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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE

KINGS HILL FULL COUNCIL
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 20th JANUARY 2010 AT 7:30PM
AT KINGS HILL COMMUNITY HALL

Present:
Cllr S. Barker

(Chair)


Cllr G. Hall


Cllr B. Pearson


Cllr A. Petty


Cllr J. Pilbeam


Cllr D. Waller


Cllr S. Woodcock

Also in attendance:
Ms H. Munro


(Clerk)

County Cllr R. Long


Borough Cllr C. Brown


PCSO R. Sparrowhawk


Sgt M. Penfold


Mr A. Blevins – Liberty Property Trust (LPT)

Mr D. Lloyd - Liberty Property Trust (LPT)

Ms K. Gardner – Sevenoaks Chronicle 

5 residents
	Ref.
	
	Action

	FC 10/0016 
	To receive Apologies for Absence

Cllrs Carlton and Murray sent their apologies and reasons, which were accepted.

	

	FC 10/0017 
	To receive Declarations of Interest and lobbying

Cllr Barker declared an interest in item FC10/033, 34, 35 – Heath Farm and item FC10/0019 Skate Park.  Cllr Pearson declared an interest in item FC10/033, 34, 35 – Heath Farm.  Cllr Waller declared an interest in item FC10/045 – Broadband

	

	FC 10/0018 
	Minutes 

The minutes of the meeting held on 6th January 2010 were agreed and signed as a true record. 

	

	FC 10/0019 
	Matters arising From the Minutes not otherwise on the agenda


	

	
	FC09/0256 – to report on skate park progress

This item will be discussed at the next Amenities meeting on 27th January and a full report is due from the working group.  PCSO Sparrowhawk reported that the interest of the youths was waning.

	Amenities

	
	PC Penfold entered the meeting at 19:35


	

	
	FC09/0267 – Malling Action Partnership – update

A person was now in post to manage the project.  

	

	
	County Cllr Long entered the meeting at 19:36


	

	
	FC09/0325 – TM/09/02357/FL – unit 1c 17 Queen Street – update

TMBC had approved the application but conditions have been applied to the consent.  A copy of the approval has been sent to all Cllrs.  

	

	
	FC09/0362 – Map of adopted and unadopted roads
Mr Lloyd of LPT supplied a colour map showing adopted and unadopted roads as had been previously requested.  

	

	
	FC09/0362 – alcohol for underage youths – update 

An incident had occurred this evening.  Asda had contacted the PCSO’s immediately and the situation was being monitored.  An adult had been purchasing alcohol for under-aged youths but they had been charged with this offence.

It was agreed that a request for vigilance be put in the winter edition of the VFTH to warn people that this is happening and to ask them to report it immediately to Asda staff.  

	SMB

	
	FC09/0411 – PACT – to note next meeting 25/01/10 - Noted

	

	
	FC09/0448 – request for Liberty to supply flashing speed sign.
Residents have requested flashing road signs to address the speeding problems.  However, some roads are unadopted and KHPC will ask LPT if these can be supplied. Mr Blevins asked KHPC to consider how this would be operated to be discussed at the KHPC/ LPT meeting on 26/01/10.

	SMB/ Clerk

	
	Chairman's Announcements - to receive announcements 


	 

	FC 10/0020 
	Cllr Barker reported that she, Cllr Hall and the Clerk would be attending the Quarterly joint meeting between KHPC and LPT next week.  Draft agendas were circulated.  Cllrs were asked to send their comments to the Clerk by 29/01/10.

	SMB/ GH/ Clerk

	FC 10/0021 
	Cllr Barker reported that she had attended a meeting on bus parking and parking on Tower View and parking at Discovery and Kings Hill schools. Both meetings would be fully reported at the next Amenities Committee on 27/01/10.


	Amenities



	
	Borough Cllr Brown and a resident entered the meeting at 19:45


	

	FC 10/0022 
	Minutes of Committee meetings
Received the minutes for the following meetings
	

	
	Community Centre 09.12.09 Noted
	

	
	Planning 03.12.09 Noted
	

	
	Finance and Audit 07.12.09 Noted
	

	
	There were no comments


	

	
	Policing Matters 
	

	FC 10/0023 
	Sgt Mary Penfold introduced herself to the meeting.  She oversees a large area including Burham, Wouldham, Ditton, East Malling & Larkfield, West Malling and Kings Hill.


	

	FC 10/0024 
	PCSO report 
Reports from the PCSO’s for the period 17 December to 14 January 2010 had been previously circulated.  It is apparent that many residents do not secure their properties properly as there have been a lot of opportunist thefts in certain areas on Kings Hill.  The PCSO’s are continuing to remind people that securing their property is a necessity.  
Criminal damage – a person has been arrested and he is also linked to many of the nuisance problems.

Youths throwing snow balls at vehicles have been a problem recently.  Many of the youths have been warned and now the snow has gone this will not continue to be a problem.


	

	
	Cllr Petty entered the meeting at 19:49


	

	FC 10/0025 
	Cllrs were invited to ask questions.  Concern was raised about children sledging onto roads in front of oncoming cars.    


	

	FC 10/0026 
	Residents have been concerned about cold calling.  They were encouraged to contact the PCSO’s or the police central switchboard if they were worried about this.  Silent telephone calls were also mentioned.  Residents should be encouraged to contact BT.  


	

	FC 10/0027 
	Speeding banner – update – Winning banners have been selected from both schools and will be made up and displayed on the school railings in the near future.  PC Stevens has agreed to write a short article for the VFTH winter edition.  

	

	FC 10/0028 
	Request for funding of PCSO’s for 2010-11
A request for funding for 2 PCSO’s at £6,738 each was received.  KHPC agreed to fund this.

The Clerk was asked to ascertain if PCSO numbers could be increased as Kings Hill grows.  

	Clerk

Clerk

	FC 10/0029 
	Report from County Councillors 
Cllr Long reported that he had received the Highways – vehicle movement survey and had forwarded it to the Clerk.  

Cllr Long also wished to comment on the recent snow and ice on the roads and this was discussed in item FC10/0030.  

	

	FC 10/0030 
	Winter weather – gritting of snowy / icy roads 
Kings Hill has a mix of adopted and unadopted roads.  The Highways Agency is responsible for gritting the motorways, KHS is responsible for gritting the primary and secondary routes across the county and Liberty are responsible for gritting the main unadopted roads on Kings Hill.

As the weather was so severe, salt had been rationed and only primary routes were cleared by KHS.  It was not possible to salt residential and minor rural roads.  Liberty salted the major route through the estate.

There is only one salt bin supplied by KHS on Kings Hill.  It was recommended that additional bins be requested from KHS and sited sensitively on problematic roads with steep gradients etc.  This would be added to the Amenities agenda.
In the circumstances KHS and LPT considered they did a good job of keeping the main routes clear.
Details of an initiative elsewhere were given.  Volunteers were given keys to salt bins to use when the weather was bad.  This reduces wasting salt and theft of salt.  

	Amenities

	FC 10/0031 
	Report from Borough Councillors
The refuse collection was interrupted by the recent bad weather which Cllr Brown apologised for.  This was exacerbated by following on from the Christmas and New Year collections which also disrupted the service.  Collections are now back to normal.
Cllr Brown reported that cardboard recycling will be withdrawn from the Asda recycling site from May.  This will now only be taken away through the green lidded bin service and composted.


	

	
	Sgt Penfold and PCSO Sparrowhawk left the meeting at 20:19


	

	FC 10/0032 
	Schools & Other Bodies/Organisations in the community  

Youth club report December 2009 – noted.  The Clerk was asked to thank the club for their report and congratulate them for their excellent work with the young people of Kings Hill.  


	Clerk

	
	Heath Farm update


	

	FC 10/0033 
	Update on Planning submission 
Mr Blevins reported that after the recent public consultation and talks with TMBC there were 6 major areas of the application they are continuing to work on before another application was submitted.
1. Parking – concern about lack of spaces.  LPT are considering adding an overflow car park with grasscrete. 

2. Hours of operation – LPT are researching the Golf Club hours of operation as a benchmark.  They want to apply for specific hours within the planning application. 

3. Further noise surveys – LPT are carrying out additional surveys as it was a common theme of concern from the public consultation.

4. Traffic – TMBC have asked for clarification on any vehicle count to ensure the correct vehicle numbers are being included to ascertain how much additional traffic is created by the 2 extra pitches.  

5. Clarification about the nature of the professional body they are partnering with.  LPT are partnering with Charlton Athletic Charitable Trust (CACT).  They are not the football club but the charitable arm of the organisation.  LPT are trying to find a method to give addition comfort to residents.

6. Pavilion design – this is being redesigned following comments. 

There is still a considerable amount of work to be done to the plans before they can be submitted.  LPT consider they will be ready in March 2010.

	

	FC 10/0034 
	KHPC raised their concerns about the site:

· A request to see a plan that showed the whole site was made.  LPT had shown plans covering the whole site at the consultation.  However, these plans had not been made available to KHPC to keep.

· Allotments covered only a third of the area that KHPC considered suitable.  There is no requirement to provide any allotment site under the Section 106 agreement.  LPT have earmarked a site for the allotments and are providing this site in addition to their Section 106 obligations.

· Football is the over-riding sport being catered for.  LPT dispute this as there are 2 netball courts and the “all weather” pitch is suitable for netball and hockey as well as football. However, KHPC still consider the focus is very narrow in terms of games and gender. LPT consider that the weighting is driven by Borough planning strategies.  
· There is no provision for a wide range of activities such as bowls. LPT consider they are providing a far wider variety than they are required to do under the Section 106 for the site. 
Mr Blevins commented on the provision of a Memorial garden and was mindful of LPT’s commitment to provide this. However, Heath Farm might not be the best location for this and further research was being undertaken.  LPT were liaising with the Church4U project.

After much discussion, it was agreed that a general open evening would be organised when the plans would be available to allow further discussion on the application.  It was not possible to discuss this application until it was ready for submission.  LPT were encouraged to show KHPC the plans as quickly as possible in order for meaningful discussion to take place.  Mr Blevins agreed to invite all the Councillors of KHPC, through the Clerk, to see the plans.  The facilities at Heath Farm could be operational 12-18 months after planning permission was granted.  However, gaining planning permission could take a considerable amount of time if objections were received and the application went to appeal.
Cllr Pearson mentioned the possibility of a joint venture project between East Malling/Larkfield and Kings Hill to provide a joint skate park at Heath Farm.  


	

	FC 10/0035 
	Feasibility of using Planning consultant and recommendations for action
Two planning consultant had been approached and would be available to assist KHPC.  Details of the consultants were given.

LPT offered to run a “teach-in” session to cover their legal obligations under the current Section 106 agreements to clarify what they were required to provide. They feel this would raise KHPC’s knowledge without them having to appoint a consultant.
Concern was raised that, without knowing what KHPC are hoping to achieve, the consultant will be a costly exercise.  It was agreed that KHPC would accept LPT’s offer of a “teach-in” session, discuss requirements with TMBC’s planning officers and then consider what is needed before appointing a consultant.

	Clerk

	
	Mr Blevins left the meeting at 20:52


	

	FC 10/0036 
	Section 106 Agreement 
Cllr Pearson had written a report detailing his requirements for a “wish list” for Kings Hill.  This report was circulated along with a summary sheet from the Parish Office.  It was agreed to defer this item to next meeting to enable members to read and comment on the report.


	Clerk

	
	Requests from Committees


	

	
	Planning Committee – to consider the following planning applications:


	

	FC 10/0037 
	TM/09/03209/OB106V – Former Airstation, Gibson Drive – application to modify S.106 legal agreement attached to TM/02/03429/OAEA (Outline application: Mixed Development to provide 169 affordable units on site and 19 units off site

After discussion it was agreed that there were no objections to the application.


	Parish Office

	
	2 Residents left the meeting at 21:07


	

	FC 10/0038 
	TM/09/TEMP/0044 to 49 – Blaise Farm Quarry – to vary condition 12 of planning permission TM/08/3353 to allow waste to be sourced from other local authority areas

Six applications had been received for the importation of waste from other areas ranging from SE London to Medway and Brighton and Hove amongst others.  The site history was discussed. New Earth Solutions do not receive enough waste to utilise the site fully and these applications hope to widen the area from which they source the waste and increase the amount of compost created.
Cllr Barker reported that she had attended the recent West Malling Parish Council (WMPC) Planning Committee.  They had expressed concern about the increase in traffic and the potential odour.
Significant concern was raised about the likely increase in lorry movements and size of lorries being used if alternative sources of waste were approved.  There was no record of any odour problems.  KHPC agreed that while they want to support the Blaise Farm facilities and composting in general they do not want to see an increase in traffic and therefore object to the application on these grounds.

WMPC are instigating a cross Parish meeting with KCC to discuss the site further. This would include WMPC, KHPC, Offham PC and Mereworth PC.


	Parish Office



	
	Community Centre Committee


	

	FC 10/0039 
	Office rent – it was agreed that the Community Centre charge £300 pm for the Clerk’s office from 1 April 2010.


	CC Comm.

	FC 10/0040 
	Youth Club rent – it was agreed that the Community Centre charge £9,600 pa for the Youth Club use of the Centre from 1 April 2010.

 
	CC Comm.

	FC 10/0041 
	To discuss KHPC becoming VAT registered

A report from the Finance and Audit Committee was circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  The report recommended that KHPC become VAT registered. 

After discussion it was agreed that KHPC become VAT registered from 1 April 2010 and “opt to tax” its land and building charges.   The Community Centre Committee would need to consider how the additional VAT they would need to charge their hirers would be introduced.  

	Clerk

CC Comm.

	
	Finance and Audit Committee


	

	FC 10/0042 
	To discuss amendments to the draft Financial Regulations – the regulations were approved


	Clerk

	FC 10/0043 
	View from the Hill – update on progress for the Winter issue
The initial draft will be ready on Friday 29/01/10 and will be sent out to all councillors for comment.


	SMB

	
	Ms Gardner and 3 residents left the meeting at 21:21 


	

	FC 10/0044 
	Broadband – update on Broadband on Kings Hill
Some equipment is currently being installed and the service is being rolled out in the first areas in the next couple of weeks.  LPT reported that they are still waiting for BT to come back with a proposal for Fibre to the Cabinet (FTTC).


	

	FC 10/0045 
	Central Area Plans

LPT reported that this was still in the master planning stage and they had just formally appointed a planning consultant and had met with TMBC planning department.  The new application would be an outline application for the whole site plus a detailed application to include the Control Tower and additional parking.  KHPC requested that they see the final plans before they were submitted to the Planning Authority.  The Clerk was asked to put this item on future Full Council agendas


	Clerk

	
	Mr Lloyd left the meeting at 21:27


	

	FC 10/0046 
	Youth Facility Lease – update and request for KHPC to meet all of the costs incurred in updating the legal agreements
LPT had now been in contact with their solicitors to draft a lease.  They were seeking assurances that KHPC would cover their legal costs.  It was reported that negotiations to agree the lease previously in 2006 had been aborted as LPT and their solicitors had ignored requests and queries from KHPC and their solicitors, Gullands, repeatedly over a considerable time.  It was noted that costs would be likely to have gone up in the interim.  It was agreed that KHPC should negotiate to only contribute up to £4,000 towards these costs, which was the figure quoted to do the work in 2006.  KHPC had not wanted to stop the negotiations at this time.


	Clerk

	FC 10/0047 
	LPT have also asked KHPC to supply collateral warranties and a revised building schedule for the extension.

Lee Batten of Clagues was asked about collateral warranties and he considered that it would not be possible to get these after so much time. The Clerk was asked to talk to LPT to Clagues about this.  Again, if the original negotiations had gone ahead, obtaining collateral warranties at the time of building would not have been a problem.  


	Clerk

	
	Cllr Brown left the meeting at 22:03

	

	
	Administrative & Financial Matters


	

	FC 10/0048 
	Accounts for payment – KHPC’s accounts for payment were circulated and approved
	

	FC 10/0049 
	Financial Statement – KHPC & KHCC December 2009 - noted
	

	FC 10/0050 
	Deposit Account Report - noted
	

	FC 10/0051 
	Reserve Account Report - noted
	

	FC 10/0052 
	Verification of bank statements – this was devolved to the F&A Committee

	F&A

	
	Correspondence


	

	FC 10/0053 
	KALC – Parish News – Planning Information Day – 14/03/10.  Cllr Woodcock and the Assistant Clerk would attend


	SW/ Parish Office

	FC 10/0054 
	Medway Valley Countryside Partnership – Orchards for Everyone project – on-line questionnaire


	

	
	Matters for information - all other correspondence received, together with responses, other information pertaining to the work of the council 

There was none.


	

	FC 10/0055 
	The Bulletin – English Rural Housing Association Newsletter


	

	FC 10/0056 
	KCC - Community Safety Unit Newsletter


	

	FC 10/0057 
	Oast to Coast – Action with Communities in rural Kent Magazine

	

	FC 10/0058 
	Date of Next Meeting – 17th February 2010


	

	
	Questions from Councillors


	

	FC 10/0059 
	Cllr Petty – circulated photos of traffic on Bovarde Avenue.  This would be discussed at the next Amenities meeting. He had received a copy of the decision notice for Unit 1c, 17 Queen Street.

	Amenities

	FC 10/0060 
	It was agreed that Cllr Petty continue to chase the Kings Hill Football Club and CACT to arrange a meeting.  The Clerk was asked to assist Cllr Petty with this.  The Clerk was asked to add this item to the Liberty /KHPC meeting agenda.


	Clerk

Clerk



	FC 10/0061 
	Cllr Pearson asked for an update on the Rabbit fencing at the Ryarsh Lane allotments.  This would be discussed at the next Amenities meeting.  Cllr Pearson also commented on the man holes that were beginning to sink on adopted and unadopted roads throughout Kings Hill. As there were too many to mention specifically it was agreed that a request to residents be put in the VFTH with details of the Parish Portal Login.  


	Amenities
SMB


Meeting closed at 22.18pm
Signed_________________________________________________________

Date___________________________________________________________
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FC 20/01/10
Signed..............................
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