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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 

KINGS HILL AMENITIES COMMITTEE
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 26th January 2011 AT 7.30 PM 

AT KINGS HILL COMMUNITY CENTRE  
Present:
Cllr S. Barker 
(Chair)


Cllr M. Palmer

Mr M O’Moore (co-opted)


Mrs J. McKenner (co-opted)

Apologies:
Cllr G. Morris


Cllr A. Petty

Cllr B. Pearson

Also in attendance
Ms H. Martin
(Assistant Clerk)

 


	
	THIS MEETING WAS NOT QUORATE


	

	AM10/307 
	Apologies for Absence
Apologies were received from Cllrs Petty and Morris with reasons, which were accepted.

	

	AM10/308 
	Declarations of Interest and lobbying
Cllr Barker declared an interest in items – AM10/316-317 - Heath Farm, AM10/313-315 Skate Park, AM10/318-324 Allotments for Kings Hill Residents AM10/003018

	

	AM10/309 
	Minutes - to receive and approve for signature the minutes of the meeting held on 27th October 2010 – item deferred to the next meeting


	

	AM10/310 
	Matters arising From the Minutes not otherwise on the agenda

	

	
	AM 09/21.4 - Overhanging shrubs from Alfriston Grove and corner of Bovarde Avenue – to receive update 

It was reported that Alfriston Grove is unadopted and therefore this matter needs to be raised with David Wilson House Builder and Liberty. Cllr Barker will let the office have a picture of the overhanging shrubs.

	SMB

	
	AM10/0054 – Bovarde Avenue – Bus stop/shelter 
PC Stevens will convey another survey w/c 07/02/11 regarding issues with the mini/private school buses and parents dropping off – to report at next meeting.

	Parish Office

	
	AM10/00232 – Amenities Terms of Reference – it was reported that this was approved at the Full Council Meeting held on 17/11/10.


	

	
	AM10/00236 - Legalities regarding a Parish Councillor being a director of KHSMC – to receive update 
It was reported there were no barriers to being a Parish Councillor and a director of KHSMC. It was noted that the Parish Councillor will have to declare an interest at future meetings and a declaration of interest form will need to be submitted to TMBC.


	

	
	AM10/00236 - Warren Woods Nature Park  - Wording on the signage “This is private land” – TMBC
It was reported from the Full Council Meeting held on 17/11/10 that comments on the signage had been made to TMBC.  There was nothing further to report.


	

	
	AM10/00256 – Village Green – Pippen Way 
It was reported that ownership of this open area still needs to be established.


	

	
	AM10/00266 - Replace damaged equipment at Play Area near Gibson Drive 
Liberty had confirmed that this matter should be resolved soon.

	

	AM10/311 
	Chairman’s announcements
Cllr Barker welcomed the new councillors and co-opted members to the Amenities Committee.


	

	
	Budgets

	

	AM10/312 
	To discuss and agree budget spending – item deferred to next meeting
It was reported from the Full Council Meeting held on 15/12/10 that there was a shortfall of £2,914 - it was agreed to reduce the amount for the Heath Farm allotment reserve from the Amenities committee accordingly.  

It was noted that the expenditure of £12,000 for the Discovery Drive Pedestrian Crossing was over looked in the budget for 2011/12 however this is an earmarked reserved.

	

	
	Skate Park

	

	AM10/313 
	To report meeting on site with TMBC & Liberty held on 10/12/10
Minutes were circulated to members. T&MBC & Liberty response on actions agreed – to report at next meeting.


	Parish Office

	AM10/314 
	Skate Park Working Group update
It was reported that a possible meeting for the Skate Park Working Group was to be held in March – nothing further to report. Mrs J McKenner expressed an interest in becoming involved in the Skate Park Project.


	

	AM10/315 
	Funding Buddies update 
Nothing to report - to receive update after next Full Council Meeting  


	

	
	Heath Farm Leisure Facilities

	

	AM10/316 
	Parties expressing interest in the Leisure Facilities at Heath Farm
Communication was received from the following parties:

· Netball Club

· Invicta Model Flyers

· Rotary Club  (building use)

· Principal Silhouette Dance & Theatre School (building use)

The Parish Office was asked to contact the Netball Club to ascertain whether they have been in contact with Liberty and to advise them to prepare a business plan.


	Parish Office

	AM10/317 
	Update on Planning Application

Liberty had confirmed that the application was likely to be ready for submission by the end of the month 


	

	
	Allotments for Kings Hill Residents

	

	AM10/318 
	Lord Falmouth’s Land Agent – to receive update at next meeting 


	SMB

	AM10/319 
	To report allotment plan at Birling Grange - to receive update at next meeting


	Parish Office / SMB

	AM10/320 
	To discussed Liberty’s Response from Quarterly Meeting regarding land available for allotments at Heath Farm

It was reported from the Quarterly meeting held on 23/09/10 that LPT would not enter into discussions to locate additional land for allotments until there was a proven demand once the first allotment site was complete and had been running successfully for a reasonable period of time.
The Parish Office was asked to obtain information from the KCC asset register to clarify ownership of available land in the area.

The Parish Office was asked to update the Parish Map on KHPC’s web-site to include the whole of Kings Hill.


	Parish Office

Clerk

	AM10/321 
	To draft letters to KCC and Ministry of Defence Agent – Knight Frank LLP
This matter is now on hold until confirmation was received from Liberty regarding the size of land allocated for allotments at Heath Farm.


	

	AM10/322 
	Kings Hill Farm – to update on possible land availability for allotments 
The estate agent Hobbs Parker had confirmed that the whole farm was sold but that Lots 2 & 3 will be available for sale again and the owners would not be interested in leasing the land:
· Lots 2 (pear orchard – 11 acres)

· Lot 3 (pear orchard – 7 acres)
Hobbs Parker will contact the new owners of Lots 1 & 4 regarding possibilities to lease some land – to report at next meeting

	Parish Office

	AM10/323 
	Update on status of waiting list

It was reported that 86 residents were on the waiting list.


	

	AM10/324 
	Possible dates to meet NSALG Area Rep – to report at next meeting

	Parish Office

	
	Ryarsh Lane Allotments

	

	AM10/325 
	Monthly Inspection Report for January 2011 was received and circulated.

	

	AM10/326 
	Plot 14
Pictures of the overgrown issues on the plot were received. A second letter was sent on 15/11/10 requesting the plot holders to clear the land end of the plot as it was still overgrown and impeding the footpath. The January 2011 monthly inspection report shows that the Ryarsh Lane end still needs strimming – to update on matters after the growing season has started.


	

	AM10/327 
	Plot 15B 

Notice was received from the tenant – ref email 15/11/10. The allotment holder returned his keys and his deposit was refunded. The next resident on the waiting list was contacted and a site visit was arranged. The new tenant now has signed a Tenancy Agreement and all moneys were received.


	

	AM10/328 
	Renewal of Tenants Agreements for 2011 - to receive update 
It was reported that the renewal of all Tenants Agreements for 2011 were send out in November 2010. A copy of the draft letter was circulated to all councillors prior to sending this out. All moneys for the next year’s rent were received.


	

	AM10/329 
	Revised Allotment Tenancy Agreement for 2012 - to receive update

The KHPC Allotment Tenancy Agreement was amended as discussed at the previous meeting. 

It was reported that all plot holders have now received the 12th months statutory notice for the revised Tenancy Agreement, which will come into force from November 2011.

The Parish Office was asked to seek confirmation on the exact date the lease agreement expires with West Malling Parish Council.
It was reported that plot holders were concerned about the percentage rise in fee increases annually. The Parish Office was asked to explore this matter with West Malling Parish Council.


	Parish Office

Parish Office

	AM10/330 
	Kings Hill School
Notification of order was received on 04/11/10 for no waiting and “school keep clear” road markings in Alexander Grove and Milton Lane – confirmation was awaited from KHS and Kings Hill School– to report at next meeting


	Parish Office

	AM10/331 
	Pedestrian Crossing on Discovery Drive
KHS had updated that a report was received from Jacobs on the design quotation which has been referred to the Countywide Improvements team to design a proposal scheme. This could take up to 2 months to undertake due to the resources available. Once the Countywide Improvements Team has finalised the design a Members Highway Proposal form of all the details and costing will be send to Mr Richard Long (Kent County Councillor) – ref email 26/01/11. 

Awaiting update from KHS by the end of March 

	Parish Office


	
	Open Spaces 

	

	AM10/332 
	Long term maintenance contract – to receive update
It was reported that:
· The new contractor, Complete Landscapes, was informed of their quote being successful – contract effective from 1st March 2011

· Complete Landscapes agreed to a roll on year contract with a fixed annual rate for 3 years.
· References were received for Complete Landscapes and were circulated to members.

KCC, the current maintenance contractor, was informed about the Parish Council’s decision to terminate the maintenance contract with affect from end of December 2010.

	

	AM10/333 
	Additional Maintenance – quotes will be obtained nearer the new planting season for additional shrubs and/or bark at specific areas. 


	

	AM10/334 
	Draft Policies and Procedures for maintaining 3 open spaces – circulated to members. To receive comments – item deferred to next meeting

	

	
	Anson Avenue Playground

	

	AM10/335 
	Litter picking
It was reported that this will be undertaken on a weekly basis by the new maintenance contractor, Complete Landscapes, and is now included in the contract.

	

	AM10/336 
	KCC Monthly inspection reports were received for November and December  – deferred to next meeting

	

	AM10/337 
	Repairs and Paint work quotes:

Monthly inspection reports received from KCC showed the following faults:

· Paint work on all the play equipment needs attention

· Metal bin Liner needs replacing due to it rusting out

· Gate closure mechanism sleeve needs attention

3 quotes were received for the repairs and paint works were presented to the members:
· Complete Landscapes

· Safeplay

· Monster Play

Quotes deferred to next Full Council Meeting for approval


	Full Council

	AM10/338 
	Replacing sign with KHPC details
The RBLI quote received was presented to the members. It was suggested to remove the Parish Council’s Logo and to only keep the words Kings Hill Parish Council. Parish Office to obtain revised quote – item deferred to next Full Council Meeting for approval

Parish Office was asked to obtain quotes to get current sign and post removed – to report at next meeting


	Full Council
Parish Office

	
	Trees


	

	AM10/339 
	GB Greenway, footpath back of Goldings Close 
Communication was received from Liberty regarding the removal of 12 trees – ref letter 30/11/10 – works were ongoing.


	

	AM10/340 
	Coppicing of the chestnut woodland to the rear of Hollandbury Park, accessed via Bancorft Lane 
Liberty had confirmed (ref email 06/01/11) that they have notified all residents in this area and that TMBC granted permission for the coppicing works. A plan showing the area coppiced was received from Liberty – coppicing works were ongoing.

	

	AM10/341 
	Worcester Avenue Trees – to receive update
A letter (04/12/10) was received from a resident explaining that the original intent behind the tree-planting was to create a pleasing, visual impact in the newly-built Worcester Avenue. Fifteen years on these trees are now in urgent need of some major pruning and maintenance, not only to significantly reduce their height and girth but to address the problem of branches overhanging driveways and footpaths.  

KHS had confirmed that they were investigating this matter – to update at next meeting.
TMBC – Landscapes Officer, Liz Guthrie had confirmed that she is happy to meet with KHS for a site visit


	Parish Office

Parish Office

	
	Winter Plans

	

	AM10/342 
	Provision of salt bins on Kings Hill for Winter 2011/2012 – item deferred to the next meeting

Roads to be considered for salt bins:
· Forest Way linking Discovery Drive – heavy traffic

· Discovery Drive Bus Shelter – density of commuters/traffic, especially peak times – location serves a large area

· Admiral Way – gradient

· Lapins Lane – heavy traffic. Resident requested bin on Green opposite Russet Way and also bin opposite Worcester Avenue. 

· Lapins Lane likely to be considered by KHS for a salt bin for winter 2011/2012 
· Mercers Place – resident request logged on KHS - impossible to get down to the end of the road 
· Perrigrine Road as Mercers Place leads onto Perrigrine Road

KHS had confirmed that (ref email 29/10/10):

· Lapins Lane will be considered for a salt bin for winter 2011/2012 
· The following roads were added to the secondary salting routes:

· Discovery Drive, whole length, up to the School at Kings Hill

· Worcester Avenue and Pippin Way at Kings Hill 
· Part of Tower View from Bovarde Avenue to the second roundabout

	

	AM10/343 
	KHS Salt Bag Protocol for Parishes – item deferred to next meeting
The problem with the KHS salt bag scheme was that Parish Councils must put the bags in a secure location and be responsible for its distribution.  KHPC did not have a suitable site or resources to distribute the salt.  

It was suggested to discuss possible storage of salt bags in a secure area with LPT and Schools

The Parish Office was asked to contact West Malling Parish Council to ascertain whether they have taken part in the salt bag pilot scheme. 


	Parish Office

Parish Office

	AM10/344 
	To discuss using local farmers to grit and plough in Winter 2011/2012 – item deferred to next meeting


	

	AM10/345 
	To review Farmers Snow Plough Route – KHS Map (Beat No 14) – ref email 17/12/10 – item deferred to next meeting

The Parish Office was asked to inform Kate Reed Wood that they are included in the Farmers Snow Plough Route received from KHS – ref KHS MAP (Beat No 14) 

The Parish Office was asked to obtain a list of the adopted roads not included in the KHS MAP (Beat No 14) – to report at next meeting for discussion
The Parish Office was asked to obtain from KHS:

· The width of the snow ploughs and whether it can get in to the estate roads where the cars are parked
· Whether snow ploughs were equipped with a gritting spreader as well

	Parish Office

Parish Office

Parish Office

	
	Kent Highways Services (KHS) 

	

	AM10/346 
	Kings Hills Parish portal/log – nothing to report 

	

	AM10/347 
	List of adopted roads – to consolidate KHS & Liberty list – ongoing - to report at next meeting

	Parish Office

	AM10/348 
	Cllr Barker attended the KALC AGM held on 13/11/10 and reported that Mr John Burr gave an excellent presentation on how he was going to restructure KHS. 


	

	
	Trains


	

	AM10/349 
	Letter received from Sir John Stanley (23/12/10) – item deferred to next meeting


	

	AM10/350 
	Email from resident received 08/01/11 – item deferred to next Full Council Meeting to agree to write to Sir John Stanley and to also include importance of full consultation with rail passengers.


	Full Council

	AM10/351 
	It was requested to add to the Agenda for the next Quarterly Liberty meeting - Liberty’s comments on train services from West Malling.

	Clerk

	AM10/352 
	Draft Kent Rail Action Plan received - response due 28/02/11 – to discuss Parish Council response – item deferred to next meeting. Mr O’Moore agreed to submit a report with his comments at the next meeting.

	Mr O’Moore


	AM10/353 
	The Parish Office was asked to raise with West Malling Parish Council the dangerous road crossing from the station to the new car park and misuse of no entry.

	Parish Office

	
	To report meetings held with Representatives of Amenities Committee since the last Amenities committee meeting

	

	AM10/354 
	13/11/2010 – KALC AGM – Cllrs Barker and Pearson attended – item deferred to next meeting 

	

	AM10/355 
	29/11/2010 – JPCTCG Meeting – Cllr Barker attended – item deferred to next meeting

	

	AM10/356 
	29/11/2010 – Southeastern Trains – Stakeholder forum in Tonbridge – none attended – item deferred to next meeting


	

	AM10/357 
	19/01/11 - Blaise Farm Liason Meeting – Cllr Barker attended – item deferred to next meeting


	

	
	To report future meetings with representatives of KHPC

	

	AM10/358 
	27/01/11 - Manor Park Liason Meeting – no one attended


	

	AM10/359 
	04/06/2011 - NSALG AGM  - attendees TBC – item deferred to next meeting


	

	
	Correspondence

	

	AM10/360 
	KHS – Tonbridge & Malling updated Local Winter Service Plan for 2010-11 – ref email 18/11/10 – circulated – item deferred to next meeting


	

	
	Matters for information- all other correspondence received, together with responses, other information pertaining to the work of the Amenities Committee

	

	AM10/361 
	Dorman Varitext’s Vehicle Activated Sign and Safer Routes in the Community Brochure – item deferred to next meeting


	

	AM10/362 
	Issue 4 – 2010 – Allotment & Leisure Gardener – item deferred to next meeting


	

	AM10/363 
	Southeastern Trains – Stakeholder Newsletter – November 2010 – item deferred to next meeting


	

	AM10/364 
	KCC – Local Bus Services Contracts – changes for Kings Hill – circulated – item deferred to next meeting


	

	AM10/365 
	Rural News – Nov issue – circulated – item deferred to next meeting


	

	AM10/366 
	Manor Park Liason Group – Minutes meeting held September 2010 – deferred to next meeting


	

	AM10/367 
	Public rights of way on Kings Hill – item deferred to next meeting 

	

	AM10/368 
	Date for Next Meeting – 23rd February 2011

	

	AM10/369 
	Questions from Members of the Public and Councillors
There were none


	

	
	Meeting closed – 21:30
	

	
	Signed: ……………………………………………………………………..

 date: ……………………………………………………………..…………
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KINGS HILL PARISH COUNCIL
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AM 26/01/11
      Signed........................
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