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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 

KINGS HILL AMENITIES COMMITTEE
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 24th MARCH 2010 AT 7.30 PM 

AT KINGS HILL COMMUNITY CENTRE  
Present:
Cllr S Barker 
(Chair)


Cllr B Pearson

Cllr J Pilbeam 


Mr M O’Moore
(Co-opted Member)
Also in attendance
Hanje Martin

(Assistant Clerk)

Mike Pilbeam 

(Skate Park)

Angela Vincent

(Skate Park)


PCSO Rose Sparrowhawk 
(Skate Park – arrived at 7.35pm)

Joe

(Skate Park – arrived at 7:40pm)

Jamie 

(Skate Park – arrived at 7:40pm)

Ashley

(Skate Park – arrived at 7:40pm)

Lindsey Sharp

(Kings Hill Youth Club)
	
	
	Action 

	AM10/0048 
	Apologies for Absence 

Apologies were received from Cllrs Petty, MacMahon and Waller. Reason for absence were given and accepted. 

	

	AM10/0049 
	Declarations of Interest and lobbying 
Cllr Pilbeam declared interest in the Skatepark – Ref AM10/0054
Cllr Barker declared interest in Bovarde Avenue and the Heath Farm Allotments – Ref AM10/0056 & 0075
Cllr Pearson declared interest in the Skatepark, Allotments and Discovery bus shelter – Ref AM10/0054, 55, 68 to 74 & 75

	

	AM10/0050 
	Minutes 

The following amendment was made to the minutes: 

Item AM10/0024 “over” added. The minutes of the 27th January 2010 meeting were then agreed and signed as a correct record.

	

	AM10/0051 
	Matters arising From the Minutes not otherwise on the agenda

AM 09/28 - Victoria Drive – The office was asked to obtain an update from T&MBC. 
AM 09/21.4 - Bovarde Avenue, overhanging shrubs –An update from Liberty was requested 
AM 09/52 – Maypole Drive –The Office was asked to write to John Howell regarding the replanting of shrubs in the borders during the spring time.
AM 09/54 - Canon Street Train Service – Communication received from Sir John Stanley 05/02/10 – noted
AM 09/65 - Burley Grounds Maintenance – deferred to next meeting
AM 10/005 - JPCTGG Meeting held at Offham on 11/02/10 – minutes received - noted 

AM 10/008 – Coppicing - Mr O’Moore reported that the work was done unsatisfactorily and agreed to put his findings in writing to the office.  Mrs Sharp also raised concerns and would write to the office.

AM 10/044 – Map of updated adopted roads – a new map was  requested from Liberty – noted

	Parish Office

Parish Office

Parish Office

SB/

Parish Office

O’Moore / Parish Office

SB

	
	Chairman’s announcement - none
	

	
	The meeting was adjourned at 19:40 to allow members of the public to speak.

	

	AM10/0052 
	Skate Park 
The Working Group presented their research and findings regarding the benefits of Skate Park facilities for Kings Hill. The presentation included:

Kings Hill Skate Park Action Group

Skate Parks provide numerous benefits,

What is a Skate Park,

Who will use the facility,

Why Kings Hill needs a Skate Park,

Park Designs and Maintenance,
Skatelite Pro Maintenance,

Health and Safety,

Community Views,

Kings Hill Youth Views,

Skate Park Name,

Location of a Skate Park,

Future additions to Park facilities,

Local Skate Parks,

Assistance Required

The Working Group was asked to send the office a copy of the presentation. 
The Working Group agreed to arrange a meeting with Liberty to discuss the possibility of available land. They would report back to the Amenities Committee and present the minutes to the office for circulation.


	Parish Office



	
	The Chair moved to take item AM10/0060 at this point in the meeting.


	

	
	Meeting was reconvened at 8:50pm

	

	AM10/0053 
	Discovery Drive – Bus stop/shelter

Meeting held with KHS on 03/03/10 – it was reported that KHS would contact Liberty regarding their suggestion to broaden the hard standing area for this bus stop
The Office was asked:
1. To collate the full history on this matter, for discussion at a Full Council meeting

2. To obtain details on the procedures for reinstating the Bus shelter

3. To obtain quotes for reinstating the Bus shelter
It was agreed that a meeting between KHPC, KCC Richard Long and Mr Joselin regarding the reinstating of the Bus shelter be arranged.

	Parish Office

SB/Parish Office

	AM10/0054 
	Bovarde Avenue – Bus stop / shelter

Meeting held with KHS on 03/03/10 – it was reported that KHS would not move the Bovarde Avenue Bus stop at the moment. KHS would review this when new routes were introduced on Kings Hill.

Update on morning traffic congestion – Cllr Barker reported that she had visited Bovarde Avenue on 03/03/10 and following discussions with a parent would ask Police to check minibuses stopping in Bovarde Avenue between 0700 and 0730am.

	SB

	AM10/0055 
	Pedestrian Crossing on Discovery Drive

Meeting held with KHS on 03/03/10 – it was reported that:

· The pedestrian count has now been received from KHS, and proves a strong case to request a signalised pedestrian crossing.

· KHS indicated that the cost for a pedestrian crossing could be in the region of £35,000 - £40,000 and suggested a Puffin Pedestrian Crossing or a Toucan Crossing

· KHS advised that no bid could be submitted to KHS until 2011/2012. All funds for 2010/2011 had been allocated. 
· KHPC advised that they have earmarked £12000 towards this project. 

· KHS confirmed that no planning permission is required for a pedestrian crossing as it is permissive development and Discovery Drive is an adopted road.
It was agreed that KHPC should apply for a KCC Members Highway grant for 2011/12

	Parish Office

	
	Street Lighting – Meeting held with KHS on 03/03/10
 
	

	AM10/0056 
	Identification Markings on Street Lighting in Adopted Roads - Gazette numbers markings should be in white, but they are in yellow and this matter will now get reported to KHS - noted

	

	AM10/0057 
	The faulty street lights on Discovery Drive can now be reported to KHS as soon as the gazette numbers are changed - noted

	Parish Office

	AM10/0058 
	Poor street lighting complaint between Goldings Close and the Tug o War Roundabout – noted. KHPC will raise this matter at the next quarterly Liberty Meeting.

	SB/Parish Office

	AM10/0059 
	The faulty street lights at Doctors Surgery Car Park were noted. 

Liberty confirmed that the Doctor’s surgery is responsible for the lighting in the car park area from the bin store alongside their building.  The Estate Management Company are responsible for the other lights and have arranged for the lights to be inspected and repaired as soon as possible.


	

	
	Facilities on Kings Hill for Young People  - to discuss what provisions are required on Kings Hill

	

	AM10/0060 
	Mrs Sharp recommended a Youth Pod as it gives children a place where they can go, but the location will need considering.

The office was asked to contact Discovery and Kings Hill schools to ascertain:
· Which youth facilities 11 year olds would like to see on Kings Hill
· Which are the most used secondary schools by Kings Hill children.
 
	Parish Office

	AM10/0061 
	COMMA Fund grant
The COMMA fund grant for 2010-11 is now open for applications and it will remain open until Friday 14th May 2010.  

Details of the funding were passed to the Youth Club.

	Lindsey Sharp

	
	PACT


	

	AM10/0062 
	Noted - Minutes received from meeting held on 25/01/10 and the following discussion points were raised: 

· Anti-Social Behaviour – Liberty Square/Asda

· Speeding – Tower View, Discovery Drive, Gibson Drive.

· Parking – Milton Lane, Hazen Road and outside Discovery School


	

	
	Speedwatch 


	

	AM10/0063 
	It was reported that PC James Ball identified up to 5 sites for Speedwatch on Kings Hill. It was agreed to advertise for volunteers:
· In the Newspapers

· In View From The Hill

· At the Annual Parish Meeting on 29/04/10

	Parish Office


	AM10/0064 
	To Purchase or hire a camera  from another Parish

Cllrs Barker and Pearson agreed to liaise with Wateringbury Parish Council on this matter.


	SB/BP

	AM10/0065 
	Cricket Club – progress report

No representative from the Cricket Club attended the meeting. It was reported that building works to the pavilion are progressing and that it is anticipated it will be finished by July 2010.
It was noted that KHPC had given the Cricket Club a grant of £1000.

	

	AM10/0066 
	Discovery and Kings Hill Schools – Car Parking

Received communication and update from Liberty (ref e-mail 19/03/10) – noted. Liberty asked the schools to cover the cost for the proposed ‘zig-zag’ road markings (£1000 plus VAT), which could be carried out during the Easter holidays.

	

	
	Ryarsh Lane Allotments

	

	AM10/0067 
	Cllr Barker and Michael O’Moore agreed to inspect the allotments over the Easter Weekend. 

	SB / MO

	AM10/0068 
	Noted – Minutes received from the meeting held with WMPC on 08/02/10 and the following were reported:

WMPC agreed that the tenancies of the 8 plots leased to KHPC would not be terminated by WMPC when the lease between the two Parish Councils expired in 2013.  

Cllr Dean had expressed concern that some of the eight plots were leased to WM residents; Cllr Barker undertook that KHPC would not lease to WM residents in future.  

Cllr Barker had updated WMPC with regard to the provision of new allotments on Heath Farm for Kings Hill residents.  KHPC had agreed in principle that they would manage the Heath Farm allotment site.  

	

	AM10/0069 
	It was reported that plots 15B and 18B are currently vacant

The first two residents on the waiting list should be contacted to view the plots over Easter with Cllr Barker.

	Parish Office / SB

	AM10/0070 
	It was noted that Plot 19 had asked for permission to erect a shed. Further information was awaited from the plot owners which will be passed to WMPC for a decision in due course.

 
	Parish Office

	AM10/0071 
	It was suggested that the current Agreement for New Allotment holders be revised. The Office was asked to obtain the WMPC Agreement for New Allotment holders.
It was agreed that new tenants pay £20 rent per annum and a deposit of £50 in the future.

	Parish Office
Parish Office



	AM10/0072 
	Information received for allotment holders to join the Ryarsh Lane Allotment Society – noted.

This information would be circulated to new and existing Ryarsh Lane Allotment holders.
	Parish Office

	AM10/0073 
	Rabbit-proof Fencing - it was reported that the quotes received by WMPC were substantially more than original estimated.

The office was asked to get a copy of the tender process and a copy of the increased quote from WMPC
The committee noted notification received from KCC for the Members Grant of £480.

	Parish Office

	AM10/0074 
	Heath Farm Allotments 

Meeting held with Liberty on 15/03/10 – the following was noted:
· Liberty looked at KHPC recommendations on the allotments
· The National Society of Allotment and Leisure Gardeners (NSALG) recommend 20 plots per 1,000 households. Liberty agreed to let KHPC know the size of the total area put aside for the allotments.
· KHPC asked if a larger area could be set aside for the allotments as there are less plots than people on the waiting list (currently 68).  The plots being offered are also half (5 rods) of the recommended size of 10 rods.

· Liberty agreed to re-draw the plans to accommodate revised plan for parking, sheds and access way.
· Liberty suggested that there should be a 1.8m rabbit proof fence around the site which would be the responsibility of KHPC.  
· Liberty would supply water to the boundary of the site and KHPC would be responsible for providing water into the site.

· Liberty agreed they would supply top soil to the site.  It was also confirmed that it would be rubble free and would not be compacted.

· The car park would be lit but the allotment site would not.
· Timescale – everything was dependant on the planning process as the allotment provision was included in the Heath Farm Leisure Facility planning application.  Once approved, the allotments were in an early phase of implementation.

The office was asked to contact Lord Falmouth’s Land Agent regarding possible land available.
It was noted that there are 68 residents on the Heath Farm allotment waiting list.
	Parish Office


	AM10/0075 
	Heath Farm Leisure Facilities - To report from Full Council Meeting held on 17/03/10 – noted

	

	AM10/0076 
	Highways Log – Parish portal – an updated Log for Kings Hill was presented - noted

	

	AM10/0077 
	Community Broadband / Quickanet 
It was reported that residents are complaining about the service connection on Kings Hill and Quickanet as a service provider.
The committee had concerns regarding the Quickanet milestones achieved as per the tender documentation. 
It was suggested that Quickanet was added to the next Finance Agenda. Quickanet should be required to submit detailed reports regarding milestones achieved. 

	F&A

	AM10/0078 
	Salt Bins 
Noted - minutes and update received on the JPCTG Meeting held on 11/02/10 regarding salt bins:

· Additional bins would cost £593.53 per bin including administration plus a standard fill charge through KHS. This is for larger bins. Smaller bins cost approximately £200 each with green ones costing more than yellow bins.  
· Other councils advised that they were following the instructions in the letter from Nick Chard, whereby individuals were able to access the salt in the bins themselves although councils were not advising them to do so.  It was highlighted that once new bins were purchased the councils needed to ensure that KHS added them to their list of bins so that they were included in the salting routes. 

The office was asked to do a survey on slopes on adopted roads for the possible location of new salt bins and to research different suppliers for salt bins.

	Parish Office

	AM10/0079 
	Budgets – Update
1. 2009/10 –  The committee agreed to transfer reserved money for upgrades in 2010/11 on the Anson Avenue Play Park
2. 2010/11 – to review budget and discuss project plans – deferred to next meeting

	Parish Office

	AM10/0080 
	Anson Avenue Playground

1. Three quotes were received. The committee agreed and accepted the quote from RSS for £1735.
2. It was noted that the annual maintenance inspection is due in April. Three quotes will be sought for discussion at the next meeting. 


	Parish Office

Parish Office

	AM10/0081 
	Tower View – Bus Parking – ongoing
Minutes received from meeting held with Liberty on 17/02/10 – noted
There were no other issues members wish to raise at the next meeting held with Liberty on 28/04/10.

	

	
	Residents Complaints since last meeting

	

	AM10/0082 
	It was reported that the Parking Issue on Beacon Avenue is still ongoing and the Office would follow up on progress.
	SB / Parish Office


	AM10/0083 
	Communication was received from a resident regarding sweeping of Rougemont and Ashton Way (ref e-mail dated 16/03/10) - noted. The office was asked to log this matter on the KHS Portal.

	Parish Office

	AM10/0084 
	Items from Full Council Meeting since last Amenities meeting – there was none

	

	AM10/0085 
	Terms of Reference – deferred to next meeting

	SB / Parish Office


	
	Correspondence

	

	AM10/0086 
	Membership details received from National Society of Allotment & Leisure Gardeners Ltd – noted

	

	AM10/0087 
	Report from Paul Carter (KCC) received regarding pothole update – noted

	

	AM10/0088 
	Annual Stakeholder Performance Survey 2008-09 received (KHS) – noted

	

	AM10/0089 
	Tonbridge and Malling Winter Service Plan received (KHS) – noted

	

	AM10/0090 
	Coastal and River Flooding update from the Environment Agency  received – noted

	

	AM10/0091 
	Review of Publicity distribution received (KCC) – noted

	

	AM10/0092 
	Manor Country Park Liaison Group (KCC) – noted and deferred to the next Full Council Meeting.

	Parish Office

	
	Matters for information


	

	AM10/0093 
	Map received from TMBC for adjoining parishes – noted

	

	AM10/0094 
	Minutes received from meeting held with KHS on 03/03/10 - noted

	

	AM10/0095 
	Updated adopted road list received from KHS on 16/03/10 – noted

	

	AM10/0096 
	Kent and Medway Funding Fair to be held on 30/03/10 – noted

	

	AM10/0097 
	Questions from Members of the Public and Councillors
The office was asked to thank Mr Pilbeam and the Working Group for the very informative Skatepark presentation.

	Parish Office

	AM10/0098 
	Next Meeting: To be confirmed with committee

	Parish Office


	
	Meeting closed – 22:10

	

	
	Signed: ……………………………………………………………………..

 date: ……………………………………………………………..…………
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KINGS HILL PARISH COUNCIL
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AM 24/03/10 
PAGE 75
      Signed........................
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