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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 

KINGS HILL AMENITIES COMMITTEE
HELD ON TUESDAY 28th JULY 2010 AT 7.30 PM 

AT KINGS HILL COMMUNITY CENTRE  
Present:
Cllr S. Barker 
(Chair)


Cllr B. Pearson


Cllr A. Petty


Cllr J. Pilbeam 

Mr M. O’Moore
(Co-opted Member)
Also in attendance
Ms H. Martin
(Assistant Clerk)

Ms S. Webb

Mr M. Pilbeam


	
	
	Action 

	AM10/00187 
	Apologies for Absence 

Apologies were received from PCSO Roots.

	

	AM10/00188 
	Declarations of Interest and lobbying 
Cllr Barker declared an interest in items: AM10/00193 - Skatepark, AM10/00207 -  Heathfarm, AM10/00210 - Discovery Drive Bus Shelter, AM10/00213 - Allotments for Kings Hill Residents 
Cllr Pearson declared an interest in items: AM10/00193 - Skatepark, AM10/00207 -  Heathfarm, AM10/00212 - Ryarsh Lane Allotments, AM10/00213 -  Allotments for Kings Hill Residents
Cllr Petty declared an interest in items: AM10/00193 - Skatepark, AM10/00210 - Discovery Drive Bus Shelter
Cllr Pilbeam declared an interest in item AM10/00193 - Skatepark
Mr O’Moore declared an interest in item AM10/00212 - Ryarsh Lane Allotments

	

	AM10/00189 
	Minutes 
The following amendments were made to the minutes:

· Page 187 – Cllr Pearson raised concerns that the money contributed towards the Rabbit-Proof Fencing was not well spent
· Page 189 – the date was changed to read “30/06/10”

The minutes of the 30th June 2010 meeting were agreed and signed as a correct record.

	

	AM10/00190 
	Matters arising From the Minutes not otherwise on the agenda
AM 09/21.4 - Bovarde Avenue, overhanging shrubs – (KHS #17303384) – ongoing with KHS about the cutting back of the shrubs
AM10/0054 – Bovarde Avenue – Bus stop/shelter – to receive update on PC Stevens report 

It was reported that the Schools Liaison Officer had sent advisory letters to all the schools involved.  It was noted that PC Stevens conducted the survey between 7-8am.
The Parish Office was asked to follow up on:

· The exact dates for the first survey

· A copy of the advisory letter sent to all the schools involved

· PC Stevens to conduct another survey in the first week after the summer school holidays
· To forward Cllr Petty the email from KHS (15/02/10) which state the reasons KHS would not re-site the Bus Shelter

Cllr Pilbeam suggested that the amount of meetings the Parish Council have with the Police should be reviewed – Parish Office to action at next meeting with Police.
AM10/0078 - Salt Bins – to update on discussions with KHS regarding scoring. It was reported that the scoring assessment form was purely for the use of KHS and that a KHS Inspector Officer will inspect the location for a requested salt bin against the applicable scoring criteria. 
The Office was asked to report the following roads for possible salt bin allocation to KHS:

· Forest Way linking with Discovery Drive  - heavy traffic 

· Discovery Drive Bus Shelter – density of commuters/traffic, especially peak times  - location serves a large area

· Admiral Way - gradient

· Lapins Lane – heavy traffic 

AM10/00141  - Kate Reed Wood request to have opening and closing times of footpath gate amended. It was reported that this matter was now resolved and that the new times were in place with KH Guarding  unlocking the gate before 7am and locking the gate after 10pm each day, free of any additional charge. The Signage was also amended accordingly to the revised times.
AM10/00140 - A228 Roundabout – to update on trees affected by the work. It was reported that a large Cherry tree was removed, but that it would be replaced. A dead oak was also removed. Confirmation was received from Liberty that all tree work was agreed with TMBC (Ms Liz Guthrie) and KHS
AM10/00152 – Pedestrian Crossing on Discovery Drive – to update on the application for KCC Members Highway grant. It was reported that KHS acknowledged the Members Highway Fund Application on 19/07/10. A further response was awaited in the next few weeks. 

	Parish Office

Full Council
Parish Office

Parish Office

	AM10/00191 
	Chairman’s announcement
There were none

	

	AM10/00192 
	The meeting was adjourned at 7:50pm to allow members of the public to comment.

	

	
	Skate Park

	

	AM10/00193 
	The Full Council’s decision to support the Skate Park project was noted.

	

	AM10/00194 
	Working Group - It was agreed unanimously that the Skate Park project would be run with a working group. Cllrs Pilbeam and Petty would be on the working group as representatives for the Amenities Committee.

	

	AM10/00195 
	Co-opted Member - Cllrs Pilbeam and Petty confirmed their preference not to have a co-opted member onto Amenities for this project.


	

	AM10/00196 
	Terms of Reference - The committee discussed and agreed the terms of reference for the working group. Office to amend accordingly.

	Parish Office

	AM10/00197 
	To obtain quotes – The working group would seek 3 quotes, for the base and the framework, to present at the next Amenities meeting.

	Working Group

	AM10/00198 
	Lease from Liberty – It was reported that the working group would not approach Liberty for the lease before the full design and specifications were in place.

	

	AM10/00199 
	Location of the Skate Park – Parish Office to request from Liberty a copy of the plan showing the proposed location of the Skate Park 


	Parish Office

	AM10/00200 
	Project action plan – deferred to the next meeting. Mr O’Moore passed comments/advice on the action plan lay out.


	Working Group

	AM10/00201 
	Budget proposal – Cllr Pilbeam requested clarification on the amount of money allocated/available for the Youth Pod Project and for this money to be transferred to the Skate Park Fund


	Finance & Audit

	AM10/00202 
	Kings Hill Skate Park Logo & Name -  The Working Group to involve the young people to produce/suggest an appropriate logo and a name for the Skate Park

	Working Group

	AM10/00203 
	Funding lead – The working group requested that funding options will be sought and managed through the Parish Office. 


	Parish Office

	AM10/00204 
	Resident complaint - received on 22/07/10 – noted. The Parish Office was asked to let the resident know details of the exact location for the Skate Park


	Parish Office

	AM10/00205 
	Commercial Sponsorship – will be sought from businesses on Kings Hill


	Working Group

	AM10/00206 
	PCSO’s involvement – It was noted that PCSO Ann Roots was extremely keen to be involved in the Skate Park project

	

	Due to the confidential nature of the items below, the public and press were excluded from the meeting


	
	Heath Farm update


	

	AM10/00207 
	To update members on the Heath Farm Leisure Facility 


	

	
	The meeting was opened to the public at 20:55

	

	AM10/00208 
	The Parish Office was asked to continue to contact users of Heath Farm Leisure Facilities to draw their attention to the possibilities at this facility – Netball, scouts, rugby, hockey, allotments

	Parish Office

	AM10/00209 
	A request was raised for the possibility of different councillors to be involved in different meetings/projects – to be raised at next Full Council meeting. It was suggested allocating members of different committees to attend applicable meetings/projects.
	Full Council



	AM10/00210 
	Amenities Terms of Reference – there were no amendments to the final draft - referred to the next Full Council Meeting
	Full Council


	
	Items from Full Council Meeting since last Amenities meeting


	

	AM10/00211 
	FC10/485 – The funding for the purchase of a “no right turn” sign at Kings Hill School was approved  - noted

	

	AM10/00212 
	Discovery Drive – Bus stop/shelter

The meeting held with Liberty on 20/07/10 was noted – Cllr Barker and the Clerk attended. It was reported that Liberty would be involved in getting the bus shelter reinstated. 

A meeting with Liberty, T&MBC, KHS and KHPC to specifically discuss only the Discovery Drive Bus Shelter would be arranged – possible date to be confirmed.

It was also proposed for representatives from Liberty and KHS and T&MBC to attend the next Amenities Meeting.

	Parish Office

Parish Office

	AM10/00213 
	Open Spaces
The following quotes were received and circulated to members for a Long Term Ground Maintenance Contract – 3 Years:

· KCC – Landscapes Services

· Complete Landscapes

The Parish Office was awaiting a third quote 

It was noted that the current Ground Maintenance Contract with KCC was due for renewal January 2011.
Update on Policies and Procedures for maintaining 3 open spaces – ongoing.
Cllr Pearson requested confirmation on the status of the Village Green at phase 1. To be raised at the next quarterly meeting with Liberty.

	Parish Office

Parish Office
Clerk 

	AM10/00214 
	Ryarsh Lane Allotments
Plot 14 – It was noted that a letter was sent to the resident regarding the cutting back of the overgrown area. Inspection to follow mid August. 
Plot 18A – A request was received from the tenant to not pay the requested deposit as per the contract required for the new half plot she is leasing – email 19/07/10 - approved. Office to inform tenant. 

	M O’M
Parish Office

	AM10/00215 
	Allotments for Kings Hill Residents
It was reported that Liberty was still making provision for allotments at the Heath Farm Facility.

Cllr Pearson to let the Parish Office have the address and contact details for Lord Falmouth’s Land Agent
Latest Government Initiatives for providing allotments – Office to contact the Communities Secretary
The members suggested and discussed various areas for getting more land:

· The Woodyard on the A228, back of Kent street – the land  belongs to Lord Falmouth
· H1 Policy – Ministry Of Defence sites, subject to when the airfield was taken over 

It was reported that the Communities Department was removing The Small Holdings and Allotments Regulations 1919, which required councils to get the consent of the CLG Secretary of State for certain actions in relation to allotment land, such as if they want to purchase allotment land or lease allotment land to an association or lease allotment land for more than a year at time.

	BP
Parish Office

	AM10/00216 
	Anson Avenue Playground
Monthly Inspection Report  (KCC) received for June 2010 - noted

The following quotes for Tree surgery were received and circulated
· KCC – Landscapes Services

· Complete Landscapes

The members approved the quote from Complete Landscapes.

	Parish Office

	AM10/00217 
	Budgets - 2010/11 – to review budget and discuss project plans
Members were reminded that the budget for next year will be discussed in September and to think about possible projects in the mean time.

	

	AM10/00218 
	Facilities on Kings Hill for Young People
Actions required from reports circulated regarding facilities for 11 year olds and secondary schools used by children on Kings Hill.

Members were asked to think about possible projects for the youth, which will be discussed in relation to next year’s budget.

	

	AM10/00219 
	Highways Log – the latest report for Kings Hill was circulated - noted
	

	AM10/00220 
	To report meetings held with Representatives of Amenities Committee since the last Amenities committee meeting
Liberty – Discovery Drive Bus Shelter Meeting held on 20/07/10 - Cllr Barker, Clerk and Liberty attended - noted
Liberty - Developments Heath Farm Meeting held on 21/07/10 – Cllr Barker and the Clerk attended - noted
Blaise Farm Liason meeting held on 22/07/10 – Cllr Barker attended – awaiting minutes – noted. Office to sent members the agenda

	Parish Office

	AM10/00221 
	Residents complaints  - to receive updates
Road re-naming request – Victory Drive / Victoria Drive (ref email 03/03/10). 

It was reported that T&MBC requires two-thirds of the residents in the applicable road to agree to the re-naming request.

The Parish Office was asked to inform the resident of T&MBC’s response and to advise the resident to approach T&MBC directly should they wish to pursue this any further.

	Parish Office

	AM10/00222 
	To report future meetings
JPCTCG Meeting – 13/09/10 at 19:30 – noted
It was reported that Cllr Barker was nominated as a member at the meeting in May.
It was requested to have Bus Stops for Kings Hill on the Agenda for the next JPCTCG Meeting.
 
	SB

	AM10/00223 
	Correspondence
Rural Road Speed Limit reduction motion – response due September – noted
KCC – Countryside Access Service – Annual report received - noted
Kent BTCV – The Pond Warden Scheme - noted
Kent BTCV – Kent Tree Warden Scheme – request for funding – referred to Planning Committee
Local Transport Plan – Members IT schemes lists – received 30/06/10 – noted

	Planning Committee

	AM10/00224 
	Matters for information

Map of updated adopted roads – It was reported that Liberty was awaiting the latest adoption of roads.
Rabbit Proof Fencing 

Letters of notification were sent to all Ryarsh Lane Allotment Holders on 27/07/10 - noted
It was reported that the work for the fencing would start on Monday – 02/08/10.

Mr O Moore confirmed that most tenants were in favour of the fencing.

Cllr Pearson raised concerns whether it was money well spent and requested copies of the minutes from Full Council and Amenities to understand the rationale behind the decision to support/approve a contribution to the cost for the fence. 
Ball Park – lease would end on 30/09/10  - termination of the agreement was communicated to Liberty - noted
Cricket Club - 
It was reported that the opening day was a great success and that all litter was collected after the match
The Parish Office was asked to:

· Thank the Cricket Club for collecting the litter after the match and to ascertain who they use for collecting the litter. 
· Obtain details about the next match at KH
· To comment that no score board was visible
Coppicing - Damaged palings on Lord’s Walk & Anson Avenue  - no response had been received from T&MBC.
A mature oak was chopped down in Lambourne Drive with the latest coppicing– Parish Office to investigate with T&MBC 
Kings Hill School – Car Parking - KHS brief received on 16/07/10 and circulated – noted
Bus Parking in Tower View (ASDA) – It was reported that Liberty was narrowing the current road, to allow for buses to pull off the road.
Public Engagement Meeting (Formally PACT) - next meeting date on 09/09/10 - noted
 
	Parish Office
Parish Office

Parish Office

Parish Office

Parish Office

	AM10/00225 
	Date for Next Meeting – TBC

	

	AM10/00226 
	Questions from Members of the Public and Councillors
Cllr Pearson suggested the Parish Council support Buckmore Park Kart Racing (near Rochester Airport) by sponsoring days out for young people on Kings Hill to attend this activity.

	

	
	Meeting closed – 21:50

	

	
	Signed: ……………………………………………………………………..

 date: ……………………………………………………………..…………
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PAGE 229
AM 28/07/10
      Signed........................
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