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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 

KINGS HILL AMENITIES COMMITTEE
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 27th JANUARY 2010 AT 7.30 PM 

AT KINGS HILL COMMUNITY CENTRE  
Present:
Cllr S Barker 
(Chair)


Cllr J MacMahon 

Cllr B Pearson


Cllr J Pilbeam 



Cllr D Waller

Mr M O’Moore
(Co-opted Member)
Also in attendance
Hanje Martin
(Assistant Clerk)

PCSO Sparrowhawk 
(Skatepark)


Brian Bell 
(Chairman, Kings Hill Cricket Club)

Natalie Pickover  
(Parent Council, Discovery School)

Sarah Whibley 
(Parent Governor, Kings Hill School)


Jane Hickford 
(Resident)

Amanda Hare 
(Resident)
	
	
	Action 

	AM10/001 
	Apologies for Absence 

Apologies were received from Cllr Petty. Reason for absence was given and accepted.


	

	AM10/002 
	Declarations of Interest and lobbying 
Cllr Barker declared that she was lobbied on Discovery and Kings Hill Schools and Heath Farm – Ref 10/013, 019, 020

Cllr MacMahon declared that he was lobbied on Discovery School and parking – Ref 10/020

Cllr Pilbeam declared that she was lobbied on the Skatepark – Ref 10/011
Cllr Waller declared that he was lobbied on the Skatepark and Bovarde Avenue - Ref 10/011, 012

Cllr Pearson declared that he was lobbied on Allotments and Skatepark and Discovery Bus Shelter - Ref 09/31, Ref 10/011,013,21

Mr O Moore declared that he was lobbied on Allotments 
	

	AM10/003 
	Minutes 

The minutes of the 25th November 2009 meeting were agreed and signed as a correct record.

	

	AM10/004 
	Matters arising From the Minutes not otherwise on the agenda

AM 09/28 - Victoria Drive – an update was given on resident’s objection and referral to appeal.

AM 09/21.3 - Kate Reed Wood Residents Association
Parish Office to get resident association details from S Davies (Liberty).

AM 09/21.4 - Bovarde Avenue, overhanging shrubs

Cllr Barker reported that Liberty Residential will now attend to the matter.

AM 09/31 - Bus Shelter, Discovery Drive.

Cllr Barker reported that this matter has been raised at a Bus meeting with Liberty held on 14th January 2010. It was proposed that KHPC request a meeting with KHS to discuss further action.

AM 09/43.2 - Youth Pod 
Noted - Cllr Barker will be attending a Skatepark meeting at the Youth club to be held on 2nd February 2010 to raise the provision of a Pod on Kings Hill. 

AM 09/46 – Application to join NSALG (National Society of Allotment & Leisure Gardeners Ltd) - Noted that KHPC has now applied.
AM 09/52 - Maypole Drive 

Noted that the office contacted planning officer, Mr Mathew Broome (TMBC), which found the original consent for soft landscaping for Maypole drive, but no details to the application. 

Cllr Barker reported that KHREM (Kings Hill Residential Estate Management) will be re-planting shrubs in borders during the spring.

AM 09/54 - Canon Street Train Service
Noted – this matter is still ongoing matter and all communications from Sir John Stanley are on file.

AM 09/55 - School Buses
Noted - no recent feedback has been received.

AM 09/65 - Burley Grounds Maintenance 

Parish Office to provide information requested to the company
AM 09/04 - Parish Map & Arial Photograph 

Noted – ongoing

The committee requested a map for the adjoining parishes (East Malling & Larkfield). 
	Parish Office

Parish Office

SB

SB / Parish Office

Parish Office



	AM10/005 
	Chairman’s announcement

Noted – Cllr Barker will be attending the JPCTCG meeting held on 11th February 2010, which will be looking at all transport issues in the surrounding Parishes. 


	SB

	AM10/006 
	The meeting was adjourned at 19:50 to allow members of the public to comment.
	

	
	Due to the visitors at the meeting the chairman moved to take 
Agenda items 9, 12 and 15 at this point in the meeting.
	

	AM10/007 
	Street Lighting on Discovery Drive 

Noted - request received from a resident regarding the lack of street lighting between Goldings Close and the Tug o War Roundabout. Parish Office to contact Liberty & KHS regarding the matter. 
	Parish Office

	AM10/008 
	Coppicing – strip of woodland between Lords Walk and Lambourne Drive
Noted – the office has received copies of letters of complaint from 2 residents.
Cllr Barker updated the committee:

· That the work will commence on 1st February 2010. 

· Coppicing will be done on Buffer Zone B (Lambourne Drive) and Buffer Zone A (Kate Reed Wood) 
· Trees marked with yellow dots will not be coppiced.

· Original cost for coppicing decreased from £16000 to £7500 as the wood would now be used for fencing.
Noted – Mr O’Moore was not satisfied with the response received from TMBC on his letter of complaint and is following up with a further request for more time for consultation in the future on coppicing work.  

It was agreed that the office finds out what coppicing is planned this year for Kings Hill from Liberty.

	Parish Office

	
	PACT

	

	AM10/009 
	Noted – Cllrs Barker and Waller attended the PACT Committee meeting held on 25th January 2010, social behaviour, speeding and parking were discussed.

	

	AM10/0010 
	Speedwatch - Noted - Cllr Barker and Mr James Ball (Roads Policing Officer West Kent) will meet on 2nd February 2010 for a survey to establish the feasibility for using Speed Watch on Kings Hill.

	SB

	AM10/0011 
	Facilities on Kings Hill for Young People 
Skate Park
It was noted that a Skatepark meeting will be held on 2nd February 2010 at the Youth Club. The neighbourhood policing team are coordinating this meeting.  PCSO Sparrowhawk reported that notice of this meeting has been sent to Police Media and local newspapers.
Noted – Cllrs Barker, Pilbeam and Waller will be attending this meeting.


	SB

	AM10/0012 
	Bovarde Avenue – re-siting of Bus stop on Tower View
It had been advised that the decision for KHPC to re-site the bus stop had been ultra vires. KHPC do not own the land or the bus stop and KHS would be responsible for this action. However after a site visit and assessment, KHS would not re-site the bus stop at this time.

It was agreed that the office contact Kent Police and KHS to request a survey to review the mini buses and buses stopping to pick up passengers in Bovarde Avenue between 7am and 8:30am.
Councillors also raised the issue that school mini buses and public buses are stopping in Forest Way in the mornings. It was thought that they should be using TMBC Office car park. Kent Police and KHS should be contacted - Action Office.
A Resident requested white line markings on the junction of Bovarde Avenue and Tower View – The office will contact KHS / Liberty.


	Parish Office

Parish Office

Parish Office



	AM10/0013 
	Heath Farm Allotments
Noted – reports have been received and circulated from Mr O’Moore and Cllr Pearson.
It has been agreed that KHPC should establish their requirements for Heath Farm Allotments.

It has been noted that the current waiting list is 62 residents. 

The following actions were agreed:

· Re-confirm the number on the waiting list and to ensure that there are no duplicates.
· Contact residents to provide latest information on Heath Farm Allotments and to confirm they wish to remain on the waiting list.
· Establish interest from any of the current Ryarsh Lane plot holders in the Heath Farm allotments.

A letter from Liberty regarding allotment provision on Kings Hill has been received:

· The area allocated for provision of allotments allows for an area which will provide 28 plots of 5 rods, which equates to approximately 126 square metres for each allotment. There is also an allowance within the above overall area for access paths and some storage sheds. 

· It was proposed that Rouse Kent (Residential) Ltd would offer the Allotments to KHPC for a peppercorn rent for a period of 25 years.

· The allotment area will be included within the application boundary of the Heath Farm application, but the detailed design, specification of fencing and storage arrangements will need to be agreed by KHPC with the Local Authority. 

	Parish Office



	
	PCSO Sparrowhawk and Sarah Whibley left the meeting at 20:19

	

	AM10/0014 
	Cricket Club – progress report
Mr Brian Ball (Chairman, KH Cricket Club) briefed the committee as follows:

· The club started 2006.
· Liberty began building the pavilion in the summer of 2009 to fulfil building obligations.
· The Club is in negotiation with Liberty and they have provided a revised plan, which will require a sum of £20,000 from the club to complete the building. It is hoped that the pavilion will be completed by the end of June.
The Committee suggested the Cricket club write a letter to KHPC requesting a grant and also suggested approaching TMBC for further funds.


	

	
	Natalie Pickover and Brian Bell left the meeting at 20:30 

	

	AM10/0015 
	2010/11 Budget – noted approved budget

	

	
	Anson Avenue Playground

	

	AM10/0016 
	Quotes for repairs – noted 3 quotes were received:
· Kent County Council

· Safeplay

· Record RSS

The office has been asked to contact KCC to discuss their quote.

 
	Parish Office


	AM10/0017 
	To agree annual contract for maintenance of open spaces (Anson Ave, Garden Way & Lapins Lane) and play area. 
Only one quote has been received this year from KCC and it was agreed this quote be accepted.

For 2011 KHPC will get 3 quotes to comply with the Financial Regulations.


	Parish Office

	
	Parking in Kings Hill Village


	

	AM10/0018 
	Tower View – Bus Parking

The following issues were discussed at the Liberty bus meeting.

· Extension of the bus routes on Kings Hill to serve more of the residential area especially to include Regent Way and Beacon Avenue.

· Increase signage around Asda / Tower View

· It was suggested that a pedestrian crossing should be considered on Tower View by Asda.

· It was suggested that the buses should wait elsewhere and return to Tower View to commence their journey.  

· Possible alternative waiting locations suggested were:

· To use the waiting area behind Asda adjacent to the Control Tower
· To use the deadlink in Kings Hill Avenue and layby.
· To redesign the road, although this would be extremely costly and a last resort

	

	AM10/0019 
	Kings Hill School crossing

It was noted that the survey report has been received from KHS regarding the footfall count on Discovery Drive near Kings Hill School. This report shows significant numbers of pedestrians crossing throughout the day, which confirms the urgent need for a pedestrian crossing on Discovery Drive as sought by the School and the Parish Council. KHS has indicated that there is no money available in next year’s budget to pay for this. 

The Parish Office was asked to contact Cllr Long and KHS urgently for funds to be available in the next financial year. 

The Parish Office was asked to write to Cllrs Long, Robins and Brown to get their support for the crossing. 

It was noted that KHPC made provision in the reserves to contribute to the cost of a crossing as it is beneficial to everyone on Kings Hill to have a pedestrian crossing on Discovery Drive.

Kings Hill School were encouraged to request funds from KHPC and to consider a crossing patrol on Discovery Drive.


	Parish Office

Parish Office



	AM10/0020 
	Car Parking issues at Discovery and Kings Hill Schools:

Following a meeting between Discovery School, Local Authority Governors, Liberty, Local Children Services Partnership (LCSP), Kings Hill School, KHPC, KCC, KHS and the Police it was reported that:
· The meeting agreed that zigzags should be put outside Discovery School and Kings Hill School
· Liberty requested both head teachers write to them with their requirements.

· Flashing Lights were suggested as the next possible step. 
· Discovery School was asked to consider a drop off zone.
Discovery School Parents Council is petitioning for school signs, a pedestrian crossing and school clearway markings outside the school. This will improve road safety outside the school. A petition will run to the end of March 2010.

The Parents Council were encouraged to contact the Community Centre Manager to put up the petition for the public to sign.


	

	
	Ryarsh Lane Allotments 

	

	AM10/0021 
	Renewals

It was noted that renewals have been sent out to current plot holders except Plots 15B and 18.
It was noted that the plot holder of Plot 15B was giving up her plot. 

	Parish Office

	
	Inspections 


	

	AM10/0022 
	It was agreed that the Parish Office contact the tenant of Plot 18 to inform her that her plot will be halved as previous warnings had been ignored and regular inspections continue to show the plot was consistently neglected.


	Parish Office



	AM10/0023 
	An inspection on 22nd January 2010 also found that plot 19 is not been fully worked and will be reviewed at the next inspection early March 2010.


	

	AM10/0024 
	It was noted that Mr Pearson complained to WMPC about the lack of a fresh tap water supply over the winter period at the allotments. WMPC has apologised for not informing KHPC and the current plot holders of the decision to switch off the water supply for the winter.

	

	AM10/0025 
	Rabbit Fencing
The parish office was asked to get confirmation from WMPC whether 3 quotes for Rabbit Fencing were had been obtained and which areas it covers. WMPC have received grant funding from KCC.  Mr O’Moore agreed to forward correspondence.


	Parish Office



	AM10/0026 
	Exit Strategy

A meeting is being arranged between KHPC and WMPC to discuss the Exit Strategy from Ryarsh Lane and other matters.


	SB

	AM10/0027 
	Highways

It was noted that the office received the Parish portal details on how to access KHS online for any future reports required by KHPC.

Noted – reports were presented for issues logged for November and December in Kings Hill and West Malling.

The Parish Office was asked to contact Liberty regarding a pot hole in the road at the junction of Tower View and Kings Hill Road.


	Parish Office

	
	Items from Full Council Meeting since last Amenities meeting
	

	AM10/0028 
	Quickanet Tender – the committee was been updated that work has started. Quickanet are in discussions with Liberty for access to certain buildings. 

	

	AM10/0029 
	Heath Farm Leisure Facilities – it was reported that the plans will not be submitted before March 2010. 

	

	AM10/0030 
	Snow clearance and gritting – noted correspondence received from residents. The committee suggested salt bins to be located in Kings Hill Village. Parish Office to liaise with Cllrs Robins and Browns on number and location for Phase 2 and KHS for Phase 1


	Parish Office



	AM10/0031 
	Traffic congestion in Bovarde raised by Cllr Petty – refer to AM 09/81 

	

	AM10/0032 
	Provision of flashing speed sign on un-adopted roads. Cllr Barker to provide Liberty with details.

	SB

	AM10/0033 
	Terms of Reference – a draft will be circulated to councillors before the meeting in March 2010.


	SB / Parish Office

	
	Correspondence

	

	AM10/0034 
	Noted - Minutes received for JPCTC meeting held on 4th Nov 09
	

	AM10/0035 
	Noted - Kent Highways – Update on Permit Scheme into Kent
	

	AM10/0036 
	Noted - Kent Highways – Policy received for new White Markings on the Public Highway
	

	AM10/0037 
	Noted - Jacobs UK Engineering – regarding services to assist with any Road Safety matters
	

	AM10/0038 
	Noted - Department of Communities and Local Government and the Ministry of Justice with regards to War Memorials
	

	AM10/0039 
	Noted - Joint Transportation Board & meeting dates
	

	AM10/0040 
	Noted - KHREMC – Second Director has been appointed
	

	AM10/0041 
	Noted - Get Government help for YOUR local high street
	

	AM10/0042 
	Noted - Hazelwood Tree Management
	

	AM10/0043 
	Noted - Tonbridge & Malling Crime Prevention Panel – Minutes received from meeting held on 30th Nov 2009

	

	
	Questions from Members of the Public and Councillors
	

	AM10/0044 
	The committee requested an updated map showing the adopted roads on Kings Hill. Parish office to contact Liberty.


	Parish Office



	AM10/0045 
	Downs Mail – Cllr Pearson asked how and when Downs Mail got delivered to residents. Office to supply full details.
	Parish Office

	AM10/0046 
	Mr O’Moore requested that as a current plot holder on Ryarsh Lane he wants to stay on at the site after 2013.

	

	AM10/0047 
	Next Meeting: 24th March 2010
	

	
	Meeting closed – 21:50

	

	
	Signed: ……………………………………………………………………..

 date: ……………………………………………………………..…………
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AM 27/01/10
      Signed........................
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