

	AM10/322 
	To review the budget for 2011/2012
Members had a lengthy discussion on various items on the budget.

 
	

	
	Heath Farm Leisure Facilities
	

	AM10/323 
	Planning application – update

Liberty had confirmed that the planning application was submitted to TMBC and it was not validated yet – no further update. Members agreed that the Committee should make recommendations to Planning & Full Council, once the planning application was received.

 
	

	AM10/324 
	To update on parties expressing interest in Leisure Facilities.
The Parish Office was asked to inform the Netball Club that the planning application for Heath Farm Leisure Facilities was submitted, but that it was not available to the public yet. The Parish Council will let the Netball club know once plans were received.

The Parish Office was asked to contact the Bowls Group of the KINARA Club to establish whether they would be interested in an outdoor facility at Heath Farm.

 
	Parish Office

Parish Office

	
	Kings Hill Residents Allotments
	

	AM10/325 
	Lord Falmouth’s Land Agent
Nothing to report. The committee are awaiting the planning application for Heath Farm, after which the Council would formulate an allotment strategy in conjunction with recommendations from representatives from NSALG.

	

	AM10/326 
	Allotment plan at Birling Grange
Ongoing - the Parish Office was investigating the allotment plans at Birling Grange and it is not the intention of the Parish Council to seek allotments at Birling Grange for Kings Hill residents.

	Parish Office/ SMB

	AM10/327 
	KCC asset register regarding available land 
Ongoing to report at next meeting

	Parish Office

	AM10/328 
	Kings Hill Farm 
It was reported that all land was now sold – noted. There could be a possibility of contacting the new owners in the future to enquire about leasing some land for allotments.


	

	AM10/329 
	Possible land off the A228 
It was agreed to contact Hadlow College to explore this option and to discuss plots of land and the design and development of allotments.


	SMB

	AM10/330 
	Meeting with representatives of NSALG on 14/03/11 
It was agreed for Cllr Barker, Mr O’Moore and the Assistant Clerk attend. Cllr Barker would circulate a draft agenda.
	SMB

	
	
	

	
	Bus Shelter – Discovery Drive
	

	AM10/331 
	Bus shelter quotes 
Quotes were received and circulated. Members agreed on the Ely Queensbury design.

 
	Clerk

	AM10/332 
	Inclusion of seating

Members strongly opposed the inclusion of seating in the shelter.

	

	AM10/333 
	Grant funding available up to £2,000 per shelter - noted
The committee requested that the Parish Office apply for a grant for a bus shelter.

	Parish Office


	AM10/334 
	Quotes for cleaning the bus shelter

The Parish Office was asked to seek additional quotes for cleaning the bus shelter. Members asked that the Parish Office investigate costs for a reduced number of cleans.

 
	Parish Office

	AM10/335 
	Real-time display 
It was reported that KHS are not in favour of real-time display. Members recommended a bus-time table being installed instead. The Parish Office was asked to explore who was responsible for putting up bus-time tables and whether any permission was needed.


	Parish Office

	
	Pedestrian Crossing on Discovery Drive
	

	AM10/336 
	Progress of design and costs 
Update is expected mid March.
 
	Parish Office

	
	Bus Routes and Terminal
	

	AM10/337 
	Tower View - to review current bus waiting area and to receive update on proposed new waiting area. 
A complaint received from a resident (ref email 23/02/11) was noted. Members recommended writing to Liberty to support concerns with buses damaging grass verges and kerb stones which contributes to a health and safety issue on Tower View.
The Parish Office was asked to seek clarification from KHS when the rest of Tower View (from junction with Baxter Way westwards) will be adopted.

The Parish Office was asked to contact Liberty to explore when the planning application will be submitted for the new waiting area on Tower View and to keep the Parish Council updated with any progress on this matter.

	Parish Office
Parish Office
Parish Office

	AM10/338 
	Route 72 increased service in Discovery Drive
It was reported that Bus Service No.72 has a frequency of 4 times an hour from Bovarde Avenue to Beacon Avenue. The Parish Office was asked to explore the rational of increasing the frequency of this service for this route with Arriva and Liberty.

 
	Parish Office/ Cllr Palmer

	
	Ryarsh Lane Allotments
	

	AM10/339 
	Lease with West Malling Parish Council 
It was reported that the lease with West Malling Parish Council will expire on 3rd February 2013.

It was decided to revisit this matter again in June and to consider safeguarding Kings Hill residents concerns with the transition process.


	Parish Office

	AM10/340 
	West Malling Parish Council’s fee increase for 2012 - to update. 
West Malling Parish Council had confirmed they intend to increase the rent to £25 and to take affect from November 2012.

Kings Hill Parish Council to provide a year’s notice from September 2011, should the committee agree to increase rental for Kings Hill tenants from November 2012.

	Parish Office

	
	Open Spaces 
	

	AM10/341 
	Long term maintenance 
Members agreed that the Clerk sign the new contract.

	Parish Office

	AM10/342 
	Draft Policies and Procedures for maintaining 3 open spaces 
To receive comments 18/02/11 – to report at next meeting


	Parish Office

	
	Kings Hill School
	

	AM10/343 
	Notification of order received on 04/11/10 for no waiting and “school keep clear” road markings in Alexander Grove and Milton Lane – to report update from Kings Hill School – update.
Kings Hill School had no update. The Parish Office was asked to clarify with Kings Hill School whether a crossing in Alexander Grove was in addition to the pedestrian crossing on Discovery drive – ref email 02/01/11


	Parish Office

	
	Anson Avenue Playground
	

	AM10/344 
	Paint work quotes of all play equipment – to report decision from FC 16/02/11
Full Council had agreed that the work would be offered to Complete Landscapes.

 
	Parish Office

	AM10/345 
	Paint work quotes of benches and fencing 
It was reported that the benches and litter bin needs re-painting. A natural wood colour was suggested. The Parish Office was asked to seek quotes.

 
	Parish Office


	AM10/346 
	Replacement of sign at play area -  to agree supplier & quote 
Members agreed to accept the quote from Signs of the Times 

	Parish Office


	AM10/347 
	Removal of current sign and post – to agree supplier & quote
Members agreed to accept the quote from Complete Landscapes 

	Parish Office


	
	Kent Highways Services (KHS) 
	

	AM10/348 
	Kings Hills Parish portal/log
An up to date report was presented – noted

	

	AM10/349 
	List of adopted roads – to report on consolidated list for KHS & Liberty
List of adopted roads received from KHS and Liberty were compared and the Parish Office reported differences to KHS and Liberty. Updated lists were awaited.

The Parish Office was asked to produce a list of all the roads in Kings Hill Parish.
	Parish Office

Parish Office


	
	Winter Plans
	

	AM10/350 
	To discuss provision of salt bins on Kings Hill for Winter 2011/2012. 
Residents were asked through The View from the Hill to report possible locations for salt bins. List of roads or possible locations to be consolidated in June.

 
	Parish Office


	AM10/351 
	KHS Salt Bag Protocol for Parishes – to report 

Problems with the KHS salt bag scheme were reported and Parish Councils must put the bags in a secure location and be responsible for its distribution.  KHPC did not have a suitable site or resources to distribute the salt - noted.  



	

	AM10/352 
	To report possible locations for salt bag in Kings Hill Parish –
The Parish Office met with Kings Hill School on 02/02/11 to establish a possible location for a 1ton salt bag from KHS. Kings Hill School offered a secure location and was in favour of the idea to support the Council in the KHS salt bag scheme.

Members agreed to use Kings Hill School as location for a salt bag. Parish Office to inform KHS and Kings Hill School.

	Parish Office


	AM10/353 
	To receive update on using local farmers to grit and plough in Winter 2011/2012 and to agree action
Ongoing – awaiting update from KHS regarding width of snow ploughs and gritting spreaders on snow ploughs.

	Parish Office

	AM10/354 
	Farmers Snow Plough Route Nov 2010 – to update on adopted roads not included in the KHS Map (Beat No 14)
Parish Office was asked to contact KHS to include adopted roads not showing on the Farmers Snow Plough Route Nov 2010 (Beat No14).
	Parish Office


	
	Trees
	

	AM10/355 
	Worcester Avenue Trees
Ongoing – awaiting update from KHS 


	Parish Office

	
	Speed Watch
	

	AM10/356 
	To update and discuss future actions 
Ongoing - further discussions will take place at next Amenities Meeting


	Parish Office

	
	Blaise Farm
	

	AM10/357 
	To report New Earth Solutions (NES) Table of Complaints received from Liaison Meeting held on 19/01/11 – circulated – noted 


	

	AM10/358 
	To report minutes received from Liaison Meeting held on 19/01/11 – circulated - noted

	

	
	To report meetings held with Representatives of Amenities Committee since the last Amenities committee meeting 


	

	AM10/359 
	13/11/10 – KALC AGM – Cllrs Barker and Pearson attended
	

	AM10/360 
	29/11/10 – Southeastern Trains – Stakeholder forum in Tonbridge – no one attended
	

	AM10/361 
	29/11/10 – JPCTCG Meeting – Cllr Barker attended
	

	AM10/362 
	10/12/10 and 17/02/11 – Skate Park Working Group Meeting – Cllr Barker attended
	

	AM10/363 
	19/01/11 - Blaise Farm Liason Meeting – Cllr Barker attended
	

	AM10/364 
	27/01/11 - Manor Park Meeting – no one attended


	

	
	To report future meetings 
	

	AM10/365 
	28/02/11 - JPCTCG Meeting – Cllr Barker to attend
	

	AM10/366 
	07/03/11 – TMBC Joint Transportation Board Meeting -  none to attend
	

	AM10/367 
	14/03/11 – NSALG Representative meeting – Members agreed for Cllr Barker, the Assistant Clerk and Mr O’Moore to attend.
	Parish Office

	AM10/368 
	17/03/11 – CPD Allotments Course in Swindon – Members agreed for Cllr Barker to attend 
	HR 

	AM10/369 
	04/06/11 - NSALG Annual General Meeting at Nr Coventry - attendees TBC – to add to the  March agenda

	Parish Office

	
	Correspondence 
	

	AM10/370 
	KHS – Tonbridge & Malling updated Local Winter Service Plan for 2010-11 – ref email 18/11/10 - noted

	

	
	Matters for information- all other correspondence received, together with responses, other information pertaining to the work of the Amenities Committee 
	

	AM10/371 
	13/04/11 - Kent and Medway Funding Fair (Rural Kent)- circulated - noted
	

	AM10/372 
	18th to 20th March 2011  - The Edible Garden Show – Warwickshire - noted
	

	AM10/373 
	Agenda received for JPCTCG Meeting held on 28/02/11 – noted
	

	AM10/374 
	Anson Avenue Play area – Complete Landscapes inspection report received for Feb 2011  - noted
	

	AM10/375 
	Anson Avenue Play area - KCC monthly inspection reports received for Nov 10 & Dec 10 – noted
	

	AM10/376 
	KHS - Road Closures – ref email 14/02/11 – circulated -  noted
	

	AM10/377 
	KHS – Pothole repairs – ref email 14/02/11- noted
	

	AM10/378 
	TMBC – Local Bus Services Changes – email 14/02/11- noted
	

	AM10/379 
	KCC – Local Bus Services Contracts – to note changes for Kings Hill for 2011 – circulated - noted
	

	AM10/380 
	The Queen Elizabeth II Fields Challenge – nominating a recreational site – ref email 07/02/11 - noted
	

	AM10/381 
	Ryarsh Lane Allotments – Inspection Report for January 2011 - noted
	

	AM10/382 
	Message from Cllr Nick Chard – ref email 31/01/11 - noted
	

	AM10/383 
	BTCV – Kent Heritage Trees Project – received January 2011 - noted
	

	AM10/384 
	Issue 1 – 2011 - Allotment & Leisure Gardener - noted
	

	AM10/385 
	Issue 4 – 2010 – Allotment & Leisure Gardener - noted
	

	AM10/386 
	Manor Park Liaison Meeting - minutes received from meetings held on 30/09/10 and 27/01/11. Next meeting to be held on 14/04/11 - noted
	

	AM10/387 
	Copy of The Law of Allotments 5th Edition Revised – SMB has copy - noted
	

	AM10/388 
	Dorman Varitext’s Vehicle Activated Sign and Safer Routes in the Community Brochure - noted
	

	AM10/389 
	Southeastern Trains – Stakeholder Newsletter – November 2010- noted
	

	AM10/390 
	Rural News – Issue 97 Nov 2010 – circulated - noted
	

	AM10/391 
	MAP - Public rights of way on Kings Hill – ref email 19/01/11 – noted

	

	AM10/392 
	Date for Next Meeting – 23rd March 2011

	

	AM10/393 
	Questions from Councillors

Cllr Palmer enquired about the missing trees to be replaced on the corner of Bovarde Avenue and Discovery Drive – matter to be raised with Liberty.
Cllr Morris raised concerns about the increased parking in Queen Street, drivers seem to disregard parking notices. Parish Office was ask to add this to the agenda for the next Liberty Meeting

Cllr Barker requested that the Planning Committee write to TMBC to consider the remaining section of “Phase 1” for allotments – ref TMBC notification received to allow extension for a further 5 years.


	Parish Office

LPT Meeting

 Planning   Committee

	AM10/394 
	Meeting closed – 22:15
	



Signed:...............................      Date:.................................
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KINGS HILL PARISH COUNCIL
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AM 23/02/11
      Signed........................
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