
[image: image1.wmf]
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 

KINGS HILL AMENITIES COMMITTEE
HELD ON TUESDAY 4th MAY 2010 AT 7.30 PM 

AT KINGS HILL COMMUNITY CENTRE  
Present:
Cllr S. Barker 
(Chair)


Cllr J. MacMahon 

Cllr B. Pearson

Cllr J. Pilbeam 


Cllr D. Waller 
(arrived at 7:50pm and left 9:08pm)
Also in attendance
Ms H. Martin
(Assistant Clerk)

PCSO A Roots

Ms N. Pickover – Parent Council, Discovery School


Ms S Whibley – Parent Governor, Kings Hill School



Mr R Sargent – Quickanet (arrived at 7:45pm and left 9:08pm)

Mr I Rabbidge – Resident (arrived at 7:45pm and left 9:08pm)

Borough Cllr M Balfour 
	
	
	Action 

	AM10/0099 
	Apologies for Absence 

Apologies were received from Cllr Petty and Mr O’Moore. Reasons for absence were given and accepted. Mrs Farrell, Headteacher of Discovery School, also sent her apologies.

	

	AM10/00100 
	Declarations of Interest and lobbying 
Cllr Barker declared an interest in items AM10/00109 – QuickaNet, AM10/00110 – Skate Park, AM10/00113 – Speedwatch, AM10/00115 – Allotments for Kings Hill Residents, AM10/00117 – Cricket Club, AM10/0123 – Coppicing, AM10/00126 – Youth Facilities on Kings Hill

Cllr Pilbeam declared an interest in item AM10/00110 – Skate Park 
Cllr Pearson declared an interest in items – AM AM10/00109 – QuickaNet , AM10/00111 – Discovery Drive Bus shelter, AM10/00113 – Skate Park, AM10/00114 – Ryarsh Lane Allotments, AM10/00115 – Allotments for Kings Hill Residents, AM10/00118 – Maypole Drive

	

	AM10/00101 
	Minutes 
The minutes of the 24th March 2010 meeting were agreed and signed as a correct record.

	

	AM10/00102 
	Matters arising From the Minutes not otherwise on the agenda

AM 09/28 - Victoria Drive - update

It was reported that this is a renewal application to extend the time period for commencement. TMBC confirmed there are no current appeals on this property (ref email 10/03/10).

AM 09/21.4 - Bovarde Avenue, overhanging shrubs – update
It was referred to the Highways Log to review progress on the job number
AM10/0044 - Map of updated adopted roads –  update
It was reported that a new colour coded map was awaited from Liberty.

AM10/0054 – Bovarde Avenue – Bus stop/shelter – update
Nothing further to report as this matter is now closed. PACT (PC Stevens) will look at the car parking issue during the morning school run.
AM10/0058 – Street lighting complaint between Goldings Close and the Tug o War Roundabout – update

Nothing further to report. KHPC will raise this matter at the next quarterly Liberty Meeting on 06/05/10.
AM10/0061 - COMMA Fund grant – update

It was reported that the grant will be used to apply for a fire alarm system for the Community Centre.

AM10/0062 – PACT – update on next meeting
It was reported that the next meeting would probably be in the first week of June 1010.
AM10/0078 - Salt Bins – to update on the slopes survey on adopted roads and different suppliers for salt bins 
Ongoing
AM10/0081 - Tower View – Bus Parking – update

Nothing further to report. The committee expected to receive a copy of the minutes from the Bus meeting held on 28/04/10.

	Parish Office

SB / Parish Office

Parish Office

Parish Office

	AM10/00103 
	Chairman’s announcement
It was reported that the JPCTCG Agenda was received for the next meeting on 12/05/10 in Wateringbury. 

	

	AM10/00104 
	The meeting was adjourned at 8:00pm to allow members of the public to comment.

	

	AM10/00105 
	Gas Mains replacement on A228

1. Borough Cllr M Balfour reported on the KHS Gas Mains Meeting on 21/04/10 Southern Gas have decided to replace the Mains, which are 60 years old and keeps leaking, during the month of August.  This will lead to the road closure of the A228, from the Airfield Estate and past Mereworth Village. There will be a diversion of traffic through Offham, West Malling and Seven Mile Lane. 

2. The Parish Office was asked to obtain full details from KHS on dates for repairs work to the Gas Mains.
3. The road closure details would be published in VFTH, KHPC website and the local press. Full council would be advised accordingly.
 
	Parish Office

Parish Office



	AM10/00106 
	Terms of Reference – The draft was circulated to the committee - comments to be discussed at the next meeting. 

	

	
	Items from Full Council Meeting since last Amenities meeting


	

	AM10/00107 
	Discovery School - it was reported that school road markings have been installed outside Discovery School


	

	AM10/00108 
	Rabbit-proof Fencing – it was reported that WMPC has accepted the quote of £1880 and KHPC was invoiced for £501 which is 8/30 of £1880 (ref email 15/04/10)


	

	AM10/00109 
	Community Broadband / QuickaNet – to receive update
Mr R Sargent from QuickaNet reported to the members that he had received a letter from Liberty on 28/04/10 advising that Liberty has reviewed the legal status of the equipment installed by QuickaNet on the commercial properties at Kings Hill. Liberty advised that they need to regularise the current arrangements, before any additional equipment would be installed.

Liberty also asked QuickaNet to provide a schedule of their equipment at all commercial and retail buildings in Kings Hill. Liberty also requested a plan which will show the location of this equipment and will form part of the agreement.
Liberty advised that the recent installation of the additional servers to the Plant Room at 30 Tower View were causing significant additional heat gain and Liberty required additional cooling equipment to be installed, which will need to be approved and included within the legal agreements.

Mr Sargent reported that a new line with a 2 year commitment was due to be installed in 30 Tower View on 10/05/10.
QuickaNet confirmed that they will need £25,000 to resolve the matter and to continue deployment of the existing system.
Mr Sargent explained that QuickaNet was not prepared to underwrite the additional risk. 

Liberty further required an undertaking from QuickaNet that QuickaNet will pay for the legal cost for leases and Liberty will provide an estimate in due course.
Liberty requested QuickaNet to confirm whether they were a licensed operator within the Telecommunications Code and to provide proof of such.

For information, it was reported that KHPC had received £50,000 in grand funding to deliver the solution and it was time scale pending.

After some discussion the committee requested QuickaNet to produce:

1. An Impact Statement before the next Liberty meeting on 06/05/10
2. To provide the office with a copy of the letter from Liberty dated 28/04/10
The committee agreed to:

1. Lobby Liberty and County Cllr R Long before the next quarterly Liberty meeting on 06/05/10, for the community broadband to continue to be installed as planned
2. To report to QuickaNet, after the meeting with Liberty, who will be underwriting the risk that they were not willing to undertake.

	Parish Office



	AM10/00110 
	Skate Park

1. Working Group Terms of Reference and confirm membership – the draft was circulated to members present and comments will be discussed at the next meeting. 
2. Meeting with Borough Green Skate Park representative (Cllr Steve Perry) on 09/04/10 – notes received noted and circulated to members. Cllr Pilbeam reported that the meeting was very useful and advised KHPC to consider the following: 

a. If KHPC’s current Liability insurance policy could include the Skate Park and what would be the additional cost.

b. Could the quarterly inspections be carried out by KHPC’s current Playground inspection company and how much would this cost.

c. That a professional Skate Park company be used for the project to ensure quality and safety.
d. A professional Skate Park surface should be used rather than Ply as Graffiti was difficult to remove from a Ply surface. 
e. Kings Hill Skate Park to be a No Graffiti zone as this was not attractive and in keeping with the Kings Hill environment.

3. Meeting held at Liberty on 22/04/10 – Cllr Pilbeam reported that the Working Group gave a presentation to Liberty on the Skate Park. Liberty would consider the request for a Skate Park and land required. Minutes were sent to Liberty for approval. The Working Group was asked to provide the Parish Office with a copy of the minutes.

	Parish Office

Parish Office

JP


	AM10/00111 
	Discovery Drive – Bus stop/shelter
1. To report history of KHPC decisions regarding erection of bus shelter – it was reported that KHPC had voted on 16/01/08 to re-instate the Bus shelter and the majority were in agreement to the proposal, which remained the Parish Council’s policy. (Ref FC Minutes 16/01/08 – FC08/027)
2. After reviewing previous minutes it was agreed that no further discussion was required on a meeting between KHPC, KCC Richard Long and Mr Joselin. 
3. The office was asked to explore:

· KHPC eligibility to re-instate the Bus Shelter

· Discussions should be held with KHS to determine if they are prepared to re-instate this Bus shelter.

4. To discuss maintenance of bus shelter – deferred pending further information.

	Parish Office

	AM10/00112 
	Pedestrian Crossing on Discovery Drive
1. To receive update - the office was asked to contact County Cllr R Long regarding the application for the KCC Members Highway grant 2011/12.
2. The office was asked to contact KHS for procedures required in progressing this matter. 

	Parish Office
Parish Office

	AM10/00113 
	Speedwatch
1. No report was received from PC James Ball to provide details on sites suitable for Speedwatch. 
2. To agree date for Speedwatch presentation by PC James Ball – deferred until next meeting.
3. It was reported that Cllr’s Barker and Pearson would seek to meet with Wateringbury Speedwatch Group.
4. Recruiting volunteers for Kings Hill Speedwatch – deferred until September 2010, to advertise in VFTH when required.
	Parish Office

Parish Office


	AM10/00114 
	Ryarsh Lane Allotments
1. A draft New Tenants Agreement was presented. After amendments were suggested, the draft was accepted and agreed.
2. It was reported that the new tenants for plots 15B and 18B were working their plots. The Parish Office to send the new tenants the New Tenants Agreement.
3. It was reported that the shed request from Plot 15B was sent to WMPC on 24/04/10, for approval. To report at next meeting.
4. It was further reported that WMPC had no objection to the shed request from Plot 19 and that the Parish Office has also informed the plot owner accordingly by letter (30/04/10)
5. The Monthly Inspection report for April was received and will be circulated to the members - noted

 
	Parish Office

Parish Office

Parish Office



	AM10/00115 
	Allotments for Kings Hill Residents
1. It was reported that a letter and plan was received from Liberty on 26/04/10 – noted.  The letter advised a revised layout for the area allocated on Heath Farm for the provision of allotments and the reduced central access path to a width of 2 metres, with a path of 2 metres between each allotment area. A copy of the letter was circulated to members present.
2. A copy of Cllr Pearson’s email regarding the Allotments meeting with Liberty 15/03/10 was circulated to members present. Comments to be received at the next meeting.
3. To receive update on contacting Lord Falmouth’s Land Agent – Cllr Pearson confirmed that KHAGS had investigations about the feasibility of land availability on the Lord Falmouth’s Land Estate. 

4. It was reported that details were received on the latest Government Initiatives for providing allotments. The Initiatives explained it will make it easier for people to use land that is currently unused, abandoned or awaiting development. KHPC would put this forward to Liberty at the next quarterly meeting on 06/05/10. The office was asked to send councillors the web link.
5. The office was asked to explore this Government Initiative with T&MBC and KCC.

	Parish Office

Parish Office

	AM10/00116 
	Discovery and Kings Hill Schools – Car Parking
1. Minutes were received from the meeting with Kings Hill School on 01/04/10 – noted.  Ms Whibley reported that Kings Hill School sent a follow-up email to Mr Lloyd (Liberty) essentially setting out all of the actions that the school has taken both in tackling parking issues and encouraging walking to school over the years (which they have outlined at the meeting) and also the assistance they are looking for as a school.  
2. Ms Whibley reported that Kings Hill School required:
2.1. Zigzags road markings in Alexander Grove 
2.2. Solid road markings/lines to be put down round the corners of Milton Lane and possibly Crispin Way.
2.3. Alexander Grove to have a left-turn only sign for traffic to turn left only.
2.4. A lollypop person in Alexander Grove 
3. Ms Pickover reported that Discovery School had three school road signs and yellow ‘School keep Clear’ zigzag road markings put down. Ms Pickover also reported that the school will need a pedestrian crossing, near the school on Discovery Drive, with possibly a Lollypop person or wigwags. Ms Pickover thanked the Parish Council for their contribution and involvement. 

	

	AM10/00117 
	Cricket Club – it was reported that building works to the pavilion are progressing well.

 
	

	AM10/00118 
	Maypole Drive – a gardening maintenance issue was reported by Mr Howell and Cllr Waller in July 2009 (ref email 14/06/09 and 15/09/10).
The office was asked to write to Mr Howell and Cllr Waller to advise that plant maintenance and upkeep were recently undertaken by Coblands on this area.

KHPC will raise the trespass complaint submitted by Mr Howell, with Liberty at the next quarterly meeting on 06/05/10.

	Parish Office

Parish Office

	AM10/00119 
	Highways Log – an updated Log for Kings Hill was presented and circulated to all members – noted.

	

	AM10/00120 
	Anson Avenue Playground
1. It was reported that RSS started the repair work on 20/04/10 but it was not yet complete. Parish Office to follow up.
2. Two quotes were presented for the Annual Maintenance Inspection. It agreed to use Craigdene for 2010.
3. Playground Inspection Reports were received from KCC for March 2010 and April 2010 - noted

	Parish Office
Parish Office

	AM10/00121 
	Canon Street Train Service
1. It was reported that a letter was received from Sir John Stanley on 01/04/10. Further action will be pursued after the general election, with the new MP.
2. It was reported that KHPC were not invited to attend the Kent Rail Summit (25/03/10). The office was asked to contact Nick Chard at KCC to ensure that KHPC were on the circulation list.
 
	Parish Office

	AM10/00122 
	Burley Grounds – to agree response to request for information – deferred to next meeting

	

	AM10/00123 
	Coppicing – it was reported that the various complaints received regarding the coppicing works on Lambourne Drive were passed on to Mr John Dicker (T&MBC) for comments, ref email 29/04/10. Parish Office to follow up.

	Parish Office

	AM10/00124 
	Residents Complaints since last meeting
1. To report on sweeping of Ashton Way (ref email 16/03/10) – reported to TMBC
2. To report on maintenance of the hoarding at Rougemont (ref email 30/03/10) – reported to TMBC 
3. Road re-naming request – Victory Drive / Victoria Drive (ref email 30/03/10) – The office was asked to pass this request on to Mr Terry Reed (Russet Homes) to investigate.
4. To report on various complaints on Bastian Lane (ref email 07/04/10) – The office was asked to pass this request on to Mr Terry Reed (Russet Homes) to investigate.

5. To report progress on Parking Issue on Beacon Avenue – item to be raised at next quarterly Liberty meeting 05/05/10.
 
	Parish Office

Parish Office

Parish Office

	AM10/00125 
	Budgets
2010/11 – to review budget and discuss project plans – deferred to next meeting.

	

	AM10/00126 
	Facilities on Kings Hill for Young People
1. The provision of a youth pod for Kings Hill children was discussed and concern was raised that it might not be the best option to explore as it could create anti-social behaviour.
2. It was noted that information was received from Discovery School regarding which youth facilities 11 year olds would like to see on Kings Hill – awaiting further feedback from Kings Hill School.
3. It was noted that information was received from Discovery School about which secondary schools are used by Kings Hill children – awaiting further feedback from Kings Hill School.

	Parish Office

Parish Office

	AM10/00127 
	To report meetings held with Representatives of Amenities Committee since the last Amenities committee meeting

1. Meeting with Kings Hill School on 01/04/10 – The Clerk, Ms Munro attended - noted.
2. CRIME Prevention Panel Meeting – 19/04/10 - Cllrs Barker and Waller attended - noted
3. A228 Malling Road, Mereworth - Gas Mains Replacement Scheme – 21/04/10 – none attended - noted
4. Liberty Bus Meeting – 28/04/10 – none attended

5. Manor Park Liaison Committee – 29/04/10 – Cllr Barker attended - noted

	

	AM10/00128 
	To report future meetings
JPCTCG Meeting – 12/05/10 in Wateringbury. Cllr Barker advised committee that she was unable to attend. Cllr Pilbeam offered to attend and would confirm her attendance with the office.

PACT Meeting – probably first week in June 2010

	

	AM10/00129 
	Correspondence
1. KHS  - Weather Damage Repairs to roads  (ref email 20/04/10) - noted
2. Parish News Newsletter 25/03/10 – circulated to all councillors

3. KHS contracts monitoring (ref e-mail 22/04/10)

4. Kent Highways Service Performance Survey due 16/05/10 – for the office to submit - agreed

	Parish Office

	AM10/00130 
	Matters for information

1. Consultation on KHS Winter Service Policy and Plan (ref email 12/04/10)

	

	AM10/00131 
	Date for Next Meeting – to be confirmed

	

	AM10/00132 
	Questions from Members of the Public and Councillors
There were none


	

	
	Meeting closed – 22:10

	

	
	Signed: ……………………………………………………………………..

 date: ……………………………………………………………..…………
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AM 04/05/10
      Signed........................

[image: image2.wmf][image: image3.wmf][image: image4.wmf][image: image5.wmf]